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Xiaobaihua Troupe of Hangzhou Yue Opera Theatre
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The Xiaobaihua Troupe of Hangzhou Yue Opera Theatre has a history of over fifty years, during which the Troupe has created and staged over a
hundred productions and groomed many outstanding talents. It has a cast that represents different artistic lineage and is capable of performing all
stock roles. Many of them are winners of major awards in national and provincial competitions. In 2011, the Troupe staged a localized (Hangzhou)
version of the Yue Opera classic, The Dream of the Red Chamber. It was the first company in fifty years to have a cast strong enough to perform a
production of such epic dimensions. As for other titles in its repertory, most are imbued with the regional and vernacular characteristics of the
historical city of Hangzhou. The Troupe has such distinct characteristics that it has won popular acclaim in China and other parts of the world.
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Xie Qunying is a National Class One Performer trained in the artistic lineage of Jin Caifeng. She is currently Assistant to the
Director of the Hangzhou Yue Opera Theatre. Her accolades include the Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre, the
Wenhua Award presented by the Ministry of Culture, the Gold Award at the China Xiaobaihua Yue Opera Festival, the 1st

Chinese Opera Performers Star Award of Zhejiang Province, an Outstanding Performer Award and a Class One Performer
Award at the Zhejiang Theatre Festival. She won the Audience Favourite Performer Award at the 7th China Arts Festival in 2004.
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Chen Xiaohong is a National Class One Performer trained in the artistic lineage of Wang Wenjuan, and specializes in dan
(female) roles after Wang. She is currently Associate Director of the Hangzhou Yue Opera Theatre. Her accolades include the
19th Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre, the 11th Wenhua Award for Performance, a Distinguished Performance Award
in the 9th Zhejiang Theatre Festival, an Outstanding Contribution to Culture and the Arts Award of Hangzhou City, and the New
Ten Sisters Award of the 1998 Yue Opera New Ten Sisters Competition.
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Zheng Guofeng is a National Class One Performer trained in the artistic lineage of Xu Yulan. She is one of the most famous
exponents of xiaosheng (civil male) roles in the Xu Yulan stylistic school today, and winner of the Best Performer Award and
Ten Best Performer Award among Young Actors in Yue Opera in China, and a nomination for the White Magnolia Theatre Award
for Lead Actors.
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Chen Xueping is a National Class One Performer trained in the artistic lineage of Fan Ruijuan. Her accolades include Plum
Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre, an Outstanding Lead Actress Award at the Chinese Theatre Festival, an Outstanding
Performer Award, a Class One Performer Award at the Zhejiang Theatre Festival, and the New Ten Sisters Award of the 1998
. Yue Opera New Ten Sisters Competition.
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Xu Ming is a National Class One Performer trained in the artistic lineage of Fan Ruijuan. She is a recipient of the 25th Plum
* Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre. Her accolades include a nomination for the White Magnolia Awards of Shanghai, the title
| of Ten Best Young Performers of Zhejiang Province, an Outstanding Performance Award in the 9th Zhejiang Theatre Festival
and a Class One Award for Professional Performers at the Hangzhou New Repertory Showcase.
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During the Yuan Dynasty, the talented Meng Lijun is forced to flee from home when her entire family
: B s implicated in a crime for which her father is framed. Disguised as men, Lijun and her maid are
x on the road. Before their hurried departure, Lijun leaves her own portrait as a present for her
fiancé Huangpu Shaohua to convey her commitment to the betrothal. Three years later, Lijun,
still masquerading as a man under the pseudonym Li Junyu, has risen to the office of Prime
Minister. Meanwhile, through his observation and investigation, Shachua concludes that
the Prime Minister is actually Lijun. Shachua, however, unwittingly exposes Lijun’s secret
when he prematurely petitions the Emperor for Lijun’s hand in marriage, whereupon the
Emperor plans to keep Lijun for himself. The clever and astute Lijun manages, not without
difficulty, to thwart the Emperor’s amorous advances. Finally, after his shrewd mother and his
far-sighted teacher deliberate on and apprise him of the implications of his intended action, the
Emperor decides to put duty to his country first and gives up the intent of appropriating Lijun as
his bride.
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Cast: Chen Xiaohong, Zheng Guofeng, Chen Xueping, Xie Qunying
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During the reign of Emperor Jiajing in the Ming Dynasty, a corrupt court official, Yan Song,

and his son, Shifan, succeed in framing the Governor of Three Border Regions, Zeng Xian.

