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Research Institute of Regional Opera Legacy of Heze Municipal, Shandong
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The original Regional Opera Theatre of Heze Municipal, Shandong was established in 2001. Its name was changed to Research Institute of Regional Opera
Legacy of Heze Municipal, Shandong in 2012. The Theatre is responsible for researching, protecting, the inheritance and showcasing of such regional genres
of Shandong, including Shandong Bangzi Opera, Zaobang Opera, Daxianzi Opera, etc. The units coming to Hong Kong assembled by the Research Institute
include such professional centres and bodies as Heze Municipal Daxianzi Opera Inheritance and Protection Centre, Heze Municipal Zaobang Opera Inheritance
and Protection Centre, Heze Municipal Shandong Bangzi Opera Inheritance and Protection Centre, Heze Municipal Peony District Dapingdiao Opera
Inheritance and Protection Centre, Heze Municipal Dingtao County Liangjiaxian Opera Inheritance and Protection Centre, to proactively organise and promote
the creation of opera and to nurture talents for regional opera. Being the most capable inheriting and performing unit in Heze, the Research Institute also
sets up cultural industry, launches cultural and arts development centres and theatres, develop art performances, calligraphy and painting exhibitions, audio
and visual production businesses, etc.
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Artists on Their Arts:
A Discussion on Chinese Opera Vocal Styles Through
the Caozhou Regional Genre

Exhibition: The Art of Regional Opera of Shandong

31.5.2016 12pm-8pm
1-2.6.2016 9am-8pm
3.6.2016

BB R ORERE
Exhibition Gallery, Hong Kong Cultural Centre

14.7.2016 (2831 Thu) 7:30pm

FHEROITRXIBUB2IRERE
AC2, Level 4, Administration Building,
Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Speakers: Zhou Bo
(National Class One Director of Shandong Art Research Institute),

9am-6pm

4.6-3.7.2016
BEBAKGEKRE
Foyer, Hong Kong City Hall

% & A5 Free admission
Xu Xiangdong

(Director of Research Institute of
Regional Opera Legacy of Heze Municipal, Shandong),

He Xiliang, Hou Yanli, Song Xiuhong

R REE

Moderator: Chan Chun-miu

FEEXEE
Hong Kong City Hall
BEPIRE T EBS5%
5 Edinburgh Place, Central, Hong Kong
T 2921 2840

EEBETE - RBAL > BAR 0 KRS BAREIL
In Putonghua. Free admission.
Limited seats available on a first-come-first-served basis.

4A15H
15 April

FREORNESE BEALTREEA 2AHBERGAUBREBEDIEATZAXHEEE - RAHNBERGESEALERLTLS R )
Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 and above, people with disabilities and the minder, full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients.
(Limited tickets for full-time students and CSSA recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis.)
SERMREE — S RBBEEBEPIZIZRTEONER ; 102 193RAESSHTHEE ; 20k L ATRSHTEE -
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Group Booking Discount —
10% off for each purchase of 4-9 standard tickets; 15% off for 10-19 standard tickets; 20% off for 20 or more standard tickets
‘Chinese Opera Festival 2016’ Package Discount -
For each purchase of standard tickets for different Chinese Opera Festival performances, the following concession applies:
10% -off for 3-4 different performances; 15% off for 5-9 different performances; 20% off for 10 or more different performances
LHBREER VAR - FREREENRBAS -
Patrons can enjoy only one of the above discount offers. Please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase.
EAFBEE Credit Card Telephone Booking: 2111 5999 | #8 L8R Internet Booking: www.urbtix.hk
BB & Programme Enquiries: 2268 7325 | % Ticketing Enquiries: 3761 6661
EHRBEHTUDEREREREE - ABAATTRRBRER L BBENER -

The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute artists
The programme does not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department

BB RR - ERERR!

View programme trailer now!

