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Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtities

BRBHE LS AE BRI A LA EEERSHSUES

Audiences are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers will only be admitted until a suitable break in the programme.
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Bian Shusen is a National Class One Performer and a representative exponent of Sixian Opera, a genre inscribed as an Intangible Cultural Heritage of
China at National Level. He trained in the susheng (bearded male role) under Feng Guangting, one of the ‘Four Great Actors in Bearded Roles’, and Wang
Yongchun. His repertoire spans xiaosheng (young civil male) and /aosheng (old male) roles, and his singing styles cover both the robust and the gentle.
His adept use of his voice to express emotions has made him the forerunner of a stylistic school known by his surname, the Bian School. He has a rich
repertoire of well-known works to his name. His representative works include L/ Tianbao Paying His Last Respects.

SRER MK Zhang Helin

BR—EES  BFPFNEMEERRESZERA - HESREAEHR - SBQEE - +
ZBE (RILRY (BBERBISEPEEERE - SOAXAMITES I AESE  EEEE -
HIBEEERA - BMEREREAT - KRFEEGER) (AR (ZHR) (XFHB) = -
Zhang Helin is a National Class One Performer and a representative exponent of Sixian Opera, a genre inscribed as an Intangible Cultural Heritage of China
at National Level. He was born into a family of actors. He first received his operatic training under his father. At twelve he was already performing as lead
actor in several plays. As a mentee of two maestros in Sixian Opera, Feng Guangting and Wang Yongchun, he is recognized to be the true exponent of

their artistry. He sings with rounded, rich tones that can touch the audience’s heart. As for action stunts, he is known to choreograph with creativity. His
representative works include The White Gauze Robe, The Empty Seal Box, Chasing After the Son-in-law.
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Yu Junxian is a National Class Two Performer. She started her career in Sixian Opera at the age of eleven. She specializes in xiaosheng (young civil male
role), and was coached by the famous artist of Sixian Opera, Wang Yongchun. She was also a mentee of the Jin Opera artist, Guo Fengying. She is

