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Audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers will only be admitted until a suitable break in the programme.
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Huangmei Opera

Huangmei Opera, originally called *huangmei fune” or “fea-picking opera”, was a folk opera that formed in the regions where the boundaries of Hubei,
Anhui, and Jiangxi meet. Later it shifted fo Anging in Anhui Province, and developed info a mature opera by incorporating the local “gingyang tune” and
"hui tune” and appropriating the local dance, folklore and language. Traditionally, Huangmei Opera can be grouped info two categories, the small plays
and the big plays. The small plays are those simple slices of life confaining only one act led by two roles, one chou (comic) and one dan (female).The
humorous style is conveyed by singing over dancing.The repertory includes Reaping the Hay and The Couple Watching Lanterns.The big plays are based
on the folklores with complicated plots and diverse roles, like The Butterfly Lovers. Later, Huangmei Opera performers enriched their skills by learning from
artists of Peking Opera, Yue Opera, Yang Opera, Huai Opera and Ping Opera, while refaining their distinctive style characterized by the natural performing
arts, the delightfully melodious fune, and the worldly flavor. As an opera bomn in the rural area, Huangmei Opera is easy fo understand and learn, and has
become an enduringly charming art form appreciated by all.
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Anhui Huangmei Opera Theatre

The Anhui Huangmei Opera Theatre was formerly the Anhui Huangmei Opera Troupe, established in 1953, and boasted a talented cast that included Yan
Fengying, Wang Shaofang, Pan Jingli and Zhang Yunfeng. In 1988, the troupe was expanded and renamed as the Anhui Huangmei Opera Theatre. The
theatre has accumulated arich traditional repertoire and a number of new experimental theatre productions over the years, including The Seventh Fairy
Maiden, The Female Consort of the Princess, The Female Painter of Humble Origin, The Butferfly Lovers, A Dream of Red Mansions and Much Ado about
Nothing.The production of A Dream of Red Mansions has won the National Wenhua Award, the most distinguished honor for Chinese theatre, and the
production of Much Ado about Nothing has been awarded by the Ministry of Culture. The theatre has also made highly successful performing tours to
Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, Singapore and Germany.
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Emperor of Heaven, is bored with the solitude in heaven. One day, she comes fo the heavenly
| n world when she sees Dong Yong, an impoverished young man who is fo sell himself to the landlord
m@n she flees down daringly to the human world in defiance of her father's authority, and marries Dong
e help of the local God. However, the cruel and avaricious landlord asserts that the couple’s marriage
m. and threatens to extend the indenture years from three to six unless the couple can produce ten rolls of silk
hat if he sees the silk in the next morning, the contract period will be shortened into one hundred days.The Maiden
asking her six elder sisters for help and defeats the landlord’s frick.The landlord keeps his promise unwillingly, and
ﬁer one hundred days. Unfortunately, as the couple is leaving fo set up their own home, the Jade Emperor has noticed his
forces her to go back fo heaven. To protect Dong Yong from being hurt by her furious father, the Maiden has to bid a painful

arked a monumental step in the history of Huangmei Opera's development. It has become a hit immediately after its birth
abroad, and many melodious arias have long been an everlasting attraction for generations of Huangmei Opera fans. The play was
ng by the Anhui Huangmei Opera Troupe, and later the Troupe was invited fo give a performance at East China's Opera Festival. The
a first prize, and Yan Fengying who played the role of Seventh Fairy Maiden, and Wang Shaofang, who played the role of Dong Yong,
prize of performance. In 1955, the play was made into a film, which not only won great popularity all over mainland, but also became
nin Hong Kong.
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The Female Consort of the Princess
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Feng Suzhen has been engaged to Li Zhaoting in her childhood. Unfortunately, Family Li meets with decline and Li Zhaoting decides to lodge himself o
Feng's residence, but is rejected by Feng Suzhen’s snobbish parents. Worse sfill, fo break the engagement and plot a lucrative marriage for Suzhen, her
parents even bring a false charge against Li Zhaoting with steal. He is put info prison and Suzhen is forced to marry an heir of a wealthy family. She does
not submit herself to the arrangement by dressing up as a young man and running away from her hometown. In the capital, she participates in the
national examination by assuming her fiancé, Li Zhaoting's name. Unexpectedly, she eams the fitle of Number One Scholar and impresses the Emperor
so much that he intends to make her his son-in-law. Suzhen tries to refuse the order again and again but fails. She has to receive the demand and go fo
the palace to get married with the princess. On the wedding night, Suzhen tells the princess of the truth af risk of death. Deeply moved by Suzhen’s
devotedness to her fiancé, the princess offers her aid to inform her father of the fact. Due fo Suzhen'’s infelligence, she not only gets the pardon from the
Emperor for herself, but also makes her fiancé released. At the same time, Suzhen’s brother named Feng Yimin, a former Number One Scholar, comes to
the royal court to beg the Emperor’s pardon for his sister, falls in love with the princess at first sight, and is chosen as the Emperor’s real son-in-law. From
then on, the two couples lead their happy life.
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Cast: Sun Juan, Wu Yaling, Jiang Jianguo