REEZEAREN URBTIXH
Mobile Ticketing App  fididbtaisl
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Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles

BERBELEGAL BREAFBEERRL RS -
Audience is strongly advised to arrive punctually.
Latecomers will only be admitted at a suitable break.
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Liangjiaxian Opera San La Fang
AERIBThE - SREEERT Mgl TdFEl TRER] £

15.7.2016 (2 #3 F Fri) 7:30pm
A% TRk (MZEIl) Daxianzi Opera Mount Liangjia RFAL

Song Xiuhong
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L < b T oy ke SE s Singing skills of sheng (male) roles and dan (female) roles are the highlight of this
WS IE B4R %%Iiﬁ Eﬁﬁﬂ‘%%’&ﬂ i 3% BH% l e 23 AR piece of work. The musical arias adopted such rhythm as wawa, beici, kantoujue.
HURF o BREMT IR AE MR Ll - BEBIBER TRREME T LA > B The arias are joyful and fluent, the performance on stage is simple and -
EEXATEERMEMT - SN T EBEZF L BEE WK unsophisticated, filled with rich flavours of life. K()i[é?j:qin
4% > BUEME > HESSH TEIHEEE - EEHE > A Newly-wed young woman Guo Suzhen is kind and gentle. As her groom Zhang
PERESA R R . BRIGH - BREE - Wensheng has to go to the capital city for the imperial examination, reluctantly she
has to let him go and she is worried about him. So when she packs up for him,
Mount Liangjia is a classic title of Daxianzi Opera, which has been restaged to she keeps giving reminders and implicitly conveys her love. She holds him back
BEXR revive the art in recent years. This piece of work gained the Class One Script several times before she is willing to see him off.
Zhai Yusheng Award and Performer Award in 1956 at the 2nd Opera Festival in Shandong s N L _ . .
Province. The roles in the opera are fully geared with outstanding FE : BRE - ALEF  Main Cast: Liu Junhua, Kong Xuegin

personalities, and the musical set tunes are abundant. The elegant “refined”
style uses such set tunes as Flower in the Sea, Suo Nan Zhi, Yu Jiao Zhi, while
the wild and uninhibited “crude” style uses such set tunes as Da Qing Yang,
Gao Bao Zhuang Tai. The piece is embellished with characteristic musical
instruments as the four big hand fans and the jianzi trombone etc.

A (WEH) Dapingdiao Opera Winning Over Jiang Wei
ZEIBINE > MYEZ o SHIBEERAT HR - BIK - BNERK  ERBREHET
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Singing skills of laosheng (old man) roles are the highlight of this piece of work. Various stylised
movements will also be showcased. The musical arias use such rhythms as zaiban, adagio, jinerba, etc. The

performers sing in bright rigorous voice and the acting is rough and heroic with a touch of gentleness, and
adopted such traditional performance techniques.

During the Zhengde reign of the Ming dynasty, Zheng Feng, the Deputy
Minister of Defence, is framed by treacherous court official Liu Jin. Zheng o B
Feng is demoted to act as County Prefect of Fuzhou. When Zheng is on his :
way to assume office, he passes by Mount Liangjia and is pushed off a cliff
by Liu Jin's adopted son, Chen Chang. Chen impersonates Zheng to assume
office in Fuzhou. Fuzhou regional official Jia Tuliang notices the flaw of
Chen Chang’s plot. After investigation, Jia Tuliang devises a plot to bring
Chen Chang to justice and has him executed. Jia then bravely makes an
official report to the Court to uncover wrongdoing committed by Liu Jin.
His act helps eliminate a treacherous officer and brings about justice.

TE: BEE Z2NE REA -FIE
Main Cast: Zhai Yusheng, Meng Fanjin, Song Xiuhong, Li Yuwei

He Xiliang

Zhuge Liang goes on an expedition to fight against Wei kingdom and deploys Zhao Yun to attack
Tianshui Pass and is defeated by Jiang Wei. Out of his appreciation of talents, Zhuge Liang wishes to
recruit Jiang Wei; he orders to first attack Jicheng where Jiang’s mother lives so as to lure Jiang Wei to
save his mother. Meanwhile, Wei Yan is deployed to impersonate Jiang Wei to attack Tianshui. When
Jiang Wei returns, Ma Zun, the Governor of Tianshui, thinks that Jiang has already defected against the
kingdom of Wei, therefore he refuses to open the city gate for Jiang. When Jiang Wei is stuck and has
nowhere to go, Zhuge Liang persuades him once and again. Eventually Jiang Wei deflects to the
kingdom of Shu. This excerpt is about “the three orders” which Zhuge Liang gives to deploy the army.

