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«Lgﬁfg g 5%%:&)} Invocation to the Gods from Returning the Gold Bangle
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Wang Yu is a commoner-scholar. He is betrothed to the daughter of Gao Daozong with a gold bangle as a betrothal gift. \Ll V
Then he goes to sit for the civil examination at the capital, but unfortunately his finished paper is lost at the examination |

grounds. He is so devastated that he falls ill. One night, he dreams that the Star of Head Scholars informs him, “Your good
luck will be bestowed on you in ten days.” Yet on waking, he refuses to believe it. He hears further that the third top
position, which should be awarded to him, has been awarded to someone else. His pent up grief and sense of ill use get
so strong that he seeks out the Star of Head Scholars at the shrine and bitterly reprimands him.

FIH Cast - AT (r e st ELABUE)
Zhou Xuefeng (Suzhou Kunqu Opera Theatre of Jiangsu) A -

Zhou Xuefeng
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Qiao Xiaoqing is an accomplished young woman who lives in Yangzhou, but she is sold to a much older
man as concubine, whose jealous first wife has given her a hard time. One stormy evening, Qiao reads the
libretto of the famous opera, The Peony Pavilion, and is so touched that she reflects upon her own plight.
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Hu Jinfang

F B Cast : WABRIT (UEH BT

Hu Jinfang (Jiangsu Kunqu Opera Institute)

(( JE:E % %-E . ﬁ iﬁ» At Nanpu River from The Story of the Lute
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Cai Bojie and Zhao Wuniang have only been married for a short while when the government conducts an open recruitment of outstanding scholars to join the

court. Cai is forced by his elders to sit for the examination at the capital as they harbour the hope that he would bring fame and fortune to his family and
ancestors. Zhao accompanies her husband to Nanpu before they part. '

F Cast - FLEH - BEIRE qusmrimib

Kong Aiping, Qian Zhenrong (Jiangsu Kunqu Opera Institute)
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This is an episode taken from the famous story about the love between Emperor Ming of Tang Dynasty and Lady Yang. Since Yang has become the
Emperor’s favourite, other consorts have been much neglected, including Lady Mei. One evening, the Emperor sends for Lady Mei for a rare get-together.

Lady Yang hears of this, and hurries to the royal chamber, much to the embarrassment of the Emperor. He cannot but admits his fault to appease Yang,
and the two make up.

EH cast - TREF ~ BEWR - TR rirBEmb)

Xu Yunxiu, Qian Zhenrong, Li Hongliang (Jiangsu Kunqu Opera Institute)
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The Beauty Washing Silk by the River was written by Liang Chenyu (~1521 - 1594) of Ming Dynasty, and was the
first libretto specifically written for kunqu performance. In this excerpt Seeking Shelter for His Son, Wu Zixu,
Prime Minister of the State of Wu, sees with dismay how the King neglects his duties and indulges in a dissolute
lifestyle, taking to debauchery, accepting the evil slander of corrupt ministers, and going to war with
neighbouring sovereignties at whim. Wu decides to counsel the King at the risk of his own life. But to ensure
e that his bloodline continues, he takes his young son with him when he goes to the State of Qi on imperial
orders to declare war, and taking the opportunity of the visit, entrusts his son to the care of Bao Mu, his sworn

brother who is also minister of Qi. Father and son bid each other a painful farewell.

EH Cast: mHEAEE - LIEEHE - WBIR (Lwsisim)

Ji Zhenhua, Tang Popo, Yuan Guoliang (Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe)
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« ﬁt ?E Eﬂ % jELE, E » Inscribing on the Fan from The Peach Blossom Fan
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This is an excerpt from the chuangi play, The Peach Blossom Fan, by Kong Shangren
(1648-1718) of the Qing period. While the main plot is about the trials of love between Hong
Fangyu, a scholar of integrity, and Li Xiangjun, a famous courtesan, the underlying theme
is about personal tragedies amidst the demise of the Ming regime. In this excerpt, Hou,
after having suffered many tribulations, returns to Li’s former abode in the hope of a
reunion, only to find her gone and the place now being used as a studio by an artist
named Lan Ying. When he learns that Li has been picked to serve the Qing Emperor in
the palace, he is devastated. He expresses his feelings in a poem and inscribes it on
Lan’s painting before he leaves.
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Luo Beibei Xiao Xiangping