endowed with a sonorous voice, sings with a broad range and clear diction, has a handsome stage persona, and performs with insight and distinct
character. Her representative works are 7he Empty Seal Box, The White Gauze Robe and Chasing After the Son-in-law.
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Zhang Baoying is a National Class One Performer. She has won many awards, including the Best Lead Actor at the Shanghai Magnolia Awards for Chinese
Theatre — Performing Arts, the ‘Red Prunus’ Prize for Chinese Traditional Theatre, an Outstanding Performance Award at the Hebei Theatre Festival, an
Excellence Award at the ‘Red Prunus’ Tournament of Hebei. Her representative works are The Empty Seal Box, The White Gauze Robe and The Legend of i
the White Snake. |
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Liu Ruduo is a National Class One Performer and is the mentee of Xi Yanhong, a famous Peking Opera arti won a Sil
Chinese Traditional Theatre, an Excellence Award at the ‘Red Prunus’ Chinese Traditional Theatre G
Performance Award at the Hebei Theatre Festival. The representative works are The White Gauze Robe,
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Zhang Yong is a National Class Two Performer and won an Excellence Award at the ‘Red Prunus’ Chinese Traditional Theatre Competition - Hebei
Tournament, an Outstanding Performance Award at the Hebei Theatre Festival. His representative works include The Crossroad.
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Zhang Shugai is a National Class Two Performer. She won a Performance Award at the Hebei Theatre Festival, a Gold Award at the Hebei ‘Red Prunus’
Competition for Theatre and a Class One Award at the Shijiazhuang Theatre Festival. Her representative works are The Empty Seal Box, The White Gauze
Robe.
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Zhao Hongli is National Class Two Performer. She won an Excellence Award at the ‘Red Prunus’ Chinese Traditional Theatre Competition - Hebei
Tournament, a Class One Award at the Yan-Zhao ‘Red Prunus’ Competition of Hebei, a Performance Award at the Hebei Theatre Festival. Her
representative works include Miss Wang's Dream of Her Future Husband.
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Wang Huiying is the disciple of Sixian Opera artist Bian Shusen. He also received coaching from Sixian Opera artist An Luchang in the repertoire of Kou
Zhun with His Boots on His Back. He is the winner of an Outstanding Performance Award at the Hebei Theatre Festival, a Gold Award at the ‘Red Prunus’
Chinese Traditional Theatre, a Grand Prize at the ‘Red Prunus’ Chinese Traditional Theatre Competition - Hebei Tournament. His representative works are
Li Tianbao Paying His Last Respects, Kou Zhun with His Boots on His Back.
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Zhang Yu trained at the Shijiazhuang Art School under the famous artist of Sixian Opera, Yu Junxian, with a specialism in xiaosheng (young civil male role).
She plays important roles at The White Gauze Robe and The Empty Seal Box and. She won an Outstanding Young Actor Award at the Hebei Young Actors’
Prix in Excerpts.
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The Shijiazhuang Sixian Opera Troupe of Hebei was set up in 1938. It was formerly the Yushun Troupe and the Longshunhe Drama Society, which had groomed many outstanding
artists in the genre, such as the famous four - Liu Kuixian, He Fengxiang, Wang Zhenchuan and Feng Guangting - who made up the first generation of artists. The second generation
included Wang Yongchun, Zhang Yongjia, Liu Yanfang, Shi Lianxiu, An Luchang, Zhai Yingjie, Yuan Xueping et al. The current cast consists of the National Level Exponent Bian
Shusen, Zhang Helin, An Luchang, and the outstanding actor Yu Junxian, Zhang Baoying, Liu Ruduo, Cai Junping, Zhang Zhanguo, Zhang Yong, Zhang Shugai and others. It has
a comprehensive coverage of role types and an impressive cast. Since its founding, it has created and staged over a hundred titles, which include such perennial favourites as 7he
Empty Seal Box, The White Gauze Robe, Kou Zhun with His Boots on His Back and Chasing After the Son-in-law. Over the years, the Troupe has won awards galore, as well as
the professional praise of virtuosi such as Cheng Yangiu, Li Wanchun, Zhang Geng, Ren Guilin and Ma Shaobo.
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DY Miss Wang’s Dream of Her Future Husband
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N This is a one-actor show that requires the actor to portray various characters such as the protagonist's mother, elder brother
£ and his wife, younger sister of her husband etc. through versatile performing techniques in singing, acting and dancing,
especially the masterly acts of using the handkerchief and the fan. The libretto contains the characteristics of guyi, or ‘sung

iﬁﬂg Zhao Hongli

art’, in Chinese performing arts.

Xiao'er of Zhujia Town in Henan is frustrated at not having any marriage proposals. One night, she dreams of getting
married and boarding a bridal sedan chair, her heart filled with sweetness amidst booming fireworks, clanking gongs and
guests galore. On the way, Xiao’er cannot hold back her excitement and takes a peep at her husband. In the bridal
chamber on their wedding night, the young couple cavorts. .. Suddenly she awakes to find it is all but a dream.
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This is an excerpt from The Story of the Golden Bell. There are routines specific to this genre such as ‘going round the stage’ to suggest covering long distances, and specially
choreographed miming acts for this playlet using the boots for comedic effect.

The story takes place during the Song Dynasty. Pan Hong frames a case against the loyal and illustrious Yang clan. After Ren Tanghui dies as Yang Liulang’s double at the
frontier, Liulang's older brother Yanzhao secretly escapes back to the Capital and hides in a cellar under the back garden of the Yang Residence. At the time the Liao State
is laying a siege against the Song Emperor. Kou Zhun and the Eighth Prince visit the Yang's in the hope that they would deploy their army to help. They detect signs that
Liulang is still alive. During the night, Kou Zhun follows Liulang’s wife, Princess Chai, secretly to check and finds Liulang. The Yang clan, which has been loyal to the court for
generations, takes up arms once more to protect the country from invaders.

