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Sun Wei is a National Class One Performer trained at the Wuhan Municipal Arts School, specialising in chou (comic) roles. He
has starred in The Crossroads, Catching Sanlang Alive and A Novice Monk and a Young Nun Revoking Their Vows. Following
that, he went to the Shanghai Theatre Academy to pursue advanced studies in directing. His directorial efforts were seen in the
Han Opera including Taming of the Shrew and the Chu Opera Young Hua Mulan. Sun was the recipient of the 7th Hubei
Province Peony Award for Chinese Theatre, the Outstanding Newcomer Award at the 7th Hubei Province Newcomers and New
Works Showcase and the 3t Jianghua Cup Award of Wuhan City.
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Fan Qiong is a National Class One Performer trained under Wang Shundong and Tong Jinzhong, specialising in laodan (old

female) roles in Han Opera. She has starred in Judge Bao and the Blind Woman, Yue Fei's Tattoo on the Back and

An Interrupted Banquet. Fan received a Class Three Award in the 2nd Youth Competition in Wuhan, a Class Two Award in

the 1st Han Opera Festival of Hubei Province, the Peony Cup in Hubei Province and the Jianghua Award in Wuhan.

4l Zeng Chun
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Zeng Chun is a National Class Three Performer trained at the Han Opera Department of the Wuhan Municipal Arts School and
the Beijing Vocational College of Theatre and Opera. She later pursued further training at the National Academy of Chinese
Theatre Arts, specialising in sheng (male) roles. Her notable performances include Crying at the Ancestral Temple,
Silang Visits His Mother and Top Scholar as Matchmaker. Zeng came first in the Gold Award section of the 2nd Regional

Opera Awards of Hubei Province and won an Outstanding Performance Award in the All China Youth Opera Talent Challenge.

E & Wang Jing
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Wang Jing is an outstanding young performer trained at the Huangshi Shi Art School, specialising xiaosheng (young male)

roles in Han Opera. His teachers include the renowned performing artist Feng Jiasheng from the Huangshi Han Opera Troupe,

as well as the famous Han Opera performers and transmitters of national intangible cultural heritage Yao Changsheng and

Yan Keqin. He has won acclaim for White Gate Tower, Luo Cheng Calling at the City Gate and Top Scholar as

Matchmaker. He was the winner of the Jianghua Award at the 11th Jianghua Cup Competition.

EBEH Wang Xiaolu
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Wang Xiaolu is a National Class Two Performer specialising in huadan (supporting female) roles in Han Opera. She was
trained at the Wuhan Municipal Arts School under Hu Chunyan, Yuan Zhongyu and Li Xiaoling. She has performed lead
roles in [t All Started in a Wardrobe, Catching Sanlang Alive and Farewell My Concubine. She was the recipient of the Peony
Cup Award of Hubei Province and the Jianghua Cup of Wuhan City.

R Wen Junhua
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Wen Junhua is an outstanding young performer specialising in gingyi (virtuous female) roles. She was trained at the Wuhan
Municipal Arts School and her first mentors were Wu Shaoyu and Feng Chunfeng. Later, she trained under Li Qing, Lu Yuhua,
Hu Heyan and Wang Li to further expand her repertoire. Some of her notable productions include Sanniang Teaches Her Son,
Farewell at Congtai and Three Tearful Supplications in the Palace.

BIFEE Hu Ziyu
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Hu Ziyu is an outstanding young actor specialising in wenwuchou (civil and martial comic) roles. He was first trained at the

Wuhan Municipal Arts School under Yang Mochao, then he received further training under Zheng Dan to expand his

repertoire. Some of his notable productions include Beating the Flower Drum, Waylaying the Horse and The Crossroads.
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Production Team

Company Director/ Producer: Huang Lang
Deputy Company Director/Lead Actress: Wang Li
Executive Producer: Yan Xiaoyi

Restage Directors: Sun Wei, Liu Li

Music Composer/Hugin: Qi Maosheng

Stage Manager: Peng Chong

Cast:

Li Qing, Fan Qiong, Yan Changlin, Bi Weiran, Liu Ying,

Geng Liya, Wang Xiaolu, Feng Ting, Zeng Chung, Yang Xi,

Wen Junhua, Fu Li, He Yu, Xiong Guogiang, Huang Yanan,
Zhang Zhiwen, Guo Hongchun, Zhu Yong, Shan Qing, Tong Hui,
Wu Zhengguang, Xu Jun, Yi Chao, Wang Jing, Cheng Feng,

Mao Wei, Qian Jiahai, Zeng Yong, Wu Ziyu, Wang Ao,

Zhou Yang, Cheng Jun, Lu Shuai, Yao Wen, Jiao Hao,

Wu Ren, Yan Zhichao, Sun Wuchuan, Yuan Jing

Musicians:

Liu Hao, Ye Qin, Wang Bin, Zhang Heng, Wu Weizhong,

Feng Jingchun, Chen Ken, Dai Kang, Zhu Zhihua, Chen Tao,

Cai Zhen, Kang Zhaohui, Zhang Qing, Zhang Yuxiao, Wang Xiufang

Stage Art Team:

Chen Yong, Wang Jun, Lu Rui, Li Yusong, Wang Jiachen,
Huang Yiming, Lei Weili, Zou Hao, Hu Zan, Qiu Ling,

Chen Yanyong, Hu Xiaogiong, Yang Hongmei, Shen Yanhong

Coordinator: Hong Kong Arts Performance Company Limited
House Programme Information and Surtitles Translation: KCL Language Consultancy Limited
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Dear Patrons,

To avoid disturbance, please set your mobile phone on silent mode and switch off other beeping or light emitting devices before
the performance. To ensure an undistracted performance by artists and an enjoyable experience for the audience, photo-taking,
audio or video recording is strictly prohibited when the performance is in progress while photo-taking without affecting others is
allowed at curtain calls. Eating or drinking is not permitted in the auditorium.

Thank you for your co-operation.

1% HIEYR Recycling of House Programme
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If you do not wish to keep the house programme, please leave it on your seat or return it to the admission point for recycling. Thank you for your co-operation.

AR EARHE - BEEHESRERRMNULHEEEMNRER  BUEH Ecp2@lcsd.gov.hk HEEE2741 2658 °
Thank you for attending the performance. If you have any comment on this performance or general view on the LCSD cultural programmes, you are welcome
to write to us by email at cp2@lcsd.gov.hk or by fax at 2741 2658.

ERRBERER UL ESHEETNNENHENER B85  www.Icsd.gov.hk/tc/artist
Please visit the following webpage for information related to application for programme presentation / sponsorship by the Leisure and Cultrual Services
Department: www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/artist
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The programme as well as the content and information contained in this house programme do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
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Information provided by the arts group.
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CHINESE OPERA FESTIVAL

7-8.7.2023

EWHZEN Fri-Sat | 7:30pm

9.7.2023

EHH Sun | 2:30pm
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Theatre, Ko Shan Theatre

Theatre
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First launched in 2010, the Chinese Opera Festival is now in its 11 edition. The latest edition presents 9 programmes with a total of 39 stage performances from 8 Chi
operatic genres. They include the opulent and elegant Peking Opera, the beautiful and delicate Kunqu Opera, the star-studded Yue Opera, Wu Opera that juxtta_se
martial and the civil styles, Sichuan Opera with its characterful contents and stunts, and a special Cantonese Opera performance dedicated to wusheng roles. More h’
that, this year's Festival also marks the debuts of Han Opera and Qu Opera in Hong Kong and closes with a grand finale featuring a Cantonese Opera showcase staged in an
impressive ‘bamboo theatre’ — a unique and iconic cultural symbol of Hong Kong. These months-long operatic activities will be a vibrant, significant celebration for all.
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E 7 Wang Li
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Wang Li is a National Class One Performer and the fifth-generation exponent of the stylistic school created by Madam Chen
Bohua, a consummate artist in Han Opera. Wang is currently Deputy Director of Wuhan Han Opera Theatre, also a
representative transmitter of the intangible cultural heritage of Han Opera of Wuhan City and one of the first batch of young
talents in performing arts in Hubei Province. Her representative repertoire includes Wang Zhaojun, The Cosmic Sword, The
Song of the Rainbow Dress and Taming of the Shrew. She has received numerous awards, including the 27th China Theatre
Plum Blossom Award, the Talent Award of the 8th ‘Five One Project’ for Spiritual Civilization Establishment in Hubei
Province, the 1st Hubei Art Festival and the 10th Chutian Wenhua Award, a Class One Prize at the 1st Hubei Regional Opera
Arts Festival, the 8th Peony Award for Chinese Theatre in Hubei Province, the Grand Prize at the 15t Jianghua Cup in Wuhan
City and the 5th Jianghua Cup Award.