E W cast: WiMFE - HEHE b e

Xiao Xiangping, Luo Beibei (China Kunqu Opera Museum)

«+£ E e E‘;H E'EEL ;,E.U $ )) Finding the Rat and Fortune Telling from Fifteen Strings of Cash
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In a mix-up over fifteen strings of cash, Xiong Youlan is charged with murder and
4/ ",\ sentenced to death. Kuang Zhong, the Prefect of Suzhou, notices a few questionable
F ) points in the case, and goes to the crime scene to investigate. As the evidence
begins to point away from Xiong and to another, Kuang disguises himself as a
fortune-teller and hunts down the real perpetrator, Lou the ‘Rat’, who is hiding
out in an old temple. Xiong is cleared from all charges, and Lou is arrested
and brought to justice.

E Cast : REBR ~ (R (L)
Yuan Guoliang, Hou Zhe (Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe)

Yuan Guoliang

Hou Zhe
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Tao Hongzhen

« Jﬁﬁ * EI LLI 4 ﬁﬁ % » The Obsessive Dream from Lanke Mountain
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Zhu Maichen’s wife, née Cui, forces Zhu to agree to the annulment of their marriage so
that she can marry Zhang the carpenter because she is tired of living in poverty. Later,
Zhu is appointed prefect of Kuaiji County. On learning of this, Cui is filled with regret.
One night, in her dream, she sees the doorman and the runner coming to her on the

orders of the new officer, Zhu, to welcome her to his residence. Just as she is all dressed
up and ready to go, she wakes up, only to have her hopes all dashed because it s all in a
dream.

U Cast - FIALES  Griess g EAIBE)

Tao Hongzhen (Suzhou Kunqu Opera Theatre of Jiangsu)

«ﬁ 7-?1 2 mj EEE» Killing ‘The Tiger’ from The Iron Headgear
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When Emperor Chongzhen of Ming hangs himself and the country falls into the hands of the rebel king, Li Zicheng, Fei
Zhen’e, a palace maid faithful to the Ming regime and whose family has been killed by the rebel soldiers, vows to avenge on
both counts. She disguises herself, claiming to be a princess, and hides a dagger on herself in the hope that when she gets
close enough, she would kill Li. But Li makes her the bride of Li Gu, nicknamed ‘the Tiger’. On their nuptial night, Fei
charms the Tiger into taking drink after drink until he passes out, then takes out the dagger and kills him before
committing suicide. sf’

T cast : HEFRTE - WEEE Gross ELBBY)

Gong Yinlei, Zhao Jian (Jiangsu Kunqu Opera Institute)

LT
Gong Yinlei

« ?r&"é *% EE * §$ % ?’ﬁ E,:]?-:» Following Tracks in the Snow from The Story of the Decorated Mansion
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Liu Cuiping is the daughter of the Prime Minister. On an occasion in which she lets fate choose her husband for her by throwing an embroidered ball out
to a gathering of suitors, the ball falls on the head of the penniless scholar, Lu Mengzheng. She marries Lu in honour of her word, but it infuriates her father
so much that the two get kicked out of the Prime Minister’s Residence and have to live in a cave dwelling. One day, Lu returns home after a humiliating
encounter at the temple, and discovers tracks on the snow that lead to and from his door. On seeing that there is rice congee prepared at home, he gets even
more suspicious. His wounding words cause a quarrel between him and his wife. It is only in the end when the truth is out that the couple make up.

