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Zhang Junrui, @ young scholar, is on his way to the tapital to sit for the imperial
examination.He passes by the Al Grace ivionasteryin Kaiieng, wnere the'Frime:

Minister's'family is taking uptemporary residence, and happens to meetine Frime

Mvinisters daughter, CutYingying.Sit Is love at first signt ioritne two.Sbut @ message:

Comes from Sun the"liger, Ieader of the revet forces, Wno Geciaresthat ne'wants
{ingyingior hiswite, gl bt ey S o il ik ransack tne monastery.
Yingying's mother, Lady Cui,\in"her anxiety, accepts ner daugniersproposal that

.,‘&

Whoever manages 10 Grive away tne Fenels "will iave er iessing {o fave
(ingying’s hand in marriage."Znang stepsfortn to Oier RS strateqy, and SUcCeeds in
defeating the rebels.SButthen, instead of honouring herword, Lady Cui tefls Zhang'and Yingying to

DE SWOTR Drotherand Sister. LIS thanks 10 the'malaservant nongniang, wio piays tne go-benveer,
that the two are abie 10 tontnue to €orrespond in SECret. srongnidng aiso g 0 arrange a
secret rendezvous at which the lovebirds become betrothed. SWhen Lady Cui hears of the =5
‘endezvous, sheinterrogates the'maid, Wno'in a ciever repartee, 1orces tne Lady 1o give ner
consent to the couple’on'the condition that Zhang succeeds at the imperial examination.
As all gatherto see Zhang off, the lovers bid & reluctant goobye.

IiEE  RER - IH ORE
Wang Zhenyi, Wei Chunrong, Wang Jin, Bai Xiaojun
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LiZicheng, leaderof a rebel force, has laid siege to Dai County. o force Lito back down, Commander Zhou of the local forces Succeeds in -
aking LI STatoptet SO L oG]l S Prisoner.gil gimosteoncedes, but is hield back by his political adviser, Niu. ﬂwwwf’w/
executed, and Li's army storms the city, forcing Zhou to retreat until Ningwu Pass, where he is killed in a deadly hail of arrows. The * (giile
rest of his family perishes by setting fire to themselves. =’
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Ding Chenyuan, Bai Xiaojun
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Dou E, ' commoner, is wrongfully sentenced to death and given no recourse o justice. mwwwhummf d mmmu
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- Shi Hongmei, Shao Zheng, Ma Baowang

| s..umw ;ww»umsmxw&
16 other than Xu, who has managed his escape and is heading toward e
wn : s;w i 1Bt s Stil in fove with HEPhusband and stops her
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.:*‘Yang Fengyi, Wang Zhenyi, Bai Chunxiang
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S Hou Shaokui (first part)/ Hai Jun (second part), Xu Naigiang, Dong Honggang;
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m;mmwmwm an army commander, Wa%»ﬂrwwm (he emperor. He bumps into a fortune-teller, Aan"Jiachun, who"
ob lexionand warns him that an attemptwill be'made’e Within three days.®50 Liang stays in wnat Re thinkS s the saiety of his home.
;.L.ﬁmww of a fisherman who s killed by L e i i e e A
been choSen to serve in Liang's resigence.JAt night she ang with a golden needle“The family wants Wan to make divinations 0T who the
assassin is.:Wan knows it is Wu, but out of compassion forthe youing orphan, he tricks the guards at the back entrance of the house so he™

and Wu'can escape to safety. :
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- Ma Baowang, Wang Liyuan, Zhang Peng
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make Yao recall his treacherous past. Yao Is deeply ashamed and VOWS to turn overa new Ieaf, and the coupie is reconciied.
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Shao Zheng, Wei Chunrong

e i fjun, hasinfiltrs t;-fmwmwmw Anixi s a young army FECTUL. ThiS arouses
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Lo ) Haijun because of his ha “mmwwwmwwwnm@m The two make
a lovers'pledge before they part
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Yang Fengyi, Wang Zhenyi, Bai Chunxiang