Li Yuwei

16.7.2016 (277~ Sat) 2:30pm
1 F B Excerpts
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Zaobang Opera Xu Long Executing bis Own Son
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One of the “Eight Old Scripts” of traditional Zaobang Opera repertoires, in which

EE AR - MERE  Main Cast: He Xiliang, Wei Junjian

IR T <ChE)
Shandong Bangzi Opera The Ridge of the Five Phoenixes
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e : 2% I3 An excerpt emphasizes singing and movement of qingyi (virtuous female) roles and daomadan (female
A (pamteq Hep R fOf stlrong, g character) OB /ao;hgng (OIS Liu Chang'an Lu Qingru warrior) roles. Common vernacular is used and the arias are sweet and delightful, with a strong and distinct !
man) roles and xiaodan (young female) roles attach great importance to singing an Havour of the traditional musical melodies of Shandong Bangzi. {

movement. A series of actions of Xu Long, like waving his sleeves, shaking his beard, rubbing his hands and stamping his feet, before the decapitation of his

son, is tightly integrated with the complicated thinking and feelings of the characters at that time, and this exemplifies the characteristics of this operatic genre. Court official of Tang dynasty, Wu Chenggong, is framed by treacherous people. His daughter, Wu 7hf§§;ﬁchen
Fengying, starts a revolution and leads the armies to attack Chang’an in order to avenge her father’s death. ™

Xu Meng, the son of Ding Guo Gong, Xu Long, is visiting the banks of the river; he takes away a fisherman girl by force and beats her innocent father to Cheng Yaojin makes a report to the Emperor to nominate the new number one scholar, Li Huaiyu, to act as

death. The fisherman girl will not succumb to him and commits suicide by jumping into the river. She is saved by Zhu Ji and Hai Rui, who are on their the army general, his wife Chang Xiuluan to be the pioneer officer. Tt turns out that Wu Fengying and Li

return to the capital city to report to the King after having been to Yunnan to pacify the people. They ask the fisherman girl what has happened, and then Huaiyu are engaged to be married since they were little. Persuaded by Li Huaiyu, Wu Fengying eventually

bring her to the capital city to help her find justice. With a strong sense of righteousness, Xu Long put justice before blood relations, despite the pain he succumbs to persuasion and deflects to Tang dynasty. This excerpt portrays when Wu Fengying, Li Huaiyu

beheads his son. and Chang Xiuluan meet face to face, Li Huaiyu persuades Wu Fengying to deflect to Tang dynasty.

TE: BRL EEL - ®LB Main Cast: Liu Chang'an, Lu Qingru, Zhang Donglan TE: MBEE - ®RFA - RIEFE  Main Cast: Zhu Fengchen, Song Xiuhong, Wu Tingting
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16.7.2016 (257% Sat) 7:30pm
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Hil (2¥iE) Zaobang Opera The Pearl Tower
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Also known as Fang Qing Humiliates His Aunt. The singing, speech and movement of xiaosheng (young male) roles are the highlight of this act. The musical aria is
mainly liushuiban (flowing rhythm) and the singing is delicate and tactful which is full of lingering charm.

il

Scholar Fang Qing and his cousin have known each other since they were very young, so they are engaged to be married. However, the Fang family is
framed by some treacherous court officials and the whole family is sentenced to decapitation. Fang Qing escapes from the family estate and goes to stay
with the Chen family. His aunt despises him for being poor and prefers the wealthy people. She intends to marry off her daughter to other people.
Fortunately the maid makes the connection for Fang Qing to meet his cousin in the garden. The cousin sends Fang Qing a precious pagoda and money,
and encourages him to seek scholarly honour. Subsequently, Fang Qing is successful and returns to his hometown. The lovers are reunited. This excerpt
tells how Fang Qing plays jokes on his aunt after he has returned.

FE EFEE - FE/Z  EEH Main Cast: Li Xiulian, Wang Fuzhi, Lu Qingru
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Liangjiaxian Opera Dull Sister Giving upp Her Room
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Winner of the Class One Award for Show in the 2" Heze Municipal Opera Festival, an
excerpt emphasizes signing and movement of sheng (male) roles and the dan (female) roles.