B cast - IEAT ~ TREFIE (it m)

Cai Zhengren, Zhang Jingxian (Shanghai Kungu Opera Troupe)
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Zhang Jingxian
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Running Time: Approx. 3 hrs with an intermission
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Kunqu opera refers to a form of Chinese traditional theatre performed in
the vocal style of Kungiang (also called kunqu). As a singing style,
Kungiang gained popularity in the Kunshan area of Suzhou during
the Yuan and Ming periods in the 14th Century. It was refined and
improved upon by the literati to achieve a standardized artistic form.
The result was a vocal genre of mellifluous charm called
shuimogiang (water milling vocal style) and a stringent observance
of the tonal system. The literati wrote libretti to promote this singing
style, and trained artists to perform. As a result, an operatic genre
with a performing mode and stage aesthetics that were rigorous and
comprehensive, Kunqu opera, was born. In the centuries to come,
Kunqu opera was to become a model for later operatic genres, and
has therefore been described by historians as ‘the mother of Chinese
theatre’ and ‘the source of all operatic genres’.

Zhao Jian

There are two types of Kunqu opera libretti: chuanqgi and zaju.
Chuangqi refers to libretti of the Southern artistic tradition, and were
highly popular in the south of China since the Southern Song
Dynasty. Plays of this genre often drew their inspiration from the

4 legends and love stories told in novellas of Tang Dynasty. This form 3
‘__ 48 did not reach full maturity until the Ming Dynasty, when a spate of ;
?.i 3 ¢ new works was written, and the heyday continued through the Qing NS
Vg Dynasty. The constitution of zaju is dual: one being the libretti % \
e popular in northern China passed down from the Yuan Dynasty; the

- other being works composed after the zaju format during the later
B ~  Ming and Qing periods. Many of the celebrated Kunqu opera libretti
are now considered classics of Chinese literature. Opera excerpts are
the gems of Kunqu opera. Today, there are about two hundred
excerpts extant in the stock repertoire.
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Xu Yunxiu Tang Popo
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Information provided by The Hong Kong Institute for Promotion of Chinese Culture
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%2 1E4= Cai Zhengren
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Cai Zhengren is a National Class One Performer and Company Director of the Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe. Cai was trained in xiaosheng (civil male) roles at the Shanghai
Opera School under kunqu maestros Yu Zhenfei and Shen Chuanzhi, and also received coaching from Jiang Miaoxiang and Zhou Chuanying. Cai was winner of the 4™ Plum

Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre and Best Lead Actor at the 5 Shanghai ‘Magnolia’ Awards for Chinese Theatre — Performing Arts. He has given performances and lectures
widely in the U.S., Japan, Hong Kong and Taiwan.

wl#%E Ji Zhenhua
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Ji Zhenhua is a National Class One Performer specialised in laosheng (old man) roles. A graduate of the Shanghai Opera School in 1961, Ji first studied xiaosheng (civil male)
roles under Chuan Zhixi, and later switched to specialise in laosheng roles under the instruction of Zheng Chuanjian and Ni Chuanyue. His representative repertoire includes
Lanke Mountain, The Phoenix Hairpin, etc.. Over the years Ji has won numerous prestigious theatre awards, including the 4 Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre and
the Lead Actor Award at the 2nd Shanghai ‘Magnolia’ Awards for Chinese Theatre — Performing Arts.

iR §# M Zhang Jingxian

BxK AR E - BEIREEMNE » THMB - EB o MiREBE 7 EBNRREE - 2 ol - BB AR - BB LR HuED
BRSRBAIAGAESE ~ 58 )\ L3 11 TS BSR4 28 T SRR SO A o BB A (RAERD ~ (EBR) ~ (k) - (g
BED 45 o ¥ HH i 25 18] Rl S [ B o

Zhang Jingxian is a National Class One Performer specialised in guimendan (high-born, unmarried lady) and zhengdan (leading female) roles. She was trained under kunqu
artists of the ‘Chuan’ generation, including Zhu Chuanming, Fan Chuanyun, Shen Chuanzhi and Yan Chuanxiang. Zhang was winner of the 7 and 19" Plum Blossom Award

for Chinese Theatre, the Lead Actor Award at the 8" Shanghai ‘Magnolia’ Awards for Chinese Theatre — Performing Arts, and the 10% Wenhua Performance Award. Her stock
repertoire includes The Palace of Eternal Life, The Story of the Jade Hairpin etc., and she has performed widely in many countries.

