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Cyrano de Bergerac

A Cantonese Opera Interpretation
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Romantic Encounters through ogeﬂezs oﬁ Love
Extraordinary Tale Expounded via Operatic Tunes

14-15.6.2024 (girri- xsat) 7:30pm T enaves
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¥ LAk 0 KEIBE Grand Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Synopsis
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The big nose Zhu Bufan falls in love with Princess Xu Qishan along with his best friend Zhu
Yihao. Yihao, though handsome, is shy by nature, so Bufan offers to write love letters on
his behalf. These letters carry Bufan's heartfelt feelings, which deeply move Qishan.

Later, Yihao dies in battle,and Qishan goes to a convent for retreat. Bufan regularly
visits her and during one visit, Qishan greets a heavily injured Bufan and discovers that
he can recite Yihao's letters. She finally recognises the true heart behind the writings.
Bufan confesses his love and eventually passes away without regrets.
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$B—3 BIEM#IE  Scenel Encounter at the Theatre
B8 /MEFFNE  Scene?2 Revelation at the Restaurant
B2 BHsEY  Scene3 AnAlliance Made at Camp

By AWM  Scene4 Songsof Love at the Balcony
By R K Scene5 From Love to Resentment
BAY ATHEIM  Scene6 Love Without End
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ER Main Cast

RAMN : I ZhuBufan: Law Ka-ying

1R & - JEWIZE  Xu Qishan : Liza Wang
SREHEE - PFM B ZhuYihao : Sun Kim Long
FEARZ : M EH ChengBenduo: Wan Yuk-yu
JEFRE, ¢ B Uk Ma Fufeng : Lui Hung-kwong
% & E#&HP Ling Xue: Wong Hai-wing
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Word from the Playwright
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I have adapted and created many Cantonese Operas in recent years, such as King Li
Guang, Empress Dowager Cixi and Princess Deling and The Asura Judgement. My
inspiration comes from movies, stage plays, and even Shakespearean classics. With these
accumulated experience, I grew increasingly determined to adapt Cyrano de Bergerac into
a Cantonese Opera. Frankly, this is a mammoth task for me since each staging of
Cantonese Opera requires strict adherence to tonal patterns and rhyme schemes.

The original story of Cyrano de Bergerac tells of a love that blossoms through the
exchange of letters during the Franco-Spanish War. In my version, I set the backdrop to
the Tumu Cirisis of the Ming dynasty in 1449.

The story elaborates on how Zhu Bufan, the captain of the Shenji Camp, and his best
friend Zhu Yihao both fall in love with the talented and beautiful princess Xu Qishan.
Bufan, embarrassed by his unusually large nose, hesitates to confess his love to her
while Yihao, though handsome and debonair, is naturally shy and cannot pluck up the
courage to approach the princess. Seeing this, Bufan offers to pen letters in Yihao’s
name and these letters become the bittersweet revelation of his heart. Thus, a captivating
love story unfolds from this.
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Law Ka-ying Playwright, Director, Artistic Director and Main Cast
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Born Law Hang-tong, Law Ka-ying began receiving formal training in stylised
movements and routines at age six under his father Law Ka-kuen, and practised
singing and acting with his uncles Law Ka-shu and Law Ka-wui. During the course of
his operatic training, he was being coached by Fen Kuk Fa, Lui
Kwok-chuen, Liu Xun and Leung So-kam. He has staged numerous
new productions such as The Story of Liu Yaojin, Dragon'’s Prescript,
Di Qing, The Immortal Zhang Yuqiao and Cao Cao and Yang Xiu.

Law has successfully adapted Shakespeare's Macbeth and King
Lear respectively into Cantonese Opera and created Deling and
Empress Dowager Ci Xiin 2010, a demonstration of his
adaptation skills within the genre. Law received a Medal of
Honour from the Hong Kong SAR Government in 2012 and .y
the World Outstanding Chinese Award in 2013.