398 Cast | £ TR « E2{E Wang Huiying, Cai Junping

E%@i Wang Huiying B N ) 4 % , 3‘?—%{‘5‘532 Cai Junping




=g :
%._ 18 L Huijuan KE Zhang Yu

b

o

3 Zhang Baoying

seEEiO
SBREIS Fan Ljvan
3&% Zhang Yong 5

P"‘ gﬁiﬂ B Zhang Shugai ‘ ‘

CEE 2065 ) Chasing After the Son-in-law

SOZ M AR E L% CEHUT) « Jo A A EL 2 o ELRCF 47 8 0 0 BE - A0 50 2 0 AN S8L
9+ ELRPEIG 2k 5SS - DESCRE T A SE IR L + O W WTBE R WS B R R - 0L
M RS B BB E RO R B R A R 0 -

ARYUEARESRERAEME RFRBHERBFELRER > BUBHMA  AAXTRRTIE - Bk
RERRUTMFH - KORSRIRUUFT - BERBARTMNBERN » S TLE > SHENF -

This playlet, also known as 7he Jade Chess Set, is from the traditional repertory of Sixian Opera. It has a comprehensive cast of xigosheng (young civil male), xigodan (young
female), laosheng (old man), laodan (old woman) and gingyi (virtuous female). The vivid characterization is enhanced by the realistic depictions of everyday life. The most
compelling part of the story is when the Huang mother and son leave the Su’s Residence in a thunderstorm and the Su’s are in hot purchase. The actors need to engage in acrobatic
stunts such as the ‘*headlong flip’, ‘dragging the feet’, ‘crouching stance’ etc. to convey the anxiety and fear in them.

Wang Fujun, the Imperial Marshall of the Zhou Court, is framed by a villainous courtier. His son Tianshou escapes to Su Zhang’s home with his mother. Su offers them refuge
and marries his daughter Ling to Tianshou. One day, the couple has an argument over chess, resulting in Tianshou and his mother running away from the Su Residence. On
hearing this, Su Zhang, his wife and Ling chase after the two into the countryside. The couple make up after being lectured upon by the respective parents.
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Cast : Zhang Yong, Lu Huijuan, Zhang Baoying, Cai Junping, Zhang Shugai, Fan Lijuan, Zhang Yu
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Li Tianbao Paying His Last Respects from A Tearful Mourning
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This is the prized repertoire of Bian Shusen, the famous artist and exponent of the national theatrical heritage, Sixian

éﬁ ﬁ Bian Shusen

Opera. It is one of the few comedies in the Sixian genre, threaded through by the vernacular vocal style of singing. In
A Tearful Mourning, the core sung passage consists of over a hundred lines, which need to be delivered with varying
patterns, a stylistic touch, the undulating emotions etc.

Scholar Li Tianbao was orphaned at a young age, and when his home is burnt down, he finds refuge at his
maternal uncle’s home with the wish to marry Zhang Fengjie, his long-betrothed cousin. Fengjie’s parents snub
him for being poor and lie to him that she has died from a sudden illness. On hearing the news, Tianbao is
devastated and wants to pay his respects at the Zhang family home. But actually Zhang Zhongshi and his sister
Ailian have hatched a plot to hoodwink Tianbao with a mourning altar. When Tianbao pays his respects at the altar,
the plot misfires. The Zhang brother and sister quarrel over money, and the latter takes the case to court on
Tianbao’s behalf. After a heated debate, half of Zhongshi’s assets go to Fengjie and Tianbao, who complete their
wedding rites on the spot.
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CZEERELD The Empty Seal Box
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This is a classic repertoire of Wang Yongchun, a famous virtuoso in Sixian Opera. In the story, when He Wenxiu finds out he
has lost the official golden seal, he thinks hard to find a way to get out of the predicament. To externalize the thinking process
and the emotional turmoil, the actor needs to use the *headgear wings’ and make them move up and down, whether singly
or doubly, rotating clockwise and anticlockwise etc. As for the actor playing Chen Jian the local magistrate, he needs to depict,

R

at times subtle and at times exaggerated, his feelings when he has the empty seal hox in his hand. The acting is likened to Jrang Shuga

Chinese painting styles — sometimes in the high realism of gongbi, and at other times, the sweeping brush strokes of xieyi
and conveying emotions with excellent control.

The imperial commissioner He Wenxiu and his old servant Zhou Neng head for Hangzhou to investigate the murder of
Magistrate Wang, travelling in disguise. But their secret mission is leaked out to Chen Jian the local magistrate by an
informant. Chen sends a pirate, Sun Long, to assassinate them at the river crossing. The duo cleverly escapes
unscathed. He Wenxiu is requested by a girl Li Yueying to tell her fortune at her home. From her, He learns of the many
crimes of Chen Jian and Sun Long and gets to the bottom of the case in question. In order to thwart He, Chen orders all
inns not to take in guests. He and Zhou can only stay at a brothel, where they inadvertently leave behind the golden
seal, which the pimp hands over to the magistrate. Chen tries to lay a charge against He for a crime punishable by death. Zhou hatches a clever plot which
sees the official post set alight and the seal recouped. Chen Jian the magistrate and Sun Long the pirate are charged and sentenced to death.
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Cast * Zhang Shugai, Zhang Zhanguo, Zhang Baoying, Ma Xinyi, Liu Ruduo, Fan Lijuan, Ma Baojun
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This is another classic made famous by Wang Yongchun of Sixian fame. The twists and turns in
the plot make this a highly compelling piece of drama. The section in which Yao Da is tried at
night is the climax of the story, and the actor playing this faithful old servant needs to perform the
masterly act of ‘spinning the tea cup’. He needs to fling the cup onto the tray and make it roll g

clockwise several times before turning the tray to make the cup roll in an anticlockwise direction.
Yao's dilemma between the urge to tell the truth and the fear of retribution on leaking the old
master’s treacherous secret of murder is well delineated through this.

Su Yun travels to Lanxi with his wife Zheng Shuying to take up an official post. When they pass Qiantang River, they are sacked by a pirate Xu Neng
who also abducts Zheng. On the evening when she is to marry the pirate, an old servant Yao Da frees her. Zheng escapes and reaches the riverbank
where she gives birth to a baby boy. Xu chases after and forcibly takes the baby away for his own and names Xu Jizu. Eighteen years later, Jizu
plucks the laurels in the imperial examination and is appointed Imperial Commissioner. Zheng sues Xu at the court of the Commissioner. Xu finds
out and orders Yao Da to kill her. Jizu sets up a trial of Yao in the night and gets to know the truth. Mother and son are re-united, the pirate Xu Neng
is executed, and the wrongs of an eighteen-year-old case are redressed.
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Cast - Zhang Helin, Zhang Zhanguo (Also as Yao Da); Yu Junxian, Zhang Yu (Also as Xu Jizu); Zhang Baoying, Liu Ruduo, Gao Wenmao, Li Fengyun, Zhang Jie
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Sixian Opera is popular in the region of Hebei and Shanxi. It is divided into five sub-genres, known by the geographical spread, viz. ‘East’, ‘West’, ‘South’, ‘North’ and ‘Middle’. The
opera type that is popular in the region of Shijiazhuang belongs to the ‘Middle’ category. It was inscribed onto the first National List of Intangible Cultural Assets. In 1938, two
leading actors of the Middle Sixian Opera — Liu Kuixian and Wang Zhenchuan set up the Yushun Troupe, which was to be the later Shijiazhuang Sixian Opera Troupe of Hebei. The
founding of the Yushun Troupe allowed the genre of Sixian Opera to be staged regularly. Its repertory numbers over five hundred, most of which belong to the traditional category,
while the others are transplanted from the repertory of other Chinese theatrical genres, such as Laodiao, Xidiao, Huaidiao, Jindiao, Kunqu, Peking Opera and Hebei Clapper
Opera. The best known plays in the Middle Category of Sixian Opera are The Empty Seal Box, The White Gauze Robe, Miss Wang's Dream of Her Future Husband and Chasing
After the Son-in-law.