€ 58 Xiong Guogiang
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Xiong Guogqiang is a National Class One Performer and a representative transmitter of the intangible cultural heritage of Han
Opera in Wuhan City. Xiong is currently Company Director of the Wuhan Opera Theatre Second Troupe. He was trained at
the Wuhan Opera School, specialising in the roles of supporting male characters, young male characters and elderly male
characters in Han Opera. He has starred in plays such as Wengong Walks in the Snow, A Right Royal Match and Top Scholar
as Matchmaker. He is the recipient of the 5t Peony Award for Chinese Theatre in Hubei Province, the 5th Gold Blossom
Award of the Chinese Opera Red Plum Blossom Awards and the 2nd Jianghua Award for Artistic Talent in Wuhan.

% 7 LiQing
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Li Qing is a National Class One Performer and a representative transmitter of the Chen Bohua stylistic school of the intangible

cultural heritage of Han Opera in Wuhan City. She was trained at the Wuhan Drama School and has starred in plays such as

Sanniang Teaches Her Son, The Thunder God Cave, Top Scholar as Matchmaker and A Ritual by the River. She is the recipient

of the 4th Gold Blossom Award of the Chinese Opera Red Plum Blossom Awards, the 12th Hubei Drama Peony Award, the 6t

Peony Award for Chinese Theatre in Hubei Province, the 15t Jianghua Award for Artistic Talent in Wuhan and the 2nd Jianghua

Award for Artistic Talent in Wuhan.

5% X Zhang Zhiwen
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Zhang Zhiwen is a National Class One Performer trained at the Wuhan Drama School under Yao Changsheng, a transmitter of
national intangible cultural heritage, specialising in xiaosheng (young male) roles of Han Opera. He also received training and
guidance from senior artists such as Chen Jinxia, Yan Keqin, Chen Jianhua and Xiao Wanlin. Zhang has starred in such
productions as Pressuring Her Nephew into Taking the Imperial Examination, When the Plum Tree Blooms Again and
Top Scholar as Matchmaker.

% 5 Zhu Yong
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Zhu Yong is a National Class One Performer trained at the Wuhan Municipal Arts School, specialising in hualian (painted face)
roles of Han Opera. He trained in laosheng (old male) roles under the renowned Han Opera teachers and performers
Zhu Dingzhi and Du Weizhong. He later took up wenwu laosheng (civil and martial old male) roles under the guidance of
Li Huiqing and Zhang Xiyuan. Zhu also trained in hualian (painted face) roles under Xiong Changwu. He has starred in
Wielding the Fire Sticks, Farewell My Concubine and Luhuadang. Zhu was the recipient of a Class Three Award in the Wuhan
Competition of Professional Performing Arts Troupes for Young to Middle-aged Performers, another Class Three Award in the
first Hubei Han Opera Festival Actors Competition and the Best Supporting Actor Award at the 25th Shanghai Magnolia
Awards for Theatre Performance.
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The running time of the performance is approximately 2 hours and 45 minutes
including an intermission of 15 minutes.

7.77.2023 (=% Fri) 7:30pm

({ P (B ) Excerpt Waylaying the Horse
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Based on The Generals of the Yang Family and distinguished by its martial arts scenes, this Han Opera excerpt is a classic in the stock
repertory.