He also received an Honorary Doctorate from the Ohio
Northern University, USA in 2013 and the Bronze
Bauhinia Star from the Hong Kong SAR
Government in 2018. He is widely recognised as
a pillar of the Cantonese Opera community
in Hong Kong.
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Main Cast
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Liza Wang
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Since joining the television industry in 1967, Liza has not only been active as
an acclaimed master of ceremonies, but also excelled as an actress in TV
dramas and stage plays. She is highly committed to promoting the
development of Cantonese Opera. In 1988, she formed the Boom-a-Bliss
Cantonese Opera Troupe with Law Ka-ying, having starred in more than

a dozen adapted or newly-written productions, such as Woman Warrior,
The Sassy Princess, Loyal to Love, Life’s Blessing to Shum and Maang, Heroic
Treason, The Story of Western Garden, De Ling and Empress Dowager Ci Xi,
Madame Butterfly, etc. All these productions attempt to inject new
creative ideas while preserving the traditional essence of Cantonese

Opera. Each of these performances was meticulously designed ' -
and finely rehearsed, constituting to high quality
performances that are well received by the audience. /s ‘ﬂ/

Liza was awarded the Silver Bauhinia Star by the Hong f
Kong SAR Government in 2004 and the Montblanc de la
Culture Arts Patronage Award in 2007. She has also
received the World Outstanding Chinese Award, an
Honorary Doctorate of Letters from the City University of
Hong Kong, an Honorary Doctorate of Humanities from

The Education University of Hong Kong in 2015, and an -
Honorary Doctorate from the Hong Kong Academy for
Performing Arts in 2017. In recognition of her contributions to
the community and the performing arts over the years, she was
awarded the Gold Bauhinia Star by the Hong Kong SAR
Government in 2022. She was honoured with the prestigious Life
Achievement Award by The Hong Kong Arts Development
Council for her outstanding contribution in Arts in 2024. She has
served the Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong (CAAHK)
for more than 20 years and had chaired the CAAHK for several
terms. She is now the Honorary Life President of CAAHK.
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Sun Kim Long
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Born Mo Yu-tin, Sun Kim-long is a veteran actor, producer and playwright in
Cantonese Opera with rich stage experience. He began his apprenticeship under the
Cantonese Opera master Wu Gongxia and later studied martial arts under Xu Junhan.
Besides having extensive stage experience, he also actively involves in Cantonese
Opera promotion and productions. He has scripted Reflection of Beauties in Lotus
Pond, The Green Jade Hairpin, Shandong Highwayman, etc. He won the Commendation
Award from the Home Affairs Bureau in 2009, Chief Executive's Commendation for
Community Service from the Hong Kong SAR Government in 2012 and the Artist of the
Year (Xiqu) of the Hong Kong Arts Development Awards in 2018. He was awarded the
Medal of Honour by the Hong Kong SAR Government in 2019 and is currently the vice
chairman of the Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong.
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Wan Yuk-yu
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Wan Yuk-yu developed a keen interest in Cantonese Opera
when he was young, and was coached under leading actor
Law Ka-ying, joining the esteemed Tai Kwan Ying Troupe to
perform both locally in Hong Kong and touring in the United
States, Canada, France, the Netherlands and Australia, etc. In more recent years,
he has gained fame widely across Singapore and Malaysia, earning resounding acclaim
and cementing his status as a rising star of the new generation within the Cantonese
Opera realm.
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Lui Hung-kwong
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Lui Hung-kwong is the son of Lui Yuk-long, veteran actor in
Cantonese Opera, and was among the first batch of graduates
from the Guangzhou Cantonese Opera School. Lui received

training under Man Kwok-fei, specialising in chousheng (comic .

male) and wusheng (military male) roles. He used to act as
chousheng for the third troupe of Guangdong Cantonese Opera
Theatre. After residing in Hong Kong, he continues his career in
Cantonese Opera and joins various troupes as wusheng.
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Wong Hai-wing
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Wong Hai-wing holds an Advanced Diploma in Performing
Arts (Cantonese Opera) from the Hong Kong Academy for