Xian is executed. Hiding his true identity from his father’s political enemies, Xian's son Rong
manages to escape. By a twist of fate, Rong meets Yan Maoging, a cohort of Song, and is adopted by him.
Now under his new name Yan Rong, he is given Yan Song’s granddaughter Lanzhen as wife. After the wedding, Rong refuses to enter

the bridal chamber. Despite Lanzhen's repeated questioning, Rong refuses to divulge the reason. After spying on Rong, Lanzhen discovers the truth.
She sympathizes with Rong and decides to fend for her husband. Rong is touched by this and makes up with her. When Rong is going to attend his
mother-in-law’s birthday party, he drinks less and take his leave in order to minimize the risk of exposing himself. But on the way out, he finds himself
on the grounds of the residence of Zhao Wenhua. He is almost caught when Wenhua comes up from downstairs after a meeting, and is only saved by
Lingzhu, the maid of Wenhua's daughter Wanzhen, who hides him in her mistress’s study just in time. Meanwhile Lanzhen becomes increasingly
anxious at her husband’s failure to return home. She leads her maids and goes on a rampage in search of Rong. She demands to know Rong’s
whereabouts. Upon hearing this, Wanzhen assures Lanzhen that Rong is safe, and arranges for them to meet.
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Cast: Xie Qunying, Zheng Guofeng
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The story is set in Suzhou. The scholar Shen Guisheng and his teacher's daughter Qingmei are fellow students and childhood sweethearts.
When Guisheng's uncle Zhang Guoxun learns about the romance, he trumps up an excuse to dismiss the teacher, coerces Qingmei into
becoming a nun (where she takes on the monastic name of Zhizhen) and betroths his own daughter Yayun to his nephew. Guisheng
abhors his enforced marriage. He storms out of the matrimonial home on the wedding night, and goes calling on Qingmei instead.

The lovers meet at Fahua Convent and continue their courtship, eventually consummating their love, and make a jade

dragonfly as the token of their union. In the meantime, Yayun, who has been looking for her husband for

several months, hears about the convent and comes to make enquiries. Yayun's suspicion is

aroused when she finds the unusually poised and elegant Zhizhen there. Determined to
uncover the truth, Yayun visits the convent repeatedly, asking incisive questions.
Guisheng is so stressed by Yayun’s snooping that he falls ill. Guisheng succumbs to

his iliness and dies. When Zhizhen gives birth in a shack, she has no alternative but to
abandon her newborn son there, as she is forbidden to keep the baby in the convent.
Fortunately, Mrs Xu finds the infant and raises him as her own, naming him Xu Yuanzai.
One day, Yayun meets Yuanzai. As the boy bears a strong resemblance to Guisheng,
Yayun in turn adopts him as her son to assuage her guilt. Eighteen years later, Yuanzai
comes home with news of his birth mother and then looks for his mother at convent.
Yayun and her father devise a ruse to get Zhizhen to come to their residence. After
Zhizhen recounts the full details of her relationship with Guisheng, Yuanzai legitimately
assumes his true family name Shen and is happily reunited with his own mother.

R WAL IS R 8% N
Cast: Chen Xiaohong, Chen Xueping, Xie Qunying, Xu Ming D, /4

&

]8.7.2012 (EH= Wed)
T Excerpts

(FLiaidris - @+/N\)