he powers-that-be by standing by justice, and is forced to.
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- Hou Shaokui (second part)/ Yang Fan (first part), Shi Hongmei
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NORTHERN KUNQU OPERA THEATRE
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The Northern Kunqu Opera Theatre was inaugurated on 1957. The Theatre follows a two-pronged path in its artistic pursuit: honouring the traditional repertory of
works, while striving to expand it through reviving and adapting the old, and creating the new on the other. The Theatre has accumulated a rich repertory over the
years which have won both popular and professional acclaim, such as The Peony Pavilion, The Story of the West Chamber and The Story of the Jade Hairpin. In the
last decade or so, the Theatre has staged many original productions such as The Minister's Son Who Became an Opera Artist, Guan Hanging and Wang Zhaojun.
Touring performances have taken the company areund the world to America, Japan, Finland, Russia, Sweden, ltaly, France, Germany, Denmark, Spain, Korea,
Switzerland, Hong Kong and Taiwan. Kunqu opera was inscribed onto the first UNESCO list of “Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity”,
released in May, 2001.

The Theatre has garnered countless awards in Chinese traditional theatre competitions in Beijing and all over China since 1980, with artists Hong Xuefei, Hou Shaokui,
Cai Yaoxian, Yang Fengyi, Liu Jing, Wang Zhenyi, Shi Hongmei and Wei Chunrong all winning recognition at the prestigious Plum Blossom Awards for Chinese Theatre.
Its 1995 production The Story of the Lute was awarded a Wenhua Award for New Stage Productions by the Ministry of Culture. The Minister's Son Who Became an
Opera Artist (2004) also won a Wenhua Award for New: Stage Productions at the 7% China Arts Festival and was shortlisted for the Ten National Fine Stage Arts
Projects in 2005, and went on to win the 4" Beijing Literary Awards. In 2009, the Theatre’s new production, The Story of the West Chamber, was presented an

Outstanding Repertory Award by the Ministry of Culture.

NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN SYSTEMS IN KUNQU
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""“x\ Kunqu exists in set tunes, which consist of the Northern arias and Southern arias. Northern arias

retain elements of ‘narrative singing’ in northern China. The patterns and musical format are
\x relatively more relaxed, with no rules regarding the number of measures or ornamental
\ utterances used. Southern arias were derived mostly from ¢/ poems of the Song Dynasty and
* other folk tunes, and are subject to stricter musical formats. The arias have thus adhered to a
8 set number of measures.

& Northern arias tend to use higher registers, and are forthright, unornamented, and high-flung
' in mood. Each verse in the libretto is formed with characters with meaning more than
ke extended tones for vocalise effect. This is reversed in Southern arias, in which vocalise
b singing often comes between characters with meaning. The result is expressive tunes which
b favour intricate crafting of externalized emotions and sentiments.

v Set tunes in an excerpt form a song set. Northern song sets are sung from beginning to end

by a solo performer. The first set tune takes the place of a formal musical introduction. Southern
song sets comprise three parts: an introduction in free tempi, followed by the main body and
* coda in tempo, can be performed as solos, duets, in unison, or in chorus. Set tunes from both
* systems have also been combined to form ‘a hybrid set’. Usually lead characters sing Northern
arias while supporting roles perform Southern arias, as seen in Storming the Chamber from The
¢ Palace of Eternal Life.
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Hou Shaokti
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Hou Shaokui is a National Class One Performer specialised in wusheng (military male) roles and winner of the 2% Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre. He began his
training at the Northern Kungu Opera Theatre in 1957, tipholding the stylistic legacy of his father, Hou Yongkui, & renowned kunquand Peking opera artist, while'also exploring
new ground for breakthroughs. He is best known for his performance in Lin Chong’s Nocturnal Escape (as Lin Chong), To the Bangtiet Armed (as Guan Yu) and Escorting
Jingniang Thousands of Miles (as Zhao Kuangyin). He'is known for his portrayals of the robust and the valiant, his sonorous delivery and clear diction, and his orthodox
techniques of singing. A leading figure in kungu arts and the larger theatre scene, Hou has garnered wide acclaim from audiences'at home and overseas. He is at present
member of the Chinese Dramatists” Assoctation and ‘The Water Margin® Association.