WI8HJ5 Hu Jinfang

B — s H > THEMB o —JuN-CERSEATU IR R IRE S5 » TERUIHIBEARAG 2 2238 » RAFBRAR - VT - PSRRI A 5KIRE o A
B VO - WL~ JIRG H ~ R HISA PRl o 8 RO AR (R - (BERE) BFA (ER) ~ (BIRR) % > WS s R+
SR o R e SCHERE - 5 )\ JE P BB AESE AL A A 58 R SUR B AE » —OO AEBSUALIRR T [ R IGITE.O B B S S A | YIS o
Hu Jinfang is a National Class One Performer specialised in guimendan roles. She graduated from Jiangsu Theatre School in 1967, where she was trained under Song Hengzhi.
Later she received coaching from kunqu virtuosi Yao Chuanxiang, Shen Chuanzhi and Liu Chuanheng. Hu has a wide repertoire and boasts experience in performing tiedan
(vivacious young girl or servant girl), daomadan (‘broadsword-wielding and riding’ female) and cishadan (female assassin) roles. Hu was winner of the 1* Wenhua Award, the
8™ Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre, the 2™ Jiangsu Literary Arts Award, and was named a ‘Long-time Dedicated Kunqu Artist with Outstanding Achievements’ by the
Ministry of Culture in 2002.

P A3 Tao Hongzhen
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Tao Hongzhen is a National Class One Performer hailing from the ‘Hong’ generation of Kunqu opera performers, and specialises in zhengdan and liudan (vivacious young girl or
servant girl) roles. In 2003, she became a pupil of the famous virtuoso, Zhang Jiging, and has since become a fine exponent of her mentor’s performing style. Tao has a bright,

sonorous voice and excellent controlin her performance. She has given acclaimed performances in The Story of the Hairpin and the Bracelet and The Injustice Done to Dou E.
In particular, her portrayal of Madam Cui in The Obsessive Dream has won her awards for her perceptive insight and interpretation of the inner world of ancient Chinese women.

HEER R Gong Yinlei
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National Class One Performer Gong Yinlei was trained under kunqu artists Zhang Jiging and Hu Jinfang. Awards she has won include an ‘Orchid Award for Outstanding
Performance’ at the 1* National Experience-sharing Performance of Young Kunqu Artists, a Gold Award for Outstanding Performance at the 4% Kunqu Festival of China, and a
Gold Award at the 2" ‘Red Prunus’ Awards for Chinese Traditional Theatre in Jiangsu.

fLEH Kong Aiping
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Kong Aiping is a National Class One Performer specialised in guimendan roles. She graduated from Jiangsu Theatre School in 1985, where she received personal coaching from
such virtuosi as Zhang Xian, Zhang Xunpeng and Zhang Jiging. In 2007, she was among the fourth batch of graduates from the Advanced Course for Outstanding Young

Performers in Peking Opera at the National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts. Kong was winner of the ‘Orchid Award for Best Performance’ in the 1* National Experience-sharing
Performance of Young Kunqu Artists and the 24" Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre.

#H B Zhao Jian
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Zhao Jian is a National Class One Performer specialised in jing (painted face) roles. Trained under renowned teachers Shen Chuankun and Xue Chuangang, Zhao possesses a

solid grasp of both ‘civil’ and ‘military’ performances. His recognitions include Outstanding Performance Awards at the 2" ‘Purple Gold’ Award of Jiangsu and on numerous
occasions at the Jiangsu Theatre Festival, and an Honours Performance Award at the 1 Peking Opera Festival of China.




