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Gu Haohao is a National Class One Performer and Director of Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe. She graduated from Shanghai Municipal Chinese Opera Institute 3" Kunqu
Acting Class, the Department of Cultural Administration of Shanghai University and holds a Master Degree in Fine Arts conferred by the Shanghai Theatre Academy. She
specialises in wudan (military female) roles and the daomadan (sword and steed female) roles. She has studied under Kunqu Opera artist Wang Zhiquan and has received
numerous awards including the 23 Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre.
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i Li An is a National Class One Performer specialized in xiaosheng roles. He was among the 3 batch of artists completing the Kunqu Performers’ Training
Course. He was trained under Yue Meiti, Cai Zhengren and Zhou Zhigang who are first generation mentees of Maestro Yu Zhenfei. He won the 26th Plum Blossom Award for
Chinese Theatre etc..
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Wu Shuang is a National Class One Performer specialized in jing (painted face) roles. He was among the 3™ batch of artists completing the Kunqu Performers’ Training
Course, and is a Language graduate of the East China Normal University. He trained in Kunqu performance under Fang Yang, Zhong Weide and Wang Qun, and received
personal guiding by the famous Peking Opera artist Shang Changrong. He won the 27" Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre etc..
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Miao Bin is a National Class One Performer specialized in laosheng (old male) roles. He graduated from the Shanghai “Five-Seven” Peking Opera
Class and joined the Shanghai Peking Opera Theatre in the same year, where he was trained under Zhang Wenjuan, Chi Shigong, Ma Baogang and Chen
Hongsheng. He was later formally accepted as a disciple by the veteran actor of the laosheng roles, Chen Dahuo, and was trained in the stylistic school of Yu Shuyan. In
2001, he won a Performance Award at the 7 China Theatre Festival.
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Shen Yili is a National Class One Performer who was among the 3 batch of artists completing the Kunqu Performers’ Training Course, and holds an MFA degree conferred
by the Shanghai Theatre Academy. She specializes in guimendan roles and is a protégé of Wang Yingzhi, and later received personal guidance and teaching from famous
Kunqu Opera artists as Zhang Jingxian, Zhang Xunpeng, Hua Wenyi, Zhang Jiging, Shen Shihua, Wang Fengmei, Liang Guyin and Wang Zhiquan etc. She won the Leading
Performer Award at the 11™ Shanghai Magnolia Performing Arts Award etc..
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Ni Hong is a National Class One Performer who was among the 3 batch of artists completing the Kunqu Performers’ Training Course, and graduated
from School of Chinese Opera and Dance of the Shanghai Theatre Academy, majoring in Chinese opera performance. Ni Hong at first specialized in guimendan roles and
then changed to huadan roles. She is a protégé of Kunqu Opera artists Zhang Xunpeng, Liang Guyin and Liu Jian. She won the Supporting Role Award in the 11th Shanghai
Magnolia Performing Arts Awards etc..
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Yu Bin is a National Class One Performer who was among the 3" batch of artists completing the Kunqu Performers’ Training Course, and graduated from School of Chinese Opera
and Dance of the Shanghai Theatre Academy, majoring in Chinese opera performance. She specializes in guimendan roles and zhengdan roles. She is a protégé of Wang Yingzhi

and Zhu Xiaoyu, and later received personal teaching from Kunqu Opera artists Zhang Jingxian, Zhang Xunpeng and Liang Guyin. She won the Red Prunus Gold Award in
the 2 Chinese Traditional Theatre Singing Competition etc..
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Hou Zhe is a National Class Two Performer, and graduated from the Shanghai Municipal Chinese Opera Institute. Hou specializes in chou (comic) roles.
He has studied under Kunqu Opera artists Tu Yongheng, Wang Shijie, Liu Yilong and Cheng Zhixiong. He has received the 1% National Kunqu Young
Performers Exchange Performance New Budding Orchids Award etc..
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.. Chen Li is a National Class Two Performer specialized in guimendan roles. She was among the third batch of artists completing the Kunqu Performers’
Training Course, and a graduate of Department of Television Arts of the Shanghai Theatre Academy, majoring in Television Anchor studies. At the institute she studied
under Wang Yingzhi, and subsequently under Zhang Jingxian, Liang Guyin, Zhang Xunpeng and Hua Wenyi. She has received the 5™ China Kunqu Opera Arts Festival
Performance Award etc..
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%@\ N Luo Chenxue is a National Class Two Performer specialized in guimendan roles. She trained under many Kunqu virtuosi such as Hu Jinfang, Gong
Yinlei, Kong Aiping and Xu Yunxiu, and in 2012, became the formal disciple of Zhang Jingxian. Luo was the winner of the Gold Flower Award at the 3* and 4" Red
Prunus Cup competition etc..
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/ Hu Weilu is a National Class Two Performer who graduated from the Shanghai Municipal Chinese Opera Institute. She specializes in xiaosheng roles,
and has learnt from Yue Meiti, Cai Zhengren and Zhou Zhigang. She possesses a refreshing and noble temperament, handsome appearance, fine performance, and is skilled in
singing and acting. She won the New Performer Award and Repertoire Award in the Shanghai New Repertoire Award in 2014 etc..
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Zhang Li is a fine young performer in the Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe. She graduated from the Kunqu Performance class of the Shanghai Theatre
Academy. She specializes in guimendan roles. She is a protégé of Hua Wenyi, Wang Yingzhi, and was taught by Liang Guyin, Zhang Jiging etc. She has performed along
with several famous Kunqu Opera artists in rendering the Classical Version of The Peony Pavilion, and during the World Expo she played the lead role in the garden dream
version of The Peony Pavilion. She had visited Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan etc. several times to participate in exchange performances.
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Sharing Session by Kunqu Opera Artists to
Commemorate the 400" Anniversary of the Death of Tang Xianzu

10.7.2016 (2 # H Sun) 2:30pm
% 5 I % 8 % B | Auditorium, Kwai Tsing Theatre
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Speakers: Liu Yilong, Zhang Xunpeng, Zhang Jingxian, Yue Meiti, Liang Guyin

PR (HGBREShERd R FRRDAXMAEHHZAGLR)

Moderator: Cheng Pei-kai (President, OHKF China Institute; Chairman, Intangible Cultural Heritage Advisory Committee of Hong Kong)
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In Putonghua. Free admission. Limited seats available on a first-come-first-served basis.
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Exhibition: Tang Xianzu and The Four Dreams at Linchuan
% % A4 Free Admission

hifkgEkE
Foyer, Tuen Mun Town Hall
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Foyer Exhibition Area, Hong Kong Cultural Centre

Bl E AR RO

Arts Resource Centre, 10/F, Hong Kong Central Library

ZHMBEAE
Foyer, Kwai Tsing Theatre
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Exhibition Corner, Yuen Long Theatre

24-29.5.2016 11.6 - 11.7.2016

27.5 - 27.6.2016 24.7-4.8.2016

1.6-31.8.2016

5 B b
Kwai Tsing Theatre | 12 Hing Ning Road, Kwai Chung, New Territories
22408 0128
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Tickets available from 15 Apl‘il onwards at all URBTIX outlets, on Internet, by Mobile Ticketing App and Credit Card Telephone Booking.

Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 and above, people with disabilities and the minder, full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients. (Limited tickets for full-

time students and CSSA recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis.)
Group Booking Discount - 10% off for each purchase of 4-9 standard tickets; 15% off for 10-19 standard tickets; 20% off for 20 or more standard tickets.

“Chinese Opera Festival 2016” Package Discount - For each purchase of standard tickets for different Chinese Opera Festival performances, the following concession applies: 10% off for 3-4 different performances;

15% off for 5-9 different performances; 20% off for 10 or more different performances.
Patrons can enjoy only one of the above discount offers. Please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase.

{5+ %3 M ¥ Credit Card Telephone Booking: 2111 5999 | # 1 # & Internet Booking: www.urbtix.hk
i H & # Programme Enquiries: 2268 7325 | % % # Ticketing Enquiries: 3761 6661
i) £ WE Fﬁ f# ﬂ Mobile Tlcketmg App
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ERRRAREHEERERKNE - KBEREFRREERXLEBRNEA - View programme trailer now!

The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute artists. The programme does not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
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Year of William Shakespeare and Tang Xianzu

CHINESE OPERA FESTIVAL

17.6-14.8

2 F - Cai Zhengren

WA Liang Guyin

5 3% Zhang Xunpeng

8-10.7. 2016
(EM A £H Fri-Sun)
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Auditorium, Kwai Tsing Theatre

7:30PM | $420, 320, 220, 120
Bal  RAHEPXREXTE

Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles

N
U Dhangli "
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Audience is strongly advised to arrive punctually.
Latecomers will only be admitted at a suitable break.

%

+ Yue Meiti

RERVICEES

Leisure and Cultural
Services Department

www.cof.gov.hk

12/4/16 6:34 pm
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8.7.2016 ( E 8 71 Fri)
CHE N5 ) B 3% % & The Four Dreams at Linchuan Kungu Vocal Concert

Classic set tunes from Tang Xianzu’s The Four Dreams at Linchuan, namely The Legend of the Purple Hairpin, The Peony Pavilion, The Dream of Nanke
and The Story of Handan.
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Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe

Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe was established in 1978. The first director was the Kunqu maestro Yu Zhenfei and the present director is Gu Haohao. The
troupe’s mission is to safeguard and transmit the art of Kunqu. Among its current members are accomplished artists, many of whom have won the Plum
Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre. In 1986 the troupe was awarded by the Ministry of Culture the Number One Award in Reviving Kunqu Opera. It is
acclaimed to be “a first-class troupe”. Since its establishment the troupe has re-enacted about 300 traditional extracts and 60 full-scale full-length plays, while
creating new productions with new scripts. The most acclaimed pieces in its repertoire include The Peony Pavilion, The Palace of Eternal Life, The Lady
Historian Ban Zhao and Ringing the Palace Bell. Various productions of the troupe have won prizes including National Theatre Arts Best Production Award,
Wenhua Award, Chinese Theatre Award, China Kunqu Opera Arts Festival Outstanding Production Award.

ViR L 42 £

Information provided by Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe

HHRG2 M0 28 BFPERE 1508 -

The running time of the performance is approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes including an intermission of 15 minutes.

Shanghai_Kunqu_Pamphlet_OL.indd 5-8
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Performed by an enthusiastic cast comprising of national treasure artists Cai Zhengren, Liang Guyin, Zhang Xunpeng, as well as three generations of performers from five
cohorts, including Kunqu Performers’” Training Course 3" cohort graduates Li An, Shen Yili, Yu Bin, Ni Hong; Kunqu Performers’ Training Course 4™ cohort graduates Hu
Weilu, Luo Chenxue and Kunqu Performers’ Training Course 5 cohort graduates Zhang Li, etc. This showcase of the quintessence of Kunqu Opera is based on traditional

excerpts, and is supplemented by some other excerpts from the collaboration of Yu Zhenfei and Yan Huizhu as well as the three books of The Peony Pavilion originally
created by the Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe.

In the early years of the Song dynasty, Du Bao, Prefect of Nan’an, had an intelligent and beautiful daughter called Liniang. The Du family had strict family
rules, and hired an elderly scholar, Chen Zuiliang, to teach Liniang to read poetry and literature, as she was not allowed to be even one step away from her
boudoir. One day, Du Liniang secretly went to play in her backyard with her maid, Chunxiang. Liniang marvelled at the brightness and beauty of spring. She
felt drowsy in the warmth of spring, and dreamt of a scholar who met her under the plum tree beside the peony pavilion. Since then, she could not forget
the lover in her dream where she tried to seek him again and again. In vain, her sadness intensified and she fell ill, not long afterwards she died. Before she
passed, she ordered Chunxiang to put her self-portrait under the Taihu stone, and she wanted to be buried beside the peony pavilion. At this time, Du Bao
received an imperial order for promotion, so he had to leave Nan’an, so the backyard was converted into a Taoist temple, and ordered Chen Zuiliang and
Taoist Nun Shi to watch the place. After Du Liniang died from her illness, her soul refused to move on, and she exhausted all her means in order to find the
man in her dream. Fortunately, she was helped by the Flower Spirits and the Judge of the Netherworld, who allowed her return to the mundane world. Three
years later, Lingnan scholar Liu Mengmei travelled to learn in Nan’an. He stayed in the Taoist temple, and by chance he went for a walk in the backyard and
found a portrait scroll. The beautiful girl in the portrait looked familiar to him as if she were the girl he met in his dreams. Overwhelmed by his love, he called
out to her once and again. Eventually, Liniang came back to life, and the two of them were happy together.
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Wondering in the Garden Yu Bin, Ni Hong

Waking from a Dream Zhang Xunpeng, Li An, Ni Hong

T i B Pursuing the Dream en Yili
(% s gt Shen Yil

#i The Portrait Zhang Li
(BE) i # h hang
(B PAE - BH - W The Soul Departs Liang Guyin, Ni Hong, He Yanping
GA 2) ﬁﬂ éﬁ % Finding the Portrait Hu Weilu

21 Calling Upon the Portrait Cai Zhengren

(W) L lling Upon th i Zheng
<m ﬁ% H %i ?’g § > E’E =% A Romantic Encounter and Pledging Love in Netherworld — Li An, Luo Chenxue

iy
Zhang Xunpeng

Zhang Li ﬁ Luo Chenxue

10.7.2016 (B8 H Sun) T B Excerpts

(E%7%-BELE) Lady Zhaojun Going Beyond the Great Wall from The Tomb of Wang Zhaojun
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The excerpt features an exquisite singing style and a focus on both the voice and the dance moves of dan (female) role. The performance is
said to invoke the very best skills of the roles of Zhaojun, Wang Long and the stable boy.

During Han dynasty, encouraged by treacherous court official Mao Yanshou, the Hun prince forced the Han imperial court
to offer him Zhaojun to be his queen. The Han Emperor and imperial officials feared the foreigners in the North and dared
not refuse his demand, so Zhaojun bore her pains and was forced to make her way to the foreign land. She had strong
attachment to the magnificence of her homeland, while she hated the treacherous court officials and complained about the
weakness of the imperial court that it could not protect even a weak lady.

T ANE G -EER Main Cast: Gu Haohao, Hou Zhe, Lou Yunxiao
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An excerpt from the southern opera Su Wu Herding Sheep, one of the very rare Kunqu performance in which the playing of the sheng (male) role is substituted by a zhiweisheng (male with
pheasant feather headgear). A number of delicate yet emotional singing segments can be heard throughout this touching excerpt.

During the reign of Emperor Wu of Han dynasty, Su Wu served as an envoy to Xiongnu but was held captive as he refused to succumb to these foreign tribesmen,
s0 he herded sheep at the banks of Beihai. Famous military captain Li Guang’s son Li Ling led a 5000-strong troop to fight against Xiongnu but lost. The Han
emperor killed Li Ling’s family and ruined his ancestors’ tombs. The Xiongnu prince, Chanyu, capitalized on an opportunity to trap Li Ling into surrendering. Li Ling
went to see Su Wu, together they paid respect to their homeland from afar, Li Ling urged Su Wu to stay in the North to serve the Xiongnu. Su Wu was furious with
righteousness, and blamed Li Ling for surrendering to the enemies. Li Ling went away in shame.

FiE:R% 8% Main Cast; Li An, Miao Bin
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The hongsheng (red-faced male) role plays opposite the dan role in this romantic excerpt, which has been included in the stock repertory of renowned performance artist Hou Shaokui. The finest
singing, speaking and acting are put together for this richly developed and stylish production that reveals truthful emotions, elegant body movements and fascinating costumes.

Toward the end of the Five Dynasties, young man Zhao Kuangyin always fought injustice; eventually he rendered himself in trouble and escaped to Guanxi. On his
way, he passed by Qingyou Temple and heard a woman sobbing. He followed the sounds and saved a young lady Zhao Jingniang who was held captive under some
bluestone slab by some thieves. Jingniang did not know her way home, so Zhao Kuangyin kindly accompanied her, and they regarded

each other as siblings. Jingniang admired Kuangyin’s fine character, while Kuangyin had great ambitions in life so he pretended to be
unaware of Jingniang’s secret admiration, so he left after having seen her home.

T RE A Main Cast: Wu Shuang, Chen Li
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A representative work in the repertoire of Yu Zhenfei and included in the stock repertory of the Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe; it /
is also a representative excerpt for famous Kunqu Opera artist Cai Zhengren. Singing skills are the highlight of this excerpt. The | !
internal emotions of the protagonist such as sorrow, sadness and yearning for love, are expressed uninhibitedly through singing.
Classic set tunes such as Po-Bu-Shan, in particular, are presented to leave the audience not only with ceaseless sighs of admiration
but also a lasting impression.

After his favourite concubine, Yang Yuhuan, was forced to hang herself at Maweipo, the Emperor Ming of Tang
dynasty missed her so much that he built a temple, and put a sandalwood sculpture of Imperial Concubine Yang
for worshipping. On the day of completion of the temple and memorial ceremony was held, memories of the past
overwhelmed Emperor Ming and rendered him in sadness and shame.

T (;i{ : % L& )E'lg = Main Cast: Cai Zhengren, Hou Zhe, Luo Chengxue
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Liu Yilong is a renowned Kunqu Opera artist and a National Class One Performer. He trained in chou (comic) roles at the Shanghai Chinese Opera School
under the Chuan-generation of Kunqu Opera performers: Hua Chuanhao, Wang Chuansong and Zhou Chuancang, and received coaching from the leading chou actor in Peking
Opera, Liu Binkun. His virtuosity has won him the accolade as “Famous Comic Actor of South of the Yangtze”. He was a double winner at the 3 Shanghai Theatre Festival
with an Outstanding Performance Award and the Laurel Award.
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Zhang Xunpeng is a renowned Kunqu Opera artist, an educator in Chinese opera, and a National Class One Performer. She has learnt from such famous
artists as Yan Huizhu, Zhu Chuanming, Shen Chuanzhi, Yao Chuanxiang etc. She is focused in teaching Chinese opera and has nurtured many top-notch artistic talents in
Kunqu Opera, Peking Opera, Yue Opera and other regional operas. She won the Top Leading Performer Award at the 6™ Shanghai Magnolia Performing Arts Award etc..
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Zhang Jingxian is a renowned Kunqu Opera artist and a National Class One Performer specialised in guimendan (highborn female) and zhengdan (leading female) roles
at the Shanghai Chinese Opera School where she trained under Kunqu Opera artists of the Chuan-generation — Zhu Chuanming, Fang Chuanyun, Shen Chuanzhi and Yao
Chuanxiang. Zhang was winner of the 7 and 19™ Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre and many other awards.
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Yue Meiti is a renowned Kunqu Opera artist and a National Class One Performer specializing in xiaosheng (civil male) roles. She trained under Kunqu maestro Yu Zhenfei
and the venerable Chuan-generation of Kunqu Opera artists - Shen Chuanzhi, Zhu Chuanming and Zhou Chuanying at the Shanghai Opera School. She is best known for her
portrayal of the principal male characters Pan Bizheng in The Jade Hairpin and Liu Mengmei in The Peony Pavilion. She was the winner of the 4* Plum Blossom Award for
Chinese Theatre and many other awards.
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Liang Guyin is a renowned Kunqu Opera artist and a National Class One Performer. She trained under the venerable Chuan-generation of Kunqu Opera
artists - Zhang Chuanfang, Zhu Chuanming and Shen Chuanzhi at the Shanghai Opera School with a specialism in huadan (young female) roles, but can also command with
ease zhengdan roles and guimendan roles. She has an extensive repertoire and is famed as an “all-round actor” in Kunqu with her portrayals of a wide range of characters.
She was the winner of the 3" Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre and many other awards.
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Cai Zhengren is a renowned Kunqu Opera artist and a National Class One Performer, former Director of Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe. He is trained under Maestro Yu
Zhenfei and the venerable Chuan-generation of Kunqu Opera artists - Shen Chuanzhi and Zhou Chuanying at the Shanghai Opera School. His specialism is in xiaosheng roles,
but is particularly adept in guansheng (crown-wearing male) roles. He was the winner of the 4® Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre, the top honoree for Outstanding
Performance at the 13" Wenhua Awards and many other awards.
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