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“Xiang’ in Chinese refers to Hunan. Xiang Opera is the predominant theatre genre of the region widely popular in
the middle lower stream of River Xiang and River Zi as well as Kiangsi area with Changsha, capital of Hunan
Province as its centre. In 2006, Xiang Opera has been included in the first batch of National Intangible Cultural
Heritage List. Xiang Opera boasts of a history of over four hundred years and consists of four vocal styles -
gaogiang, dipaizi, kungiang and tangiang developed respectively at different stages.
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Gaogiang is the representative vocal style of Xiang Opera and is originated from yiyanggiang of Jiangxi. After it
was spread to the Changsha region, the local artists combined it with dialects, customs and folk music and
absorbed the roll-on tunes of gingyanggiang on the basis of the roll-on singing style of yiyanggiang. After years
of evolution, it becomes a unique vocal style of Xiang Opera.

Dipaizi is a vocal style with more vocalise and less words usually accompanied by suonaand dizi. The set tunes
are the same as those of gaogiang but the melodies are entirely different. Judging from the ancient repertoire of
The Story of Yue Feiwhich is a combination of the high and low pitches, dipaiziprobably came about atthe same
time as gaoqgiang. Despite there are over three hundred dipaizi set tunes, they are rarely used in Xiang Opera
nowadays except those used as transition music for certain repertoires.

Kunqu was brought to the Changsha region at a relatively later date than yiyanggiang. The troupes at that time
sang in both gaogiang and kunqiang. The delicate and refined presentation styles of Kunau have a great
influence on the music and performance of gaogiang.

Luantanis also called ‘south and north style’ (south refers to erhuang, north refers to xipi). Its exponents perform
both gaogiang and luantan together by absorbing the strength into one another. While gaogiang takes in the
stylistic moves and fightings of fuantan, luantan is influenced by the roll-on singing manner of gaogiang. As a
result, long flowing set tunes are developed, further advancing the artistic development of the Xiang Opera vocal
style.

Through the predecessors’ persistent effort of creating, developing and absorbing strengths from different
styles, gaogiang and luantan have now become the predominant vocal styles of Xiang Opera while dipaizi and
kungiang will also appear on stage from time to time to affect distinct regional characteristics.
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Artists on Their Art : Xiang Opera of Hunan - The Legacy of Ancient Chu

20.7.2013 (@ s 2:30pm

HE K G5B Z M Recital Hall, 8/F, high Block, Hong Kong City Hall
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Speakers : Ye Mingyao (Dean of Xiang Opera Theatre of Hunan), Zuo Dafen, Wang Yongguang,
Wang Yangjuan, Chen Aizhu
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Free admission. Limited seats available on a first-come-first-served basis.
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Exhibition : The Charm of Hunan as Seen in Xiang Opera

28-31.5.2013  F# b LIEEBIH  Foyer Exhibition Area, Hong Kong Culture Centre
5.6-22.7.2013 FHAERKE Foyer, Hong Kong City Hall
3-28.7.2013 LRI K Foyer, Ko Shan Theatre

22-28.7.2013  FLHABIBE K SBEEB M Exhibition Corner, Yuen Long Theatre
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Tickets NOW available at all URBTIX outlets, on Internet and by Telephone Credit Card Booking

Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilties and the minder, full-time students
and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients (Limited tickets for full-time students and CSSA
recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis)

Group Booking Discount - 10% off for each purchase of 4-9 full-price tickets; 15% off for 10-19 full-price tickets; 20%
off for 20 or more full-price tickets

“Chinese Opera Festival 2013” Package Discount - 10% off on full-price tickets for each purchase of 3-4 different
performances; 15% off for 5- different performances; 20% off for 10 or more different performances

Patrons can enjoy only one of the above discount schemes for each ticket, please inform the box office staff at the time of
purchase

#34 Website : www.cof.gov.hk

E7E &3 Programme Enquiries © 2268 7325

Z A Ticketing Enquiries : 2734 9009

(EFAESHE]E Telephone Credit Card Booking : 2111 5999
4B ET2 Internet Booking : www.urbtix.hk
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Watch the programme trailer now!
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The contents of this programme do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department
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With a history of over four hundred years, Thirteen Blessings that has almost become extinct is a rousing and joyous
opening number which used to be a must-play in between performances. It is used to parade the troupe’s cast;
costume and stage skills and sung in the dipaizi style. The playlet is made up of six set tunes with lyrics on
persuading the bad to repent and wishing for peace and prosperity of the nation.