U ERNACEE LY E e

Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles
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Running Time: Approx. 2 hrs 30 mins with an intermission
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Wu Yaling is a National Class One Performer and winner of many coveted awards, such as the National Plum Blossom Award
for Chinese Theatre and the Award for Top Ten Outstanding Performers ot the National Television Grand Prix for Young
Performers in Huangmei Opera. Recognized as one of the best five divas of Huangmei Opera (nicknamed as the *Five Golden
Flowers"), she distinguishes herself with an elegant stage persona, and a gentle, sensitive acting style. Wu has played the
leading roles in numerous theatre productions like The Seventh Fairy Maiden, The Female Consort of the Princess, The
Mismatch, A Tale of Swing Frame and A Dream of Red Mansions. She is particularly known for her insightful inferpretation of Lin
Daiyu, the sentimental lady in A Dream of Red Mansions.
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Jiang Jianguo is the Director of Anhui Huangmei Opera Theatre and a National Class One Performer. He has won many
renowned awards, including the National Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre and the National Wenhua Award
presented by the Ministry of Culture. He is distinguished for his handsome stage persona, sonorous fone, and a plain, na
performing style. Jiang has been widely acclaimed for his performances in both traditional repertoire and new exper
theatre productions, including A Dream of Red Mansions, The Mismatch, Riding by the City Walll and A Beauty Wa!&
Tempest.
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Li Wen is a National Class One Performer. Li's delightful, gorgeous persona, sweef Tone ndn@f
her as a leading Huangmei Opera diva, and she has won many coveted performance
Wenhua Award, a Gold Award at the 18 Yan Fengying Cup Huangmei Opera Compe
Opera MTV Competition, and an Award for Excellent Performers att the 279 Nation
has been recognized for her versatility of roles in many theatre productions, like
of the Princess, Teasing Lady Peony and The Romance of Tears and Laughte
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Yu Shun is a National Class One Perforr
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Opera Competition ( Y
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Artists on Their Art: A History of the Development of Huangmei Opera and An Analysis of the Vocal Techniques in
The Seventh Fairy Maiden and The Female Consort of the Princess

19.6.2012 (2= 1ue) 7:30pm
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Free Admission. Limited seats available on a first-come-first-served basis. €
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Exhibition on The Art of Huangmei Opera
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Exhibition Corner, Yuen Long Theatre
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Tickets available NOW at all URBTIX outlets, on Internet and by Telephone Credit Card Booking

Half-price tickets available for senior cifizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities and the minder, fulltime students and Comprehensive Social
Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients (Limifed fickets for full-time students and CSSA recipients available on a first-comefirst-served basis)

Group Booking Discount - 10% off for each purchase of 4-9 full-price fickets; 15% off for 10-19 full-price tickets; 20% off for 20 or more full-price fickets
"Chinese Opera Festival 2012" Package Discount - 10% off on full-price tickets for each purchase of 3-4 different performances; 16% off for 5-9 different
performances; 20% off for 10 or more different performances

Patrons can enjoy only one of the above discount schemes for each ticket, please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase -

Lt Website: www.cof.gov.hk

EiB£38 Programme Enquiries: 2268 7325

E15E 5 Ticketing Enquiries: 2734 9009

{EFRFE:EETZ Telephone Credit Card Booking: 2111 5999
8 LETZ Internet Booking: www.urbtix.hk
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The presenter reserves the right to substitute artists and change the programme should unavoidable circumstances make it necessary
The contents of this programme do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services DepartmentServices Department