While going on an expedition with the Yang army, Jiao Guangpu is stranded in hostile territory. He remains incognito and operates
an inn at Boundary Stake Pass. He always longs to return home but in vain, because he cannot get pass the border crossing. Twenty
years later, Dowager She sends the eighth daughter of the Yang family, Yang Bajie to sneak into the Liao kingdom to spy on the
enemy’s military activities. Disguised as a man, Bajie arrives at Guangpu’s inn. The security pass she carries on her waist catches
Guangpu’s attention and he plans to steal it. His actions arouse Bajie’s suspicions and the two end up fighting, and Guangpu sees
through Bajie’s impersonation. On learning the truth, they ruefully acknowledge each other.

F Cast
Bi/)\#ll : CHEFE  Yang Bajie: Wen Junhua
BN B Jiao Guangpu: Hu Ziyu

CE( CFHHEE) The Cosmic Sword
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Adapted from the signature repertory of the Han Opera virtuoso, Madam Chen Bohua, this adaptation of The Cosmic Sword retains the two
best-known excerpts Writing the Petition at the Zhao Residence and Faking Insanity at the Imperial Court. Also featured are additional scenes
like Distorting the Truth, Zhao-Kuang Alliance, Stealing the Sword and Framing Kuang which greatly enhance the overall coherence of the
storyline. It has become the most popular Han Opera in the last decade, winning accolades that include the Wenhua Drama Award at the
China Arts Festival, the Outstanding Drama Award at the Chinese Theatre Festival and the ‘Five One Project Awards.

The story takes place in the Qin Dynasty. Zhao Gao is the Imperial Tutor who harbours the ambition to usurp absolute political power and
to this end, engineers a travesty at court. His treachery is opposed by Prime Minister Kuang Hong. Kuang possesses a ‘Cosmic Sword’
bestowed by the late emperor that accords him the authority to execute wrongdoers without the need for prior imperial permission. To
neutralise his dissident, Zhao schemes to form an alliance with Kuang by marrying his daughter Zhao Yanrong into the Kuang family. Yet
he does not expect that his scheme will be foiled when Kuang refuses to collaborate with him. So Zhao steals the Cosmic Sword and frames
the Kuang family for a crime they did not commit, thus landing them in jail. Zhao then takes his daughter home, planning to offer her to
the younger Emperor Qin to further ingratiate himself. He hopes the emperor will, in return, bestow the Cosmic Sword on him. On
realising her father’s devious plot, Yanrong resolutely resists him and the emperor. In the end, she manages to bravely extricate herself
from her predicament and embarks on the difficult yet promising journey to find her husband.

B WELS Scenel  Distorting the Truth F Cast
B HMEWIME  Scene2  Zhao-Kuang Alliance ﬁ%% :® #  Zhao Yanrong: Wang Li
BEY WAl Scene3  Stealing the Sword and Framing Kuang i . iR B ZhaoGao: Zhu Yong
ZOfE:E B The Younger Emperor Qin: Wang Jing
~ HIGK B 143§ Intermission of 15 minutes ~ E gt feEss Kuang Hong: Xiong Guogiang
ES : I .
SEVUY ER A Scene4  Writing the Petition at the Zhao Residence ; ik . ﬁ A Kuang Fu: Zeng C‘hun
. X X A WV B WetNurse: Fan Qiong
B SR Scene5  Faking Insanity at the Imperial Court B : 8 ¥ Kang Jianye: Shan Qing
K Bt RIEX  Servant Wu Zhengguang
M BH:® %  Entrance Guard: Cheng Feng
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The running time of the performance is approximately 3 hours and 15 minutes
including an intermission of 15 minutes.

8.7.2023 (215 sa 7:30pm

CK sk CETILD Excerpt A Novice Monk and a Young Nun Revoking Their Vows
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This is a comedy largely adapted from the traditional excerpts Yearning for Secular Life and Fleeing the Mountain. The plot is humorous and
witty, and the characters are portrayed with insight.

