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Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles

U BE I AEIE A - RSB ATHE R BRI VES
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Li Yaxian, the play with which Shen Tiemei
won the Third Plum Blossom Award!

Audience is strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers will only be admitted at a suitable break.
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This is the play with which Shen Tiemei, the “Diva of Sichuan Opera”, won the Plum Blossom Grand Prize (Third Plum Blossom
Award for Chinese Theatre). The audience does not only get to appreciate the transcendent set and costumes of traditional
Chinese opera, but are also treated with the tenderness and elegance of Shen’s unique Sichuan Opera singing.

Li Yaxian is a singsong girl in Chang’an. She falls in love with Zheng Yuanhe, a scholar taking the imperial exam in the capital
city at the order of his father. The couple vow their love for each other at Yichun Pavilion. After Zheng has spent all his money,
the procuress tricks Zheng to leave the Pavilion and forces Li to depart with her. The couple end up separated. When his decadent
life is exposed, Zheng is badly beaten up by his father before his body is left on the river bank. Fortunately, he is saved by a group
of beggars and learns to sing Lotus Rhyme on the street to make a living. Li stands fast to her love, fights against the procuress
and moves back to Yichun Pavilion. Li tries to locate the whereabouts of Zheng. With the help of the beggars, the couple reunite
and reconcile. Li Yaxian is grateful yet sentimental, she is determined that she and Zheng must regain their dignities. Zheng has
become dispirited after his incident and no longer longs for officialdom. Li tries to convince him but her efforts are in vain. She
feels helpless and radically blinds herself to encourage Zheng, who eventually obtains the first place in the imperial exam. After
becoming an officer, Zheng must abandon Li due to her inferior social status. Tasting the bitter-sweet of her romance, Li moves
out of Yichun Pavilion.
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Cast: Shen Tiemei, Sun Yongbo, Sun Qun, Chen Qiujin, Wang Q1i, Luo Jilong, Zhang Fan, Zhao Yong, Xu Chao,
Shi Changshuang, Nei Weiwei, Zhao Banglie, Li Wanguo
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The running time of the performance is
approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes including
an intermission of 15 minutes.
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Battle at Mount Tielong (Gaogiang)
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A representative poladan (shrew) play in Sichuan Opera, characterised by rich stylised movements and varied sleeve routines. Queen
Du is both petulant and melancholy — a personality that is challenging to master. The audience can also observe the charisma of a
dawusheng (leading martial male) role from the character Tie Mu’er in this play.

An excerpt from the full length play The Pearl of the Emperor. After Emperor Yingzong of the Yuan dynasty passed away, the
treacherous plots of Queen Du and her brother Cai Zhonghua are exposed. Feeling ashamed and furious, Queen Du wants to purge the
princes Yiliu and Shuoyuan. Four senior officials urge to Mount Tielong, where the oldest prince Tie Mu’er was banished, to seek help
with the emergency. Tie Mu’er leads his troops to return to the capital city and takes over the execution ground. The treacherous
officials, including Cai Zhonghua, are executed. Queen Du is in rage and she makes a scene. Tie Mu’er secretly orders his military
officer Niu Naicheng to kill her.
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Capturing the Tiger (Dengxi)
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This traditional Lantern Opera is characterised by the unique Sichuan Opera features to
present a tragedy with a comedic acting. The more the character cries in a play, the more the
audience laughs.

The magistrate county mistakes the name of his runner Ru Deshan as a nickname that means “he who can go up the hill”. Ru Deshan
is sent to the hill to catch a man-eating tiger. Ru keeps crying on his way, during which a series of funny events take place. In the end,
he surprisingly catches the tiger.
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Yearning for the Secular World (Gaogiang)
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In the Chinese opera community, there is a saying that “male actors feel pressure with the play Flee by Night, and female ones,
Yearning for the Secular World”. The performance of the character Sekong the Nun, fuses the roles of guimendan (highborn female),
nudan (maid service) and huadan (young female), and calls for supreme singing and acting skills. The essence of a cappella singing in
Sichuan Opera is brought out to its fullest.

Yearning for the Secular World is a renowned traditional Chinese opera classic. The story is about a young nun Sekong, who feels
lonely in her religious practices and is yearning for the life of the secular world. The opportunity finally arises — there is no one else at
the convent, and Sekong takes off her kasaya and quietly leaves.
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Cast: Shen Tiemei
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Forcing her Nephew to Take the Imperial
Examination (Gaogiang)
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The stylised movements and sophisticated demeanour of a xiaosheng (civil male) in Sichuan Opera are presented in this play. The
specific facial expressions of the role are all expressed in perfection. In the segment of the departure, the performer cleverly makes use
of the technical routine of pleats — moving the front and back flaps of the garment — to convey the sentiments of not wanting to part.

