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Paichang plays, or formulaic plays, are an important part of this southern art
form in Cantonese Opera. Its components include special percussive points, set
tunes, characters, plots, and stylized movements. In the olden days, a paichang
opera was usually the brainchild of the impresario’s assistant, who would pick
out certain pieces to form one production. They formed the basis for what is the
traditional Cantonese Opera repertory today. Sun Kim-long, himself a famous
actor in the genre in Hong Kong, has written a new production entitled
Investigation to Redress a Wrong. It follows the traditional paichang form and is
therefore made up of segments like The Battle, Seeing the Wife, Reading the
Petition, Searching the Palace etc. The cast includes Lee Lung, Lung koon-tin,
Sun Kim-long, Wong Chiu-kwan and Lui Hung-kwong who will re-enact the

spirit of formulaic plays for the contemporary audience.
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Prince Gong runs into a gang of robbers while on a hunt, and is rescued by Wang Yingcai and
Wenyong, who become the Prince’s new recruits. The ambitious Wenyong fawns over the Prince and
becomes his godson while Yingcai is despatched to Shanxi as a general. (Paichang Opera source: The
Battle) Wenyong has long harboured lascivious desires for Yingcai’s wife, née He, so on the pretext of
seeing Yingcai off, pushes him into the water. Wenyong then visits the Wang family home, makes
advances at Madam He and injures Wang’s father in a fight. Family members flee and Wang’s father
later dies from his injuries. The county prefect who happens to be on an inspection round takes up
the case, but when he confronts Wenyong gets killed in the family home. Madam He flees amid the
confusion. On the other hand, Yingcai luckily escaped death, and on his way home, rescues his
drowning wife who has thrown herself into the river in desperation (Paichang Opera source: Seeing
the Wife). The couple files a plaint with the Imperial Commissioner, Prince Pingnan, who is on an
official visit (Paichang Opera source: Reading the Petition). But Prince Gong wants to cover up for
Wenyong, so Prince Pingnan sends Yingcai to search Prince Gong’s palace armed with the gold tablet
bestowed on him by the late Emperor that gives him authority to override any other orders and
ranks. (Paichang Opera source: Searching the Palace) Wenyong is found hiding underground.

Yingcai’s wrong is redressed and the family is re-united.
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Speakers: Sun Kim-long, Lung Koon-tin
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AC 1, Level 4, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Speakers: Sun Kim-long, Lee Lung, Wong Chiu-kwan
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Free admission. Seats are available on a first-come-first-served basis.
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Lee Lung as Wang Yingcai

Lung Koon-tin  as Wenyong

Sun Kim-long  as Prince Pingnan

Wong Chiu-kwan as Madam He

Lui Hung-kwong as County Prefect

Wan Yuk-yue as Prince Gong

Lai Yiu-wai as  Wu Feng (first), Wang Yinghua (later)
Cheng Nga-ki as Wang Yingling

Playwright / Artistic Instructor: Sun Kim-long
Percussion Ensemble Leader: Tsang Wing-sang
Ensemble Leader: Chow Chi-kai

Production Manager: Wong Shiu-sang

Stage Manager: Chuk Yu-shan

Set & Lighting: Kwong Hing Stage Scene Production
Company

Props & Costume: Kam Yee Costumes Company

Photographer: Tsui Tong %
¥

W IS A R SCRICF R | R A 3/ (BT IRAR R 150 6 )

Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles | Running Time: Approx. 3 hours with a 15-minute intermission
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Audiences are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers will only be admitted until a suitable break in the programme.
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Tickets available from 11 April onwards at all URBTIX outlets, on Internet and by Telephone Credit Card Booking

Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities and the minder, full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA)
recipients (Limited tickets for full-time students and CSSA recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis)

Group Booking Discount — 10% off for each purchase of 4-9 full-price tickets; 15% off for 10-19 full-price tickets; 20% off for 20 or more full-price tickets

‘Chinese Opera Festival 2014’ Package Discount — 10% off on full-price tickets for each purchase of 3-4 different performances; 15% off for 5-9 different performances; 20% off for
10 or more different performances

Patrons can enjoy only one of the above discount schemes for each ticket, please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase
" UWE% | Ko Shan Theatre
JUREALR = LU #E 77 5% | 77 Ko Shan Road, Hung Hom, Kowloon | 2740 9222
A1k Website: www.cof.gov.hk
§i H 255 Programme Enquiries: 2268 7325 | S % & Ticketing Enquiries: 3761 6661
f& FI-R B 55T % Telephone Credit Card Booking: 2111 5999 | 44 I3 % Internet Booking: www.urbtix.hk
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The presenter reserves the right to substitute artists and change the programme should unavoidable circumstances make it necessary B RER  LEAR !
The contents of this programme do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department Watch the programme trailer now!