Growing up in the Xiantao Nunnery as a novice with the religious name of Sekong, a young girl from the Zhao family is unwilling to
bear the harsh and lonely life of the order. Yearning for the secular world, she absconds. Meanwhile, the young monk Mengwu flees
from the monastery in the mountain as he likewise cannot bear the austere life and loneliness there. When the two runaways meet
along the way, they get on extremely well and share their thoughts. They make a pact to revoke their respective vows in order to be
married.

oy

B Cast
T Mengwu: Sun Wei
2% EBER Sekong: Wang Xiaolu

@ (T-E%E) Admonition by Suicide
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This play is a composite of three excerpts. The first is Crossing Yinping, which portrays Deng Ai as a strategist who knows the warcraft by heart
and has a track record of being highly successful with his military stratagem and wisdom. The role is designed for a shiza (painted face) in Han
Opera. The second excerpt from Jiangyou Pass features the sidan (virtuous female) role in the lead. The actor in this dan role was trained by
Hu Heyan, a National Intangible Cultural Heritage Bearer and winner of an Outstanding Legacy Award from the Ministry of Culture. The third
excerpt, Crying in the Ancestral Temple, is a classic in the repertoire of the Wu Tianbao School of Han Opera, well-known at home and abroad.
Its arias sung in fanerhuang mode are impassioned and profoundly poignant.

The story takes place during the Three Kingdoms period. The Wei generals Deng Ai and Zhong Hui are sent on a military expedition
to Sichuan with the purpose of overrunning the State of Shu. While Zhong is deadlocked with the Shu general Jiang Wei, Deng, in
his desire to one up Zhong Hui, secretly leads his troops through the Yinping Trail to ambush the enemy garrison at Jiangyou Pass.
Upon learning that Deng’s vanguard is at their doorstep, the Shu general Ma Miao is fearful and plans to surrender, a move his wife
Madam Li vehemently opposes to no avail. Going against his wife’s advice to repel the attackers, Ma Miao throws open the city gates
and capitulates without resistance by handing over the city seal. Grief-stricken and indignant, Madam Li kills herself as the ultimate
sacrifice for her state. The Shu emperor Liu Shan is terrified by the turn of events, and his advisers Qiao Zhou and Huang Hao
strongly advocate surrender. Liu Shan’s son Liu Chen, Prince of Beidi, attempts to convince his father to fight, but his pleas fall on
deaf ears. Furious, Liu Chen returns to his palace and kills his wife and son. Then, he goes to the Imperial Ancestral Temple to
tearfully beg for forgiveness from his illustrious ancestors before he kills himself.

B8 BBV Scenel Crossing Yinping FH Cast

S8 ILUhBH  Scene2  Jiangyou Pass Z K:E #H MadamLi: Wang Li
B X%k B Deng Ai: Zhu Yong

~ H135 4k B 11143 Intermission of 15 minutes ~ ®OHB:B Deng Zhong: Mao Wei

BN R Scene 3  Crying in the Ancestral Temple Wi ZL:% @  ShiCuan: Yi Chao
E AK:¥% B Qiu Ben: Zeng Yong
H 4 : %8  Tian Xu: Yan Zhichao
5 #Bl:B ¥ MaMiao: Shan Qing
B d:® A LiuChen Zeng Chun
B f#:fEEIM  LiuShan: Xiong Guogiang
BIRA : BBE®HE  Lady Liu: Yan Changlin
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9 ° 7 ° 2 023 ( E,ﬂﬂ H Sun) 2 :30pm The running time of the performance is approximately 3 hours including an

intermission of 15 minutes.

C{ CZJEMED When the Plum Tree Blooms Again
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The storyline of this play is full of twists and turns from start to finish, and is one of the most popular Han Opera productions. In particular, after
its performance by Han Opera virtuoso Madam Chen Bohua in the 1950s, the play is included as a mandatory classic in the training of successive
cohorts of students at the Chen Bohua school of Han Opera. Both the scenes Praying to Plum Blossoms and Chastising the Minister highlight
the elegant demeanour and dignified disposition of the gingyi (virtuous female) role, and noble qualities like loyalty, filial piety, chastity and
righteousness are well-aligned with the Chen style of performance. In the Congtai scene, the singing showcases the subdued and melodious
erhuang tone of the Chen school.