Yang Fengyt
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- National Class One Performer Yang Fengyi is Company Director of the Northern Kunqu Opera Theatre, an honoured recipient of the special allowance awarded by the State
Council of the People’s Republic of China, & recognised exponent of kungy at National Level, ‘and winner of the 12" Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre, ‘and Vice
President of the Dramatists” Association of Beijing. A graduate of the National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts'in 1982, Yang has won Outstanding Performance awards at
the first Beiling City Accreditation Performance Showcase for Young Performers in Traditional Theatre (1988), the 4" China Theatre Festival (1995) with her lead portrayal in
Evening Crane, and the Acereditation Performance Showcase of New Repertoires (1996) with the innovative kungu production, Peony Pavilion: A Spoiled Romance.She was
also awarded the Hong Xuefei Arts Foundation Award in 1995. In 1993 and 1994, she performed the title'role in Turandot and its re-run, which took her to ltaly'and was invited
to reprise the role in a Teatro del'Opera di Roma production in 1996. Yang has represented the Theatre at performances and academic functions such as lectures'in Europe
and North America:

Wang Zhenyi
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National Class One Performer Wang Zhenyi is an instructor of kungu at the National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts, winner of the 16™ Plum Blossom Award for Chinese
Theatre, and a member of the Chinese Dramatists” Association. Wang is known for his handsome stage persona, his versatility in depicting ‘civil’ and ‘military” roles, and his
clear, rounded singing in poignant tones. He has trained under the instruction of Zhu Shi'ou, Man Lemin, Cai Yaoxian, Ma Yusen, Wang Shiyu, Cai Zhengren, Yue Meit, Shi
Xiaome, Zhou Zhigang and Ye Shaolan."Wang has performed the lead roles in'stich classic operas as The Stary of the Lute, The Story of the West Chamber and Guan Hanging,

winning Outstanding Performance awards with the first two productions at the Kunju Festival'of China in 2000 and 2008 respectively."He has also performed and fectured in
Europe and America. In 2011, Wang was winner of the Lead Actor Award in the Shanghai ‘Magnolia® Awards for Chinese Theatre.

Shi Hongmei
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Shi Hongmei is a National Class One Performer specialised in guimendan (high-born, unmarried lady) roles-"She completed the"Advanced Cotirse for Uttstanding Young
Performers in Peking Opera in China, and over the years has been coached by Shen'Shihua, Fu Xueyiand Yt Yufieng. Her stockrepertoire includes Pursuing the Dream from
Wandering in the Garden and VWaking from a Dream, Escorting Jingniang Thousands of Miles and King Chu Bids Farewell to His Concubine. She was on'the cast of a German
production entitled Mei Lanfang and Bertolt Brecht in 1998. Shi has Won numerous awards, including the 17 Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre; First Prize in the dan
role category with her lead performance in Lady Zhaofun Going Beyond the Great Walland an Award for Promoting Kunqu'Opera, both presented atthe Kungu'Competition for
Young to Middle-aged Performers co-organised by UNESCO and the Ministry of Culttre of the People's Republic of China.