T BRE UREE  RE  REM Cast: Feng Fugiang, Shao Zhanhuan, Xu Jun, Wu Weicheng
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This is a representative Xiang Opera number which
exemplifies the portrayal of the ancient woman image as
refined, capable and persevering. The touching story also
offers a chance for the wawasheng (young male role) to
show his skillful dance-like moves such as lifting his leg up
above his forehead to express the heroic spirit of a young
general.

The story takes places in the Five Dynasties. Liu Zhiyuan
leaves his wife to join the army. His wife Li Sanniang stays at home leading a destitute life for sixteen.years to wait for

his return with their son. One day while Sanniang is getting water from the well, she mests a young general Liu
Chengyou out on a hunt and confides in him her grief of parting.

% FEMAM - BERAL Cast: Pang Huanli, Liao Jinghong
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This excerpt is written for the Xiang Opera chou (comic role)
} / with singing, acting, narrating and dance elements within the
drama presented in a vivid and funny manner, exemplifying

the stylized techniques of the role with subtlety.

He Yibao used to write petitions for others, and
because of this was harshly punished by
Commissioner Niu. He therefore declares that he
would never help write petitions again. But two
women, née Wang and Jin, seek him out and ask
him to help their husbands who have been wrongly
incriminated. Out of a sense of justice, He breaks his
own vow and writes the petition for them before
accompanying them to the Commissioner's Office.

& B{A%  Cast: Tang Bohua
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Three Girls Seizing the Stakeof Death from The Life ahe Death Stake (Tanqiang)
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This is a represenative piece in Xiang Opera with an

intriguing story filled with twists and turns and
dramatic stage effects.

Wang Zhijian departs to join the army leaving behind
his daughter Yuhuan. Commander He's son
intercepts her on the way trying to flirt with her. During
the chase, he falls into the river accidentally and is
drowned. Commander He orders Magistrate Huang
to sentence Yuhuan to death as revenge. Well
knowing Yuhuan is wrongly accused and as an old
friend of her father, Magistrate Huang lets her go in
secret. For fear the Commander might find out,
Huang's daughter Xiulan is willing to die in Yuhuan's
place. Huang's adopted daughter Qiuping also
competes for the role to die as Xiulan is the
magistrate’s only daughter. Meanwhile, Yuhuan is
unwilling to implicate the others. The three girls fight to die. Someone offers a solution by placing the life and death
stakes in a dark room and ask the three girls to pick them up. Whoever gets the stake of death will die. The three girls
fight for the death stake and Xiulan gets it finally.

& LB BN~ R Cast: Wang Yangjuan, Pang Huanli, Zhu Mi

<<%¥H§ﬂ' #ﬁﬁ» (BHE) Under the Umbrella from Worshipping the Moon (6aogiang)
MEIRREH » TeftBE TN  RESBRMN LR -

R - BELIAE - BYREAR o 7B HERKEE - ERTRENXAERBREE
BRRES SRR o HESHKTR  BTHE - ZABEMAK  TTRS -

A representative piece in Xiang Opera filled with
fine and lyrical melody to show the subtle romantic
love between the youngsters.

The Song Dynasty is plagued by frequent wars
rendering the masses wander about lost and |
homeless. Scholar Jiang Shilong takes along his  + Y
sister Ruilian to run away from war. Meanwhile
Minister Wang's wife is also taking refuge
with her daughter Ruilan. On the way, they
are separated. Shilong fails to find his
sister but meets Wang Ruilan instead. The
two lost souls support and help one
another in their difficulties and make a
pledge to marry.

Fi&E: KR > FFBl Cast: Zuo Dafen, Li Kaiguo
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This full-length play in the traditional gaogiang style, contains several sung passages with flowing, unaccompanied
vocalise that highlight their poignant, humanistic touch.