The story takes place during the Tang dynasty. Treacherous prime minister Lu Qi brings false charges against Mei Bogao to destroy
him and his family. Bogao’s son Mei Liangyu manages to escape by travelling incognito. He finds refuge as a servant at the home of
Chen Risheng, a close friend of Bogao. One day, a strong wind blows and causes the plum flowers in full bloom at the Chen residence
to shed. As‘plum’is‘mei’in Chinese, the fate of the plum flowers reminds Risheng of the tragic fate of his close friend, Mei Bogao
and his family. He is so disheartened that he wants to take a vow to become a Taoist monk. His anguish moves the gods, and the plum
blossoms bloom once more. When offering prayers in the garden, Risheng’s daughter Chen Xingyuan happens to meet Liangyu.
After questioning, she realises Liangyu is the scion of the Mei family. Risheng is overjoyed and betroths Xingyuan to Liangyu. At the
malicious behest of Lu Qi, the emperor suddenly decrees that Xingyuan is to be sent to the frontier to marry a barbarian as a peace
offering. Heartbroken and distraught, Xingyuan chastises Lu Qi bitterly. On her way to the border, Xingyuan meets with Liangyu at
Congtai, where they get engaged and swear eternal love for one another, before finally committing suicide by leaping off the cliff at
the Temple of Lady Wang Zhaojun.

B8 &% M Scene 1  Paying Respects to Mei
BN OB OM Scene2  Chastising the Prime Minister
B # R Scene3  Congtai

EAE I Scene 4  Leap Off the CIiff

~ K BT 8 Intermission of 15 minutes ~

BhE K B/ Scene 5  Losing the Hairpin
A% E OH Scene 6  Reunion

F W Cast

BRAYIC: 2 FH Chen Xingyuan: Li Qing

MEE:E & () Mei Liangyu: Wang Jing (Former Part)
HERE : REX ()  Mei Liangyu: Zhang Zhiwen (Latter Part)

BH S : RIEE Chen Risheng: Wu Zhengguang
BRRA : ] B Lady Chen: He Yu

B iR B Lu Qi: Zhu Yong

BEE: B fi Chen Chunshen: Mao Wei
BB EBER Cuihuan: Wang Xiaolu

Shig ¥ O Urajin: Shan Qing
B - REEIR Dang Jin: Xiong Guoqiang

7% J§|J Han Opera
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First known as Chuqu (songs of the south) or Handiao (Han tunes), and with a history of nearly 400 years, Han Opera is one of
the oldest forms of traditional theatre in China. It was already a popular genre in Hubei, Hunan, Shaanxi and Yunnan Provinces
in the mid-Ming dynasty (circa 15th to 16th centuries). By the Qing dynasty, the merging of the regional Hui operatic troupes with
the Han diao style gave rise to Peking Opera. The prototype voice modes of Han Opera are the vigorous xipi and the lingering,
delicate erhuang, both styles have rich expressive qualities. Collectively known as the 'Eight Hundred Plays', Han Opera has a
diverse collection of traditional repertoire. Most of them are based on historical stories and folk legends. It also has an established
system for ten role types. Han Opera was listed on the first list of Intangible Cultural Heritage at National Level in 2006.

REE R B Wuban Han Opera Theatre
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The Wuhan Han Opera Theatre was formerly the Wuhan Han Opera Troupe, first founded in 1962. Led by Madam Chen Bohua,
a leading virtuoso of the art form, the group has built a strong cast with the ten main role types all complete, and has contributed
tremendously to the research, archive compilation and innovation of the traditional art form of Han Opera. It was listed in 2013 as a
major performing company for regional theatre at the national level. Among the virtuosi under its banner are winners of the
China Theatre Plum Blossom Award, National Class One Performers, as well as a strong base of talented young actors. Many of its
productions have won awards in national competitions, such as the Outstanding Drama Award at the Chinese Theatre Festival,
the Chutian Wenhua Grand Award at the first Arts Festival of Hubei, the ‘Five One Project Awards’, the Drama Showcase Award at the
2nd Arts Festival of Hubei and the Outstanding Drama Award at the Studio Productions Competition of China. Some of the group’s
stage productions have been made into art films for Chinese traditional theatre and television series and won rave reviews at home and
abroad.