I E Li Hongliang
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Li Hongliang is a National Class One Performer specialised in chou (comic) and fi: (supporting) roles, and is currently Associate Company Director of the Jiangsu Kunqu Opera
Institute. He graduated from Jiangsu Theatre School in 1985, where he was trained under Zhou Chuanchang, Fan Jixin, Yao Jisun, Liu Yilong, Wang Shiyao and Zhang Jidie. Li’s awards
and accolades include an Outstanding Performance Award at the 5" Jiangsu Theatre Festival, a Performanee Award at the 1 Kunqu Festival of China, and an Award for Promoting Kunqu
Opera presented at the Kunqu Competition for Young to Middle-aged Performers co-organised by UNESCO and the Ministry of Culture of the People’s Republic of China.

PR R Qian Zhenrong
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Qian Zhenrong is a National Class One Performer specialised in xiaosheng roles. He graduated in 1985 from Jiangsu Theatre School where he was trained in kunqu performance under
Gao Jirong, Zhou Chuanying and Shi Xiaomei. He has played the lead in numerous productions and was winner of an ‘Orchid Award for Outstanding Performance’ at the 1** National
Experience-sharing Performance of Young Kunqu Artists and a Gold Award at the 27 ‘Red Prunus’ Awards for Chinese Traditional Theatre in Jiangsu.

#REFH Xu Yunxiu
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Xu Yunxiu is a National Class One Performer specialised in dan roles. She graduated from Jiangsu Theatre School in 1985 where she studied under Yao Chuanxiang, Zhang Jiqing
and Hu Jinfang. She won the ‘Orchid Award for Best Performance’ in the 1 National Experience-sharing Performance of Young Kunqu Artists. At the Kunqu Competition for
Young to Middle-aged Performers, Xu was presented an Award for Promoting Kunqu Opera by UNESCO and the Ministry of Culture of the People’s Republic of China. Xu also
won commendation from the Ministry of Culture and the 5™ Five ‘One’ Project Award of Jiangsu at the 2™ Kunqu Festival of China.

B Yuan Guoliang
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Yuan Guoliang is a National Class Two Performer. He was trained under kunqu virtuosi Ji Zhenhua and Lu Yongchang, specialising in laosheng roles. He has garnered many
awards along his performing career, including a Performance Award at the 1** Kunqu Festival of China; a nomination for Best Supporting Actor at the 15" Shanghai ‘Magnolia’

Awards for Chinese Theatre — Performing Arts (2004); a ‘Red Prunus’ Gold Flower Award (2007); and was named an Outstanding Cultural Talent of Shanghai City at the 1 ‘Stage
Performers in their Prime’ series (2007). In 2009, his performance won him an Outstanding Young Performer’s Award at the 4" Kunqu Festival of China.

JA &g Zhou Xuefeng
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Zhou Xuefeng is a National Class Two Performer specialised in xiaosheng roles. He was trained under such renowned names as Wang Shiyu and Yue Meiti before becoming

a pupil of Cai Zhengren in 2003. His awards include a Performance Award at the 1 Kunqu Festival of China, a Gold Award at the Professional Accreditation Competition for
Young to Middle-aged Performers in Suzhou City and Outstanding New Artists award on numerous occasions.

¥ Hou Zhe

B B H » THAT o fiARE KT ~ ELBE > B9 ERIRFEEMNF B R - BGEHES R - 28 (Tl ~ GEbR) ~ CGlEth) SFE5ET
TR > AERER CREERS B ~ CMisRes) SR T iy BAEFRBY o W% v e 2 0 BB 4 B A i e AR T 2 - I B B B 55 W A J R
WHE ~ TR o

Hou Zhe is a National Class Two Performer specialised in chou roles. He was trained under Tao Yongheng and Wang Shijie, and was coached by kunqu virtuosi Liu Yilong and

Cheng Zhixiong. His repertoire includes the traditional excerpts of The Novice Monk and the Young Nun, Meeting in the Catkin Marshes, Parading the Streets, etc.. He has won
the ‘Orchid in New Bloom’ Award at the All China Artistic Exchange Showcase of Young Performers in Kunqu Opera, a Performance Award and ‘Ten Best Dissertations’ award at

the All China Showease for Outstanding Young Performers in Kunqu Opera.