Cai Boxie goes to sit for the imperial examination and is named the top scholar. The Prime Minister forces him to be
his son-in-law. For three years, his first wife Zhao Wuniang is left at home looking-after his parents alone and suffers
great hardship. Famine reigns in his hometown. His mother is choked to death on brans while his father dies from
illness. Wuniang has to sell her hair to bury her in-laws and build the grave with bare hand. With the financial support
from a neighbour, Wuniang sets off for the capital with a lute to find her husband. She is able to reunite with Boxie at
the studio with the assistance of a woman née Niu and the three set off homeward to sweep the grave of the starved
parents.
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Cast: Wang Yongguang, Chen Aizhu,
Li Kaiguo, Zhu.Mi, Xu Jun
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This is a touching piece where the performer expresses the pain of

mourning for his wife through his facial expressions, shaking of
beard and change in voice.

The story takes place during the reign of King Xi (. BCE681-677) of
the Zhou period. Misled by the calumny of Royal Concubine, Lady
Mei and her elder brother, Mei Lun, the King sentences his queen to - > R

be hanged. The Prime Minister, Pan Ge, hears of this, and on returning home, discusses with his wife, née Li, ways to
save the Queen. Out of loyalty to the King on Pan’s part, and obedience to her husband on Lis, they come to the
conclusion that Li would sneak into the execution ground and take the Queen'’s place to die on the gallows. Thirteen
years later, on his own birthday, Pan remembers the sacrifice his wife made and mourns for her.

& EARK > % Cast: Wang Yongguang, Tang Bohua
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This is a traditional Xiang Opera repertoire where the actor playing the giongsheng (impoverished scholar role ) shrugs
shoulders and bends knees to show the down-and-out feature of the character in a natural and lively manner.

The story takes place during the Warring Period. Luoyang scholar Su Qin goes to apply for an official post in the State
of Qin against the objection of his parents, brother and his wife. He fails and returns empty-handed to the scomful
despise of his family including his wife. In frustration he plunges into the river trying to commit suicide but is saved by
his uncle Su Youyi fortunately. Youyi arranges him to study in the south tower where he exercises extreme diligence to
focus on his study. With the support of his uncle, he goes to persuade the six states to cooperate and fight against Qin
together. )

F5% BN ~ BRBEAL Cast: Pang Huanli, Chen Xiaohong
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Main character of this excerpts, Matchmaker Gong, is an unique role type in Hunan Opera played by a dajiao podan
(old woman with unbound feet). This role needs to show contrasting traits through nuanced expressions, such as

robust femininity and cute sassiness. The singing and delivery of lines need to be crisp, the stylized movements agile
and lively.

)

This is a composite story made up of two excerpts from The Butterfly as Matchmaker and a modern playlet by Yang
Shanzhi, Being Tricked into Marriage. A matchmaker, Madam Gong, wants to find a wife for the government official, Yang
Chang, who is new to his position. So she tricks a girl, Liu Biyan, to board the boat and sends her to Yang.

FE: BB Cast: Wang Yangjuan
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The Gift of a Sword from Princess Baihua (Gaogiang)
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The excerpt The Gift of a Sword from the traditional Xiang Opera

repertoire Princess Baihua is filled with song and dance numbers to
convey the message of love.

Jiang Luyun is an Imperial Commissioner at the Yuan Court. He is armed with & mission to find his way into the High
Residence of Prince Anxi who is suspected of planning a revolt. Jiang succeeds to get in under the name of Hai Jun,
but arouses the suspicion of the chief attendant, Bala. Bala makes him drunk, then takes him to the forbidden
grounds of Princess Baihua, in the hope that this would see the end of him by the Princess’s hand. But when she
meets Hai Jun, she is struck by his handsome looks and airs. Itis love at first sight for the two, and they make a lovers’
pledge under the moon. She gives him her sword as a token of love, not knowing that this would lead to dire
consequences later.

& KEKW Cast: Zuo Dafen

<<E?E%a : %E» ({ER&F-)- Removing Bala from Princess Baihua (ipaiz)
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The singing style in this excerpt contains the high and low pitch as well as the north and south style.

Princess Baihua falls in love with Hai Jun at first sight and offers him her sword as a token of love. When Baihua later
takes up the role of the army commander to rise, Hai Jun makes use of the chance and removes Bala at the borrowed
hands of the princess.