An excerpt from the full length play The Story of the Jade Hairpin. It is the Song dynasty, scholar Pan Bizheng is living with his aunt
at a Taoist temple as he studies for the imperial exam. He secretly falls in love with a Taoist nun Chen Miaochang, but their romance
is discovered by the abbess. To protect the reputation of the temple, the abbess forces Pan Bizheng to go to the capital city and sit for
his exam.
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Cast: Sun Yongbo
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The running time of the performance is approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes including an intermission of 15 minutes.



Sichuan Opera
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Sichuan Opera, or Chuanju, is a regional opera popular within all of Sichuan, as well as part of the provinces of Yunnan and
Guizhou. The operatic genre is a marriage of five artistic styles of singing, namely gaogiang, kunqu, hugin (also known as
pihuang), tanxi (also known as bangzi) and the folk Lantern Opera of Sichuan known as dengxi. There are five types of roles
in Sichuan Opera — xiaosheng (young male), dan (female), sheng (male), hualian (painted face), and chou (comic). Each of
these roles has its own system, which comes with a programme of routines. Performance of the roles of wensheng (civil
male), xiaochou (young comic), and dan are the most special. They are highly creative in terms of theatrical expression and
performance techniques, which fully demonstrate the coexistence of reality and virtuality in Chinese opera, as well as the
aesthetical character that condenses into the bare form for conveying connotative meanings. In 2006, Sichuan Opera was
approved by the State Council to be included in list of the first batch of National Intangible Cultural Heritage.
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Chongqing Chuan Theatre

Founded in 1951, Chongqing Chuan Theatre, formerly the Experimental Chuanju Theatre of Chongqing, has a long history.
The calligraphy of its name was personally written by Guo Moruo. Over its 60 years of history, the theatre has been striving
to explore the art of Sichuan Opera, focusing on innovations in the singing voice and researches of Sichuan Operatic theories.
The company has converged veteran masters and renowned leading actors, including seasoned artists Zhang Decheng, Zhou
Mulian, Wu Xiaolei, Zhou Yuxiang, Yuan Yukun, etc. and leading young and middle-aged contemporary Sichuan Opera
performers, such as virtuoso Shen Tiemei and many others. Its repertoire consists of hundreds of outstanding titles, including
The Story of the Wooden Hairpin, The Reincarnation of a Beauty, The Tale Under the Willow Shade, The Story of the Lute,
Jinzi, Li Yaxian. The company has performed throughout the country, as well as overseas in the United States, the United
Kingdom, France, Korea, Japan, etc., playing the messenger that communicates and disseminates culture and tradition
between east and west. Shen Tiemei, the current director, is also the vice chairman of Chinese Dramatists' Association,
chairman of Chongqing Federation of Literary and Arts Circle and a three-time winner of the Plum Blossom Award for
Chinese Theatre.
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Artists on Their Art : Chinese Traditional Theatre in Modern Context
14.7.2017 (£ # % Fri) 7:30pm
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Speaker: Shen Tiemei, Luo Huaizhen (Playwright of Li Yaxian)
FTH BEY (BB EMHRE)
Moderator: Chan Chun-miu (Chinese opera researcher)
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GR1, Level 6, Grand Theatre Backstage, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
3 35 £ 3% In Putonghua
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Limited seats available on a first-come-first-served basis.
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Vivid Gems of Chinese Art - Sichuan Opera

23.5-19.6.2017

K8 K& & K% Foyer, Tsuen Wan Town Hall

4-16.7.2017

& K& % K¥ Foyer, Hong Kong City Hall
% % N\ 3% Free admission
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Tickets available from 18 April onwards at all URBTIX outlets, on Internet, by Mobile Ticketing App and
Credit Card Telephone Booking.

Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 and above, people with disabilities and the minder, full-time students and Comprehensive Social
Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients. (Limited tickets for full-time students and CSSA recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis.)

Group Booking Discount - 10% off for each purchase of 4-9 standard tickets; 15% off for 10-19 standard tickets; 20% off for 20 or more standard tickets.
“Chinese Opera Festival 2017” Package Discount - For each purchase of standard tickets for different Chinese Opera Festival performances, the
following concession applies: 10% off for 3-4 different performances; 15% off for 5-9 different performances; 20% off for 10 or more different performances.
Patrons can enjoy only one of the above discount offers. Please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase.
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The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute artists. = W E R % E% Gl I
The programme does not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department. View programme trailer now!