Performing Arts, where she was trained under several
virtuosi from Peking Opera, Kunqu, and Cantonese Opera.
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During her academy years, she was awarded multiple scholarships and upon
graduation, has performed with major Cantonese Opera troupes. As an awardee of the
Hong Kong Arts Development Council’s Xiqu New Artists Internship Scheme 2010, she
has been on performing tours in Singapore and Malaysia, and is currently active in the

Cantonese Opera scene in Hong Kong.
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Guangdong Chiu Chow
Opera Theatre Number
One Troupe and

Sun Hon Kwong Chiu
Chow Opera Troupe
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Creative and Production Team
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Playwright, Director and Artistic Director : Law Ka-ying
Ensemble Leader and Designer : Pang Kam-shun
Percussion Leader : Yau Lung
Lighting Designer : Leo Siu
Script Consultant : Dominic Cheung Ho-kin
Set Designer : Joshua Yuen
Administrator and Coordinator : Yuen Lai-wah

Stage Manager
Martial Art Advisor
Set Producer

Props and Costume

General Affairs

: Mang Kam-chuen
: Han Yanming

: Kwong Hing Stage Scene Productions Company

: Sun Kwan Ying Production Company
: Chan Kin-vat
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W vl Fascinating Liuzi Vocal Style

Exemplified by Unrivalled Operatic Gestures
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Centre for the Safeguarding of [
Liuzi Opera of Shandong

F. Wang
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CHINESEOPERA FESTIVAL
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Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles.
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The Northern Kunqu

Northem
Elegance
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Northern Elegance of Kungu Opera Theatre Ig'c

Revitalised by Artists of the Highest Calibre
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HONGKONG CHINESE ORCHESTRA
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ARTISTIC DIRECTOR : YAN HUICHANG
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64 Conductor
FEEEZR Chew Hee Chiat
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B NS Cantonese OperaVocal 7 41

FREHE Lin Yingshi

20—21/6/2024 (79 ~ & Thur, Fri) Bt 8:00pm HIERE
BEBANEEE4EE Hong Kong City Hall Concert Hall REHE

$380, $300, $250, $200

PIZHIN T E Z4AHE Tickets are available at URBTIX

For English, please visit www.hkco.org

3185 1600 (&8
3166 1100

ERPLEGSEFRITHENFEL
Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra is financially supported by
the Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

ince Recipients and full-time students. Patrol

the right to change programme and
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Dear Patrons,

To avoid disturbance, please set your mobile phone on silent mode and switch off other beeping or
light emitting devices before the performance. To ensure an undistracted performance by artists and
an enjoyable experience for the audience, photo-taking, audio or video recording is strictly prohibited
when the performance is in progress while photo-taking without affecting others is allowed at curtain
calls. Eating or drinking is not permitted in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.

AR EASE - ECHESEEABRMNUHEEEMNER FEHSEFHE -

BRI E REFEcp2@lcsd.gov.hk: HEEE 2741 2658 ©

Thank you for attending the performance. Please fill in the e-questionnaire to give us your views on
this performance or on the LCSD cultural programmes in general. You are also welcome to write to us
by email at cp2@Icsd.gov.hk, or by fax at 2741 2658.

ERRBFRARULER BT NRNBHHENER FRIBLUTHRE  www.lcsd.gov.hk/tc/artist
Please visit the following webpage for information related to application for programme presentation /
sponsorship by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department: www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/artist
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Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers and those who leave
their seats during the performance will only be admitted and allowed to return to their seats respectively
during the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenter reserves the right to refuse admission of
latecomers, or determine the time and manner of admission of latecomers.
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The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute artists. The content of the
programme, as well as the content and information contained in this house programme do not represent
the views of the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau and the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.

STENBREERENR ARAESERERATHE-
House programme information provided by the arts group and translated by KCL Language Consultancy
Limited.

www.ccf.gov.hk
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