Sixian Opera is distinguished by its fiery earnestness, particularly in character portrayal through a galore of masterly skills: flinging long hair, the flowing long sleeves, various
styles of footwork, juggling trays, playing with the beard, spinning the ‘wings’ of the headgear, and other stunts such as routines with the boots, the handkerchief, the teeth, the
whip, the bowl etc. As for the music, it basically uses Chinese strings for accompaniment. The vocal style adopts the bangiang in the main, and may be delivered in the ‘court style’
or the ‘yue style’. There are numerous set tunes. The unique features include a seamless back-and-forth changing of natural voice and falsetto voice, with the latter section suddenly
rising to a very high register. After the second falsetto, the melodic line progressively descends. The moods are high-flung, and emotions are intense.

BRI A REETh#4 52 B B2 A Information provided by Shijazhuang Sixian Opera Troupe of Hebei
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Acrtists on Their Art : The Provenance of Sixian Opera and Its Exhibition : Sixian Opera of Hebei — Actions Speak the Heart
Uniqueness in Performance and Vocal Style (#}@i#%3:i# In Putonghua)
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1 5'7‘2013 (21— Mon) 7:30pm Foyer Exhibition Area, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
W AR E S BB - REEM - TR s
Speakers : Lin Shichao, Bian Shusen, Zhang Helin, Yu Junxian 5-6'22-7-20 13 F#ERGEKE Foyer, Hong Kong City Hall

;_R% : 35% Y %fﬂ@ Demonstration : Guo Peng, Gao Zhongjian

s ﬁé*ﬂ Moderator : Wu Heli 3'28-7-2013 %l—u%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ Foyer, Ko Shan Theatre

%%iﬂ:qj‘[}‘f?i&jtﬁm@:%gﬁg | 22"28.7.2013 igﬂ%’]ﬁj{ﬁ@%i}%ﬁﬂ Exhibition Corner, Yuen Long Theatre
AC2, 4/F, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre [
B A BAAR - FBISHE  Free Admission. Limited seats available on a first-come-first-served basis. o A3} Free Admission

FEBAEE Hong Kong City Hall
ESREBE T RES5% 5 Edinburgh Place, Central, Hong Kong () 2921 2840
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SREZEE-SABEEEBNZ4-95% : Ui 5 10-195 - \EH 5 205RSEBIE : NI
THEIRMET 2013, EEEE - 8B E 34 SARBRANEEME : it 5-935 : AR 10353 E : NI
BESRME  JAZF LHER—ERZEEE  FREERBAEEAS
Tickets NOW available at all URBTIX outlets, on Internet and by Telephone Credit Card Booking
Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities and the minder, full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients
(Limited tickets for full-time students and CSSA recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis)
Group Booking Discount - 10% off for each purchase of 4-9 full-price tickets; 15% off for 10-19 full-price tickets; 20% off for 20 or more full-price tickets
“Chinese Opera Festival 2013” Package Discount - 10% off on full-price tickets for each purchase of 3-4 different performances; 15% off for 5-9 different performances; 20% off for 10 or more different performances
Patrons can enjoy only one of the above discount schemes for each ticket, please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase
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Watch the programme trailer now !
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483t Website : www.cof.gov.hk #5528 Programme Enquiries : 2268 7325 ZZF5E ) Ticketing Enquiries : 2734 9009
{ZF£E 53] = Telephone Credit Card Booking : 2111 5999  #8_E3TZE Internet Booking : www.urbtix.hk
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The presenter resarves the right to substitule antists and change the programme Shouid unavoisabie circumstances make it necessary. The contents of this programme do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Depariment



