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The Hu family joined the Zhu family:in an alliance against the Water Margins heroes. In
a battle the latter was defeated and Hu Sanniang captured th rt-legged Wang Ying.
The Water Margins leader Song Jiang lea om this defeat and changed his tactics,
resulting in victory in their next encount i g was captured.
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gyin had defeated his enemies and proclaimed himself emperor, but
LI settle the wars in the south. In a snowy evening he visited his prime
9 L% "& i ; er Zhao Pu Zhao Pu drew lessons from Confucius’ Analects in hIS ag
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«iﬁ%% z }?&'ﬁ' >> Hiding in the Boat from The Joys of the Fishing Folks
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During the Eastern Han Dynasty
Liang Ji took control of the royal
court and his authority
overwhelmed even

the emperor. As he

planned to usurp > — PO

the throne, Prince
Qinghe fled to avoid being victimized. He reached somewhere on the riverbank and hid in a fishing boat. Soon a young
fisher-woman returned to the boat from her father’s funeral and found him. In their conversation she found out that her
father was killed by an arrow which was aiming at Prince Qinghe but missed. Having identified their shared enemy, the
young woman decided to provide shelter for him. He was so moved that he made the promise of making her the royal
consort if he succeeded to the throne in future.
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Sounding the Bell and Disposing the Royal Family from Tie Guan Tu
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. In a storming evening as the wind and snow swept the streets, Emperor Chongzhen

went around to the mansions of rich officials, hoping to raise funds for the military

PP S expenses. Without much success he resorted to sound the palace bell and gathered

the court officials in the palace to discuss their situation. Yet the only person who

showed up after three rounds of bell was General Du Xun, who had already

reached an agreement with the rebel Li Zicheng to guarantee his own safety and

fortune. At the end the Emperor performed his last ritual at the royal ancestors’

shrine, let his heir the royal prince flee, killed the princesses with his own sword,

instructed his consorts to commit suicide, and set off to Mount Mei on his own to
hang himself.
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Main episodes from The Story of the Lute

<"£% ) Eating Chaff * <§§'@> The Bequest * (ﬁk) Interrogating the Husband

(3‘5 %) Painting the Portrait * (5'“&') Taking Leave at Her In-laws’ Grave
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Ji Zhenhua, Liang Guyin, Zhang Mingrong, Li An, Yu Bin
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This short piece is adapted from the famous novel Journey to the West by the playwright Yang Na. It was written between the last
years of Yuan Dynasty and the beginning of Ming Dynasty. The main characters are played in wudan and wusheng. Dance
elements are of paramount importance in this piece. The accessories worn by the wudan, including the long feathers on her
headgear, the elaborate cape, the fox tail and the long dress, all accentuate the dynamics of her movements.
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The Joys of the Fishing Folks was written by Zhu Zuochao in the
early years of Qing Dynasty. This extract features the side
characters jian Rentong and Ma Yaocao in The Joys. The character
Jian is played in the fumo laosheng (second-line old male role)
without beard. Some movement patterns of giongsheng (male role
in poverty) are incorporated in his characterization to show his
circumstances. The veteran artist Zheng Chuanjian has described
this character as someone ‘with hunched shoulders in the cold and
constantly massaging his stomach to ease hunger’.
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Cast : Yuan Guoliang, Yu Bin
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This piece is written by Gao Lian of Ming Dynasty. The entire play
consists of 33 acts. Visiting the Sick features the dramatic interplay
between jinsheng (kerchief male role), guimendan (domestic female role),
lzodan (old female role) and chou (clown role). All four performers need
to achieve seamless interchange between their singing and speech
declamation, and smooth interplay among themselves.
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Young scholar Pan Blzheng failed in the imperial examination and stayed temporarily in the nunnery run by his aunt.
He fell in love with the young nun Chen Miaochang, but his strong feelings for her made him ill. Chen found out about

this and visited him with his aunt in his room.
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Wang Shipeng was made governor of Ji'an. He sent his servant Li Cheng to his

hometown to fetch his parents-in-law. When his letter was read aloud to his
lind father-in-law, the old man was so pleased that he could see again. They
et off with Li Cheng for Ji’an. On the way they disembarked from the boat and
raveled on land, and admired the scenery with much pleasure.
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S‘l’ é’fﬁ;ﬁ Ji Zhenhua v
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Famous kunqu performer, National Class One Performer, graduate of Shanghai Mumapw}
Chinese Opera Institute. Ji studied under kunqu masters including Zheng Chuanjian and N
Chuanyue. He specialises in laosheng, and has received numerous awards including the 4" Plum Blossom Award fo
Chinese Theatre, the Star Award at the Bai Yulan Performing Arts Award for Shanghai Theatre, the Performing Award, tﬁ'
Showcase Award and the Commemorative Award at the Shanghai Theatre Festival, the Honour Award for Perfomance o
the 1 China Kunqu Opera Arts Festival. In 2007 he took the lead role in The Dream of Handan, and the productioy
received Production Award of the Wenhua Award, and his performance in that production ranked first in the 18" Bai Yulay;
Performing Arts Award for Shanghai Theatre. \
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Famous kunqu tional Class One Performer, graduate of Shanghai Municipal Chinest
Opera lnst/:tu mg in wuchou ln the Institute he stud:ed under kunqu masters Zhou
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art ializing in xiaosheng (civil male role), National Class One Perfor
g‘hal Mumcnpal Chinese Opera Instltute Yue has studied under kunqu ma

8 Awards for Shanghai Theatre, the Honour Award for P r
Kunqu O orming Award at the Shanghai Theatre Festival.
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2 E A= Cai Zhengren
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Famous kunqu artist, National Class One Performer, graduate of Shanghai Municipal Chinese
Opera Institute. Cai also served as Director of Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe. He has studied
under kunqu masters including Yu Zhenfei, Shen Chuanzhi and Zhou Chuanying. He specialises in the xiaosheng and
excels especially on guansheng (hatted male roles), although he is also skillful in portraying giongsheng. He has received
numerous awards including the 4" Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre, the Leading Performer Award at the 5 Bai
Yulan Performing Arts Awards for Shanghai Theatre, the Baogang Beaux Arts Award for and the Honor Award for
Performance at the 1% China Kunqu Opera Arts Festival, and the Special Honorary Award at the 4™ China Kunqu Opera
Arts Festival.
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National Class One Performer, graduate of Shanghai Municipal Chinese Opera Institute 3™
Kunqu Acting Class. She subsequently studied in and took art related professional qualifications
from Shanghai University and Shanghai Theatre Academy. She specialises in wudan and
daomadan (sword and steed female role). She has studied under kunqu artist Wang Zhiquan and has received numerous
awards including the 23 Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre, the Artistic Award for Promoting Kunqu Opera,
Red Plum Award, the 4% China Kunqu Opera Arts Festival Outstanding Performing Award.
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National Class One Performer, graduate of Shanghai 5-7 Jingju Training Class. Upon graduation
he joined Shanghai Peking Opera Theatre. He has studied under veteran performers including
Zhang Wenjuan, Zhi Shigong, Ma Baogang and Chen Hongsheng. In 1980 he took lessons from
the Yu school laosheng player Chen Dahuo. Later he has transferred to Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe. His portrayal of Bai
Juyi in Journey with a Lute won him the 7™ China Theatre Acting Award.

2% wu Shuang
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National Class One Performer. Wu is a graduate of Shanghai Municipal Chinese Opera Institute
and East China Normal University. He specialises on the jing (painted face role) has studied under
kunqu artists Fang Yang, Zhong Weide and Wang Qun. He received the Kunqu Promotion Award
in the National Kunqu Opera Outstanding Middle-aged and Young Performers Showcase, the National Kunqu Opera
Outstanding Young Performers Showcase 10-Outstandings Performer Award and the Performer Award 12 Wenhua
Award.
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National Class One Performer, graduate of |
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Artists on Their Art : The Heart-tugging Tragedy in Kunqu Opera—The Story of the Lute
23.6.2013 (281 A Sun) 7:30pm
EE GHEE  RAT  ORER

Speakers : Ji Zhenhua, Liang Guyin, Zhang Mingrong
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Lecture Hall, Hong Kong Space Museum

L @5 £ In Putonghua
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Free admission. Limited seats available on a first-come-first-served basis.
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