Wei Chunrong
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Wei Chunrong is a National Class One Performer and winner of the 21°' Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre. She studied representative repertoire of the Han stylistic
school stich as Yearning for the Secular World and Wandering in the Garden and Waking from a Dream under its exponents Lin Ping, Li Qianying and Qiao Yanhe, and has built
her kunqu repertoire under outstanding artists Cai Yaoxian, Hong Xuefei, Dong Yaogin and HuJingfang. Her performances convey both candid innocence and passion, and her
sensitive portrayals depict life'as it is'with a refreshing appeal."She is renowned for her lead performances in the kunqgt classics The Story of the Jade Hairpin, The Injustice
Done to Dou'E, The Peony Pavilion, The Story of the West Chamber and Guan Hanging. In 2007, Wei was named one of the Ten Best Performers®and won the award for ‘Ten
Best Dissertations" at the National Outstanding Young Kunqu Performers” Showcase. [n 2011, Weiwas winner of the Lead Actor Award in the Shanghai“Magnolia® Awards for
Chinese Theatre:




Eﬁﬁﬁ@%ﬁ@ Pre-
/.1.2011 (879 Thu) 7pm

nerformance Talk

22 ROE CHBE— XiER - BN HER
Speakers: Hou ' Shaoku, Yang Fengyi, Wang Zhenyt, Shi Hongmei, Wet Chtinrong
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Tsimshatsui Book Centre, The Commercial Press  (Shop B1007-1010, B1/F, Miramar Shopping Centre, 132 Nathan Road, Tsimshatstt)

REAE  Z2EER  mN6ATRRE AL BANE (www.Icsd.gov.hk/cp) ZErE B

Free Admission. For reservation, please visit CP website {wwwilcsd.govhi/cp) from 7/6 onwards

%SZE’E Back Stage Tour

972011 (£85% Sat) 6:00-6:30pm

ZERGRE Backstage, Auditorium, Kwat Ising Theatre
R In Putonghua
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All students aged 12 or above who are interested in knowing more about Chinese traditional theatre are welcome.

Participation is free by showing the ticket{s) bought for this production. Number of participants is limited to 20 and avaitable'on'afirst-come-first-served basis.

Please register by providing your name in full, Riame of school, your contact number and email address sending to cp2@Icsd.gov.hk, under the subject of ‘Northern Kunqu Opera Theatre —Back Stage Tour.

= 142 B
EJ‘%@WN@% Exhibition on The Art of Kunqu Opera

8-19.4 /1-12.6.2011
BRI OAERESH Foyer Exhibition Area, Hong Kong Cultural Centre

MERAABH RS ATEMERS BLEEAFEETERSRE
REATRSULBRAL  BREAL  2AHBERGAHEREEDTEALHEER 2AHSLRGESEALEREIESE  EREL)
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Tickets available from 8 April onwards at all URBTIX outlets, on Internet and by Credit Card Telephone Booking
Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities, full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients
(Limited tickets for full-time students and CSSA recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis)
Group Booking Discount
10% off for each purchase of 4-9 full-price tickets; 15% off for 10-13 full-price tickets; 20% off for 20 or more full-price tickets
“Chinese Opera Festival 2011” Package Discount
10% off on full-price tickets for each purchase of 3-4 different performances; 15% off for 5-9 different performances; 20% off for 10 or more different performances
Patrons can enjoy only one of the above discount schemes for each ticket, please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase

4831 Website: www.lcsd.gov.hk/cp | &5 B Z 5 Programme Enquiries: 22687325 | = & Ticketing Enquiries: 2734 9009
{SF-FEEEETZE Credit Card Telephone Booking: 21115999 | #8_E 5T 2 Internet Booking: wwwi.urbtix.hk

BRKRERAL BIALEGHEBERBLUES

Audiences are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers will only be admitted until a suitable break in the programme.

2 5 BIPT Kwai Tsing Theatre
HbHE Address - Zr5Rstm B EE R 125F 12 Hing Ning Road, Kwai Chung, New Territories
=55 Enquiries - 2408 0128

HBRHIETN  ERISRREDIREE 055 R The presenter reserves the right to substitute artists and change the p should unavoidable ci make it necessary
A EHNRBE R RIMELE L{CEIFB AR The contents of this programme do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department