The lines are easy to understand with a lot of dialect and slangs. Rhythms such as daban,
erban, beici are used in the musical arias, the melody is bright and joyful.

Newly-wed Lengjie is in ecstasy in her wedding room, but she sees the sad and worried face
Y 5 e of her groom. Lengjie tries her best to probe for the truth, and comes to know that her
J 8 RER Btk LEHF o i p ) i ;
groom already has a lover in mind. In the end, the good-natured Lengjie makes a righteous
choice to bring romance to the others, and leaves her wedding room to another woman.

TEREE -AEF ARE - 2%E
Main Cast: Hou Yanli, Kong Xuegin, Zhou Changgian, Liu Junhua

Zhou Changgian Hou Yanli Liu Junhua  Kong Xueqin
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Dapingdiao Opera Down the East of the River 4;;«' a5 R

He Xiliang
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An excerpt emphasizes singing, movement, dancing and fighting of /aosheng (old man) roles and wujing
(military painted face) roles. The performance is bold and vigorous, with exaggerated actions; there is

delicateness in crudeness, and crudeness in delicateness. The use of traditional performance techniques
demonstrates to the full characteristics of Dapingdiao Opera.

Having ascended to the throne, Zhao Kuangyin makes an expedition to fight Northern Han. Court official Ouyang Fang takes the lead and Huyan Shouting takes
up the role of pioneer team leader. The general and the commander originally bear grudges against each other. Ouyang Fang has secret ties with Northern Han,
and secretly cooperates with the enemy’s army to attack the Song camps. Zhao Kuangyin almost gets captured; fortunately, Huyan Shouting and his younger
sister confront and beat the enemies to gain victory. Though Ouyang Fang’s plot is unsuccessful, he frames Huyan for being a traitor; in his capacity as field

marshal, he decapitates Huyan Shouting in front of Zhao Kuangyin. Zhao has no choice and gets trapped in Hedong. Subsequently when Huyan Shouting’s wife
and son come to see Zhao Kuangyin to seek a reason, Zhao exhausts every method before being able to convince them to put aside personal grudges.
Subsequently, Huyan Shouting’s wife, surnamed Kang, together with her son, Huyan Zan, and her daughter, Huyan Lanyu, lead the expedition. Mute Huyan Zan
resumes his ability to talk on his way, eventually defeats the enemy to save Zhao Kuangyin. In this excerpt, Huyan Zan scolds Zhao Kuangyin for listening to
calumny and kills righteous people by mistake.

FE MAR - BEE  Main Cast: He Xiliang, Wei Junjian
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Shandong Bangzi Opera Opposition at Xitang
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An excerpt emphasizes singing and speech of gingyi (virtuous female) roles and daomadan
(female warrior) roles. Rhythms of adagio, jinerba, liushui, duoban, shanban, etc. are used in
the musical arias, demonstrate the essence of the rhythmic arias of Shandong Bangzi Opera.

Female warrior Fan Lihua of the Tang dynasty wins the war against the kingdom of Xiliang to
restore peace with her excellent martial arts and outstanding courage, not minding personal
feelings, gains or losses, and gains respect from everybody. In this excerpt, Fan Lihua chides her
sister-in-law Xue Jinlian and intelligently captures Yang Dan, who is the brother of Yang Fan.

FE MEE - RFBEAL - = Main Cast: Zhu Fengchen, Song Xiuhong, Li Jian P E
Zhu Fengchen
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The running time of the performance is approximately 2 hours and 15 minutes including an intermission of 15 minutes.

A 5% F gk Daxianzi Opera
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Alternatively known as Daxianxi, which is an ancient operatic genre popular in southwestern region of Shandong. The name reflects that the singing in
Daxianxi starts with sanxian. Developed from the popular tunes and vernacular songs of the Yuan and Ming dynasties, there is a variety of arias and set
tunes. The tune singing comes with the rustic and refined styles. The rustic style features many words and a hurried tune which depicts a galvanized mood;
the refined style features fewer words and the tune is played with a slow tempo that sounds like the floating clouds and running water. The style of singing
is bold and vigorous, but the accompanying music of the sanxian, xidi and dadi is refined and elegant. The stylised movements are strong and exaggerated,
and the overall performance is played between two extremes: exaggerating and subtle.

# E4 Zhai Yusheng
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Zhai Yusheng is a main performer of Heze Municipal Daxianzi Opera Inheritance and Protection Centre. He is graduated from opera
performance specialism of the Heze Local Academy of Arts, specialised in wusheng (military male) roles and wenchou (civil comic)
roles. He won numerous awards including the Gold Award in the 1+ National Flower Cup for Young to Middle-aged Chinese Opera
Performers and the Class One Excellent Performance Award in the 4" Heze Municipal Opera Festival.

w2 JL 4 Meng Fanjin
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Meng Fanjin is a National Class Two Performer of Heze Municipal Daxianzi Opera Inheritance and Protection Centre, specialised in

xusheng (bearded male) roles. He won numerous awards including the Performance Award in the 7" Shandong Cultural and Arts
Festival and the Class One Performance Award in the 9" Shandong Cultural and Arts Festival.

K74 Song Xiuhong

HETRKEZFHERREFLERERES FTEXR - IFH - mﬁm%%iﬂz?ﬂﬁ&qﬂﬁib\ RERE
ZER-HETEZEHHERE-_SR - HETFHNEHAGRE SRS

Song Xiuhong is a main performer of Heze Municipal Daxianzi Opera Inheritance and Protection Centre, specialised in gingyi
(virtuous female) and daomadan (female warrior) roles. She won numerous awards including the Class Three Performance Award in
the Shandong Regional Opera Contest for Young to Middle-aged Performers, the Class Two Performance Award in the 3¢ Heze
Municipal Opera Festival and the Class One Performance Award in the 4™ Heze Municipal Opera Festival.



A¥# Dapingdiao Opera
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Originally named Pingdiao, it won the name as its music is of a lower pitch than the Shandong Bangzi Opera and Hebei Bangzi Opera. As it uses especially
large bangzi (about 2 feet long) in the percussion, it was also called Dayoubang or Dabangxi; now it is commonly known as Dapingdiao. It was popular
about 500 years ago in the region of Caozhou (now Heze Municipal) and Puyang and Hua County of Henan, across the border region of five provinces as
Hebei, Shandong, Henan, Jiangsu and Anhui; with Zhengzhou and Chenzhou to the west, Xuzhou and Bozhou to the south, Daming and Cizhou to the
north, and Jining and Yanzhou to the east; thus it boasted to be popular in “Five Provinces and Eight States”. The roles are mainly sheng (male) and jing
(painted face), the acting is crude and forceful, speaking up in natural voice and arias in falsetto. The instruments played in a martial scene consist of a pair
each of large cymbals nao and bo, which are commonly called “the four big hand fans”. These are accompanied by the jianzi trombone to convey a majestic
mood.

fiI P4 [ He Xiliang
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He Xiliang is a National Class One Performer of Heze Municipal Peony District Dapingdiao Opera Inheritance and Protection Centre
and National Class Intangible Cultural Heritage — Dapingdiao Opera’s Representative Bearer. He is the first disciple of Guo Shenggao
who is known as “The King of Pingdiao”. He won the Class One Performance Award in the Shandong Opera Contest for Young to
Middle-aged Performers, the Gold Award in the 2" National Opera Singing Red Plum Competition.

MR 5% Liangjiaxian Opera
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Alternatively known as Erjiaxian also called Dawuyin. The refreshing and smooth aria won it the name of “half a bowl of honey”. It was popular in the
southwestern part of Shandong during the mid-Qianlong period. It was transformed from “flower-drum operas” sung among the people. The plays are
often about daily lives of “three xiao” main roles, xiaosheng (young male), xiaodan (young female) and xiaochou (young clown) roles.

B8 ¥ Liu Junhua
SEHEMEMR L EAREROER_NES  GERE-EHHEMABAERER

Liu Junhua is a National Class Two Performer of Heze Municipal Dingtao County Liangjiaxian Opera Inheritance and Protection
Centre. She won the Performance Award in the 2" National Opera Red Plum Competition.

fLE ) Kong Xueqin
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Kong Xuegin is a National Class Two Performer of Heze Municipal Dingtao County Liangjiaxian Opera Inheritance and Protection
Centre. She won the Performance Award in the 5" Shandong Red Plum Competition of the 7% Shandong International Public Arts
Festival.

% Z 8 Hou Yanli
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Hou Yanli is the director and a National Class Two Performer of Heze Municipal Dingtao County Liangjiaxian Opera Intangible
Cultural Heritage Protection and Inheritance Centre, specialised in gingyi (virtuous female) and huadan (young female) roles. She
won the Gold Award in the National Flower Cup Opera Performers Competition, the Class One Performance Award in the National
Opera Red Plum Competition, etc.
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During the years of Guangxu reign of the Qing dynasty, Shanxi Shangdang Bangzi was introduced into Heze Municipal, Shandong. Under the influence of
the local dialect, a new regional genre is thus established. As the singing and acting uses the percussion of banzi made of jujube wood, thus the name
Zaobang. The aria is special, the honglian (red face) and heilian (black face) sing the rhyme “oh ah” in one higher octave in falsetto while the xiaosheng

(young male) and xiaodan (young female) give out the sounds of “yi ah”. The accompanying musical instrument is mainly a musical saw. With enriched
rhythm and set tunes, the performance is exaggerated and the arias are excited.

# &% Liu Chang’an
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Liu Chang'an is a National Class One Performer of Heze Municipal Zaobang Opera Inheritance and Protection Centre, specialised in
dajing (painted face) roles. He won numerous awards including the Class Two Performance Award in the 7" Shandong Cultural and
Arts Festival and the Gold Award in the National Flower Cup Opera Performers Competition.

JE Bl Lu Qingru
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Lu Qingru is a National Class One Performer of Heze Municipal Zaobang Opera Inheritance and Protection Centre, specialised in
xusheng (bearded male) roles. He won numerous awards including the Class One Performance Award in both the 6" & 7 Shandong
Cultural and Arts Festival and the Class One Performance Award in the 5% Shandong Opera Red Plum Competition.

Z% ¥ Li Xiulian

&ﬁa‘%‘%if?ﬁ{ﬁ%ﬁ ROBER—QES  ET/0E - RIEB - ERLREMHTHBEEABRE-F
ILREHHMAMAKBERE-ERS -
Li Xiulian is a National Class Two Performer of Heze Municipal Zaobang Opera Inheritance and Protection Centre, specialised in

xiaosheng (young male) roles and /aodan (old woman) roles. She won the Class One Performance Award in the Shandong Regional
Opera Performers Competition and the Class Two Performance Award in the Shandong Opera Red Plum Competition, etc.

FE# 2 Wang Fuzhi
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Wang Fuzhi is a National Class Two Performer of Heze Municipal Zaobang Opera Inheritance and Protection Centre, specialised in
gingyi (virtuous female) roles and caidan (comic female) roles. She won the Gold Award in the National Flower Cup Opera
Performers Competition and the Class Two Performance Award in the Shandong Opera Extravaganza, etc.
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LI 38 #f F Shandong Bangzi Opera
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Popular in the southwestern and middle regions of Shandong, also known as Gaodiao, Caozhou Bangzi, Shandong Bangzi Opera is a regional opera genre
developed from Shanshan Bangzi Opera. It is of the same roots but a different branch of Henan Bangzi Opera. It has about a history of 400 years, due to its
intensity, it is also known as “life-risking bangzi aria”. The style of performance is exaggerated, with loud and high-pitched arias and the male roles mainly

sing in “erbengiang” with refined pronunciation. The sheng (male) roles use fine pronunciation, while the jing (painted face) roles pronounce in slightly
explosive and less clear voices.

BB EL Zhu Fengchen
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Zhu Fengchen is a National Class One Performer of Heze Municipal Shandong Bangzi Opera Inheritance and Protection Centre and
Provincial Level Representative Bearer of Shandong Bangzi Opera, specialised in gingyi (virtuous female) and huadan (young female)
roles. She won numerous awards including the Outstanding Performance Award in the 10" Chinese Arts Festival and the Class One
Performance Award in the 7" Shandong Cultural and Arts Festival.