# 1 °F Xiao Xiangping
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Xiao Xiangping is an outstanding young performer of jinsheng (young scholar) roles with the China Kunqu Opera Museum. He is among the first batch of graduates of the
undergraduate programme for kunqu performing arts at the Shanghai Opera School, where he was trained under such renowned names as Yue Meiti, Cai Zhengren, Shi Xiaomei

and Bi Gaoxiu. He has garnered numerous awards and accolades, including a Ten Outstanding New Artists award from Suzhou City (2008), a Bronze Award at the 4" ‘Red
Prunus’ Awards for Chinese Traditional Theatre in Jiangsu, and an Outstanding Young Performer’s Award at the 4 Kunqu Festival of China.

# H H Luo Beibei
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Luo Beibei is a young performer of laosheng roles with the China Kunqu Opera Museum, trained in Peking opera and kunqu performance at the Beijing Chinese Opera School
and the School of Chinese Opera of the Shanghai Theatre Academy. He has also benefitted from the coaching of the kunqu virtuosi Ji Zhenhua and Huang Xiaowu. He was on
the cast of The Story of the Jade Hairpin, which won a Repertory Award at the 4 China Kunju Festival.

U 5 ik Tang Popo
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An outstanding young performer specialized in huadan (flirtatious female) roles, Tang Popo was trained under kunqu virtuosi Liang Guying and Jin Caiqin. Her widely acclaimed
repertoire includes Looking Forward to the Wedding Day, Jumping Over the Wall and Playing Chess, Interrogating Hongniang, Yearning for the Secular World, A Mad
Woman’s Words, Asking for Tea, etc..
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Symposium on “The Sustainable Development of Kunqu in the Last Decade”
10.6.2011 (EH 1 Fri) 7:30pm
T b P ATBUR 458 @38 E  AC2, Level 4, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
FFF . REHE Host: Cheung Lai-chun
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Speakers : Cai Zhengren, Ke Jun, Tao Hongzhen, Cheng Pei-kai, Koo Siu-sun
WHEFE R BiELE  In Putonghua and Cantonese

AL » BAARR - 8551 o BWEPIE  Free admission. Limited seats available on a first-come-first-served basis
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Exhibition on The Art of Kunqu Opera
8-19.4.2011
1-12.6.2011
vt AL O R s e BE

Foyer Exhibition Area, Hong Kong Cultural Centre

RE 28

Free Admission

BV AL O JUBHAR DA EA
Hong Kong Cultural Centre 10 Salisbury Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong

FE 5l Tel : 2734 2009
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Tickets available NOW at all URBTIX outlets, on Internet and by Credit Card Telephone Booking

Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities,
full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients

(Limited tickets for full-time students and CSSA recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis)
Group Booking Discount - 10% off for each purchase of 4-9 full-price tickets;

15% off for 10-19 full-price tickets; 20% off for 20 or more full-price tickets
“Chinese Opera Festival 2011” Package Discount - 10% off on full-price tickets for each purchase of 3-4 different performances;
15% off for 5-9 different performances; 20% off for 10 or more different performances
Patrons can enjoy only one of the above discount schemes for each ticket, please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase

ik Website: www.lcsd.gov.hk/cp 8P B &39 Programme Enquiries: 2268 7325
35328 Ticketing Enquiries : 2734 9009 15 A& 55T Credit Card Telephone Booking : 2111 5999

#A 3T Internet Booking : www.urbtix.hk
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Audiences are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers will only be admitted until a suitable break in the programme.

BRI - R AR IR B S H R MR RENE MR A A R MRS B S bR A B R
The presenter reserves the right to substitute artists and change the programme should unavoidable circumstances make it necessary
The contents of this programme do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department