Sweet Memories at the Eighteen Spots During the Long Farewell from The Butterfly Lovers
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Zhu Yingtai disguises herself as a man to attend school in Hangzhou. She spends three years studying with Liang Shanbo, her classmate and sworn
brother, before her father summons her home. On the way to the Zhu Manor, Shanbo realizes that his ‘sworn brother is actually the ‘young sister’ that
Yingtai has promised him to marry. As he walks, Shanbo reflects on the numerous hints Yingtai dropped at their previous farewell, and is so elated that
he wishes to have wings to fly to her side so they can be married soon.
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Cast: Chen Xueping
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Shanbo Dying from The Butterfly Lovers
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When Liang Shanbo learns that the supposed ‘younger sister’ of Zhu Yingtai is but Yingtai herself, he

comes to her home at her invitation, full of happy expectation. But on seeing each other again, he hears
the devastating news that she is betrothed to Ma. The two lovers cannot but bid each other farewell
forever. After that, Shanbo falls seriously ill and dies.
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Cast: Xu Ming
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Burying the Petals and Mourning Daiyufrom The Dream of the Red Chamber
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Lin Daiyu and Jia Baoyu are in love, but because of the circumstances they cannot reveal their heart and often quarrel. Daiyu expresses the pain in her
heart through poetry and burying fallen petals. On seeing her doing this, Baoyu pours his heart out. The two not only make up but also firmly pledge to
each other of their love. When later Daiyu hears that Baoyu is going to marry Baochai, she is so devastated that she falls seriously ill and dies. Baoyu
pays her his final respects, and hears from her maid what she did and said on her deathbed, he is so heartbroken that he decides to leave home to
become a monk.
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Cast: Zheng Guofeng, Chen Xiaohong
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: Li Xiuying, daughter of the Secretary of the Board of Civil Office, Li Tingfu, is betrothed to the scholar Wang Yulin. On their
_ wedding night, Yulin discovers a love letter in the newly-wed's chamber with Xiuying’s jade hairpin inside. Yulin is enraged
* and suspects Xiuying of infidelity. He treats her coldly from then on. However, Xiuying gives him the loving care of a good
wife. Her father conducts an investigation in a bid to clear her name. When the truth is revealed, Yulin is struck with

remorse. When he comes first in the Imperial Civil Service Examination, he comes to seek Xiuying’s
forgiveness. The young couple is finally reconciled.

TR HRE - BER
Cast: Xie Qunying, Zheng Guofeng

B BAYEFXRENFE Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles
BHRO2)0K4508E (BIEFBHKE) Running Time: Approx.2 hrs 45 mins with an intermission
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Yue Opera originated in the Sheng County of Zhejiang, which in ancient Chinese history, was the State of Yue; hence the name. Yue Opera first
developed from the narrative singing genre called Luodi Changshu. Later with new vocal styles and ensemble accompaniment added, it was able to
establish its own special vocal style and develop different stylistic schools. Through their respective use of melody, tempo and percussive points, each
stylistic school forms its own system; then in singing, through voicing, tone colour and embellishments, each would create an aesthetically distinct
character. Throughout the last century, Yue Opera has been gleaning from and assimilating the merits of Peking Opera, Kunqu Opera, Shaoxing Opera

and drama until it came into its own. Today, Yue Opera distinguishes itself from all other Chinese traditional genres with its exceptional aesthetic appeal
and engaging charm.
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Artists on Their Art: The Stylistic Schools of Yue Opera

]4“.7.20]2 (28375 Sat) 7:30pm
BB RN THRAENE-FERE

AC1, Level 4, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Speakers: Hou Jun, Xie Qunying, Chen Xiaohong, Zheng Guofeng, Chen Xueping, Xu Ming

EEFEEHEN Putonghua
REBEANG BUAR - £FAE  #aRHLE

Free admission. Limited seats available on a first-come-first-served basis.
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Tickets available NOW at all URBTIX outlets, on Internet and by Telephone Credit Card Booking
Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities and the minder, full-time students and Comprehensive Social
Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients (Limited tickets for full-time students and CSSA recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis)

Group Booking Discount - 10% off for each purchase of 4-9 full-price tickets; 15% off for 10-19 full-price tickets; 20% off for 20 or more full-price tickets
“Chinese Opera Festival 2012” Package Discount - 10% off on full-price tickets for each purchase of 3-4 different performances;
15% off for 5-9 different performances; 20% off for 10 or more different performances

Patrons can enjoy only one of the above discount schemes for each ticket, please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase
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