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Itis not just any battle, but a psychological battle
that involves strategic defence and offence.
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admitted until a suitable break in the programme.
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Throughout his life, Cao Cao suffered three defeats in battle, butthey were all
major and traumatic. They are: the battle at Wancheng, the battle at Chi Bi,
and his fight with Ma Chao. But perhaps the one that stigmatized him the most
was the Battle at Wancheng, in which his eldest son Cao Ang, his nephew
Cao Anmin and his general Dian Wei died on the battlefield. Had he not been
saved by Yu Jin, Cao would have died also. Battle at Wanchengis penned by
Cantonese Opera star Law Kar-ying, based on a work from the traditional
Cantonese Opera repertory but revised and revitalized with humanistic
insight, character study, gripping action moved along by the close-knit
scenes. The introduction of the age-old paichang staging, that s, a formulaic
presentation involving specific rountines and delivery of lines, adds to the
despotic Cao Cao.
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The story takes place in the year 197, when the Han Dynasty is nearing its demise after the
revolt of Dong Zhuo. Warlords are occupying lands with their own armies. Cao Cao takes
Emperor Xian of Han from the capital city of Luoyang to Xuchang to make him a puppet ruler.
After he has ensured that Lu Bu, the foster son of Dong Zhuo who plays a pivotal role in
killing Dong, is happily settled, Cao leads his army to attack Wancheng, which is not far away
from Xuchang. Now Wancheng is the base of Zhang Ji and Zhang Xiu. Zhang Jiis killed by
an arrow in a battle at Yushui, and although Zhang Xiu is a valiant fighter, he is outnumbered
by Cao’s camp. At the advice of Jia Xu, he feigns surrender to lure Cao Cao to enter the city.
Seeing Cao’s lascivious weakness, he presents to him Madam Zou, the widow of Zhang Ji.
A woman of chastity, Zou accepts Xiu's suggestion to play a seductress role in order to seize
the opportunity to get rid of Cao. The ultimate aim is to save Emperor Xian from the grip of
Cao and reestablish Han rule. A political war game is thus brewing, ready to go off any
time...
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Law Kar-ying as Zhang Xiu
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Yau Sing-po as Cao Cao
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Chan Ho-kau as Madam Zou
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Yuen Siu-fai as Jia Xu
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Hong Hai as Dian Wei
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Lui Hung-kwong as'Cao Hong
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Wang Kit-ching as Molan
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A valiant general fighting a lone battle,
biding his time through political acumen
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A warlord that is the power behind the
throne; his lasciviousness is his Achilles’
heel
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The wife of Zhang Ji from Zhang Xiu's
clan, recently widowed and vows to
seduce the treacherous Cao Cao at the
expense of her chaste good name
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Political adviser to Zhang Xiu, a great
strategist and politician
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A general in Cao Cao’s court who has
won the latter's favour with his valiant
fighting
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Cousin of Cao Cao and a loyal follower
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Madam Zou’s maid, smart and shrewd
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