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The story takes place during the Jiajing period of the Ming Dynasty
(r. 1522-156). He Sanlang is the son of the Military Commander-in-chief
of Hangyang, and is a rogue who tyrannizes the city. While attempting to
kidnap the civilian young girl, Wang Yuhuan, Sanlang falls into the river and
gets drowned. Sanlang’s father forces Huang Boxian, head of the prefec-
ture to sentence Yuhuan to death. Being a righteous man, Boxian does not
want to bow to the evil force, yet he is helpless. Both Boxian’s daughter
Xiulan and adopted daughter Qiuping want to relieve their father’s painful
decision by standing in for Yuhuan to receive the death penalty, while
Yuhuan does not want other people to die for her. The three girls resolve
the deadlock by drawing lots in a dark room. Xiulan gets the card of death
and is ready to die. Fortunately, the High Commissioner Hai Rui is making
aninspection tour under the edict of His Majesty. His timely arrival at the
execution ground reverses the situation, and the sentence is reversed.

cast: Wu Guoliang, Ceng Ling, Lin Nuoshan, Lin Xiaoging, Zhong Xiaolin
Huang Zