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Artists on Their Art: On the History and Provenance of Qimen Mulian Opera of Anhui
1.7.2015 ( B#= Wed) 7:30pm
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Spta]m: Chen Ql (Curator, China Huizhou Culture Muoseum)
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In Puronghua. Free admission. Limited sears available on 2 Arsecome-fimr-served bashs.
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Exhibition: Chinese Traditional Theatre in Relation to Sacrificial Rituals

1.5-30.6.2015

Filt hde BT SN D A Resource Centre, 10/F Hong Kong Central Library
(FBERMERER)  (Hoog Kong Public Libraries activicies)

8-16.6.2015
FLhOEEBA  Foyer Exhibition Area, Hong Kong Cultural Cenire

12-29.6.2015
FERA|AR  Forer, Hong Kong Ciry Hall

16-28.6.2015
BWBRAR  Fover, Kwal Teing Theare
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Yau Ma Tei Theatre 6 Waterloo Road, Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon
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Tickets available fmm 17 April nowands at all URBTIX outlets, on [ntemet, by mobile tickering app and credic cand telepbens bocking
‘Half-price ricketz availabla for sznior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disahilicies and che minder, full-time swdents and Comprehensive Social Sacuricy
Assistance (CS5A) reciplants |Linted dckeis for full-time amdenis and C354 repienis avallable en o fimt-comefrsi-served bais),

Group Boaking Disconnt - 10% off for each parchase of 49 full-price tickets; 15% off for 10-19 full-price tickets; 20% off fr 20 ar moce full-price tickets
“Chinese Opera Festival 2015’ Package Discount - 10% off oo fall-price tickers for each purchase of 34 different pedarmances; 15% off for 549 different

perfoemances. 20% off for L0 or mare differant parformances
Patmns can enjoy nnly one of the above discount schemes fr each ticket, please inform the bex office staffat che time of porhase
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Located at the border of one district and six counties, Qimen Counry is hemmed in by soaring
mountains and dense wood and thus rarely in touch with the outside world. It is a place where
precious historical theatre materials are kept such as the most famous and influential Mulian
opera script by Zheng Zhizhen in Ming Dynasty. (imen Mulian opera can be performed almost
anywhere, from village ancestral hall, nunnery and temple, to even wild field and footpath

in the wood. They are usually performed during religious festivals or rituals and in rime of a
lunar leap year or natural disasters, villagers would stage it to expel evil spirits and pray for
good blessings. Traditional Qimen Mulian opera troupe is formed within the family clan with
strict rules such as it can only be passed on to members within the clan and to male members
only. As such troupe members almost always take after their fathers or uncles, some roles are
even hereditary, The situation only changed towards late Qing and early Republic when more
exchanges berween troupes finally took place.

Each (Jimen Mulian opera troupe carries its own hereditary script. Some troupes still preserve
the original hand-written manuscript. There are two types of performances; Ritual Mulian

and Perform Mulian with the former being ceremonial with a purpose to expel evil spirits and
pray for good fortunes while the latter mostly for entertainment. The sets, props, costumes

and make-up are all handled by the villagers. The lyrics are mostly inspired by Buddhist sutras
while the language varies according to the different dialects in different villages within the county.
Drrums and percussions as well as gong and cymbals are used as music accompaniment with no
string instruments and in case of birthday celebrations, swema will also be used. Roll-on singing
and roll-on dialogue are maintained in its vocal style. The libretro does nor shy away from the use
of vulgarities and falkloric slang. It is easy to understand and reflects the villagers’ appreciation
and interpretation of the moral lessons in the play.
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%" Lixi Village is located at the foot of the Guniujiang
*  Mountain where the streams from the Lishan Mount
merge. The village is inhabited by the Wang family clan of
Lang Ya, who are descendants of the early sertler in Huizhou,
5 Wang Bi. The villape was built in South Tang Dynasty
t,  and has since been culturally prosperous with thriving
performances. The Lixi Village Troupe
was formed towards late Ming and early
Qing and has since produced many
prominent performers, among whom
the most famous is [in Shui under
whose influence the troupe has

enjoyed great prosperity.
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N Also known as Lili (chestnut lane), Limu (chestnut wood)
'\ village acquires its name because it is surrounded by
chestnut trees. It is inhabited by the descendants of the
Wang family from Xinan Lang Ya. Some said soon
after Zheng Zhizhen finished the Mulian seripr, it
— s pasied to the Tianbao Temple beside the Limu
Village. The monks in the temple followed the
script to rehearse and gradually emerged into a
troupe. The Limu Village Tronpe was formed
around the Wanli era in Ming Dynasty and is the
first Mulian opera troupe in Huizhou. Limu Village
used to boast of having “Seven ancestral halls, nine
temples and thirteen nunneries’. Now only four
ancestral halls are left, each can be used o stage
Mulian opera.
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Chang is one of the imparant deities in folk belief in the [langnan egion and is usually in greup
of five. There is a saying that goes, “The upper five are the nation, the middle Five are the
masses and the lower five are the naffians.” The Rirual Mulian piece is abour the upper
five which are geds of mountain beasts capable of keeping the land safe from their armcks.
This excerpe Is the opening irem For Mulian apera where the five celestials are invieed 1=
expel the evil beasts and pacify dhe land.

(Pl ﬁﬁ )] Esguire Fu Gives Alms
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This excerpt tells of the story abour the rich and kind
p|1i|:m[|1[opist. Esqui[t Fu, wha gives alms ro the poot
and needy every year and is thus deeply loved and
respected by the peaple.

(BIRCAKEED Liv Breaks the Mear Fast
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Since Esquire Fu's wife Liu Is unwilling ro be a
% vegetarian and coupled with the servant’s instigation,
N the celestials are disturbed. They disguise as mocals 0 come
rov rest Liu, bue Lin refuses o listen and continues oo indulge
* in wine and meat and hence offends the celestals,

(=W 8H) The Kirchen God, Land God and Door God Meet
MR - hH - PR mBIRTTE - TR - 9T
Bl s B R R
Enowing abour Lin's misdemeanors of cating mear and beating monks, the three

deities Kirchen God, Land God and Dioar God decide to repart the matter to the
celeseial courr o have Liu anested.



(P s ) Messengers of Death Coming for Liu
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The K“lg OF HC” IssUes an Urdf[ [0[ [hf arest Ul- L||.| ﬂ"d andi [hf
messenger of death to call upon all lanely ghosts to g caprure Liv and bring

her = the netherwocld.

(PREE PP Baddbise Scriptures and the Picture of His Mother on His Shoulder
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Ezquire Fu's son Luobu decides ra converr 1o Buddhism afeer learning his mather has been aprured
and s suffering in hell. With Buddhist scriprures on one shoulder and his mother's ashes and orerait
aon the ather shaulder, Luabu journeys to the west trying to rescue his mother while chanting
desolately on the way. Touched by his filial act, the Bodhisartva of Compassion sends the monkey

genie to help him.

(H A Y Mulian in Transcendental Meditation
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Mulian meets his master, the old monk in the west. At
night, be sits in mediration chanting Buddhist siras
and visualizes his parents; his father Esquire Fu is
enjoying happily in heaven while his mother &

suffering painfully in hell.

CNBESLBE) Reunion in the Sixth Level of Hell
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Mulian searches ar length and at the Sizth Level af Hell finally reunites with

his mother. Laden wich sins; his mother suffers a lor in Hell and on seeing

his san, she pours out her heart to him.
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Cam:

Wa.ng Qiula], Waug Buhe, Chu Shuimin, Wa.ng Daczhas, Wa.ng x]n.ch:ng, Wa.ﬂg (ﬁm Wa.ug Kishu

Wang Shengmin, Zhang Zemin, Wang Quofang, Wang Guinii, Wang Cuihong, Wang Guizhen
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{ L#) Praying for His Parents' Longevity
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It 1s Mew Year time, Esquire Fu's son Luabu asks the servans to clean
|.|P [h? hGU&f o PRPJR L] Pm\' F:lr hl.\ F\llen[sl I".'n;?'\rir!.'.

(M=%) ALesson on Karma
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Esquire Fu s a charirable man whe gives alms generously. He invites

the Buddhist and Tackst monks to pray and impare a lesson on karma
abol.l[ [hf [h[“ le‘f[{n[ [!'F*) GI‘. prop'e in [hf q:n:lf[’?.

(=W} Trial at Purgatory
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Liu b broughe e erdal ar the Hall of Hell where she explains to the

King of Hell her three difficultics. The King is meved and releases
her from the hall.

(AJF) The Little Cowherd
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WAKMET - FHARCE -
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A naughty cowherd takes his black

buffalo te ear the wheat of another farm
but the buffale refuses. At last he brings

it home helplessly.

W R 2 A (R PiEkE )
Running Time: Approx. 2 hours without intermission



(MWL) Ditty: What Good Deeds Can Do £ M
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As the Fu Farn'll}r '|sgivinga|m-. bcggan come o the house o

sing diteies on goad deeds the ather way round and get rewards

FTDI'I'I LLIDIILL.

(W) Ditty: The Ten Sins of Mortals
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Afrer serling the fight among the beggars on the bridge, the
head beggar arrbves at the Fu manslan to join the celebration
and affers to sing a direy, The Tew Stus of Mortals. He eourns o
the remple happily after callecring the reward.

{—HeHME) Alms for a Disabled Couple
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A shore man and his crazy wife come to the Fu mansion ra
brg for alms b\l singing a ditey on filial piety.

(¥ AT} The Miracle in the Bitter Bamboo Grove
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the bitter bambao grove, The white horse they
stole carrying gold and silver suddenly refuses
to proceed and stares to ralk miraculously. The
rohl:fls awdefplf [chhed. Thf ”"glmdffﬁks
his men 1o repent and beg for forglveness from
[I:If Fl.l fﬂmlll‘\r ﬂnd Iead a P[UPf[ IiFe [herCaF[C[.
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Chen Huali, Wang Henii, Wang Anmin, Wang Huijun, Wang Jianmin