FEREK BB Cast: Zhu Mi, Xu Jun
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Running Time: Approx. 2 hrs 30 mins with an intermission
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Xiang Opera Theatre of Hunan is a major performing arts group in Hunan. Previously known as Zhong Xing Xiang

Opera Theatre, the troupe has created and performed repertoires like The Song of Patriotic Fishermen, Battle of Tu

Giao and others. lts other repertoires Worshipping the Moon, The Life and Death Stake and Song of the Gardener

have been adapted into films while The Story of the Lute and The Tragic Tale of Xia Jihave been awarded with the

Wenhua New Repertoire Award and The Battle at Ma Ling Dao the Wenhua Grand Award. The troupe has

produced many new works in recent years; The Homecoming of Li Zhen has been awarded the Quintuple First

Award in 2012. At present, the troupe commands a cast of remarkable performers of all three generations and

every stock role types, many of whom are recipients of the Chinese Theatre Plum Blossom Award for Chinese

Theatre and Wenhua Award.

JEENME Performers
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Zuo Dafen is one of the most famous names in Hunan Opera today. A National Class One
Performer, Zuo is also a winner of the 6" Plum Blossom Award for Chiniese Theatre and the 8" Wenhua Performance
Award of China. She began her training at the age of eleven, specialising in huadan (flirtatious female roles). She

completed her training at the Hunan Arts School where she benefitted from the coaching of many veterans in the
genre. She sings with rich, rounded tones, and s able to portray different characters with insight and vividness.

T Wang Yongguang
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a Wang Yongguang is a famous artist in Hunan Opera, a National Class One Performer and
winner of the 8" Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre and the 1% Wenhua Performance Award of China. He
began his training at the age of nine, specializing in kaoba laosheng (old man in full armour roles). He completed
his training at the Hunan Arts School. With his.crisp delivery and robust tone of singing, he is considered a major
exponent of Xu Shaoging's stylistic school.
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Ri{1% Tang Bohua
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Tang Bohua is a famous artist in Hunan Opera, a National Class One Performer as well as a
winner of the 8" Wenhua Performance Award. He began his training at the age of eleven, specializing in wenwu
chou (civil, military comic roles). He completed his training at the Hunan Arts School. An actor with solid

groundwork and comprehensive performing techniques, Tang has won a popular following for his vivid
interpretations of many different comic roles.

FF Wang Yangjuan
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Wang Yangjuan is a National Class One Performer and winner of the 17" Plum Blossom
Award for Chinese Theatre. Born into a family of Chinese opera artists and now considered

amajor exponent of their style, she was initiated into the art form at a very young age, with a specialism in wenwu
huadan (civil, military flirtatious female roles). Wang has a sweet voice and a solid groundwork in performing
techniques.

PRZHE Chen Aizhu
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\ - A National Class One Performer and a recipient of the Hibiscus Award (Performance for
/1 e Theatre), Chen Aizhu began her training at the age of fourteen specializing in zhengdan
(virtuous woman roles). Her singing is soft and rich, her acting solid and direct, she is noted for her in-depth
interpretation of roles. Her representative roles include The Story of the Lute, The Story of Li Sanniang and Tale of
the Golden Seal
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A National Class One Performer and a recipient of the Hibiscus Award (Performance for
Theatre), Li Kaiguo began learning this arts at the age of eleven specializing in xiaosheng and laosheng (civil male
and old male roles). He is a graduate of Hunan Arts School and has been coached by Kunqu maestro Yu Zhenfei.
With handsome stage persona and crisp voice, he is noted for his enunciation and singing skills as well as defined
levels of performance. His representative works include Worshipping the Moon, The Story of the Lute and Tale of the
Golden Seal.

FEYB) Pang Huanli
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Pang Huanli is a National Class One Performer. She began her training in zhengdan
(virtuous female roles) at the age of twelve, and is a true exponent of the Hunan Opera
virtuoso, Pang Linong's stylistic school. She is noted for her insightful interpretations of roles and in particular, her
vocal skills. She was the winner of the 4" Hibiscus Award - Performance for Theatre.

W K Zhu Mi
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Zhu Mi'is a National Class One Performer Hunan Arts School. She began her training in
“huadan (flirtatious female roles) at the age of eleven, and later completed her training at the
Hunan Arts School. She has benefitted from the coaching of various virtuosi-and veteran actors. Zhu is noted for

her pretty stage persona and graceful acting. Some of her best known works include Princess Taiping, The Dyke
Breach Disaster, Mountain Demon, etc. She was the winner of the 9" Hibiscus Award - Performance for Theatre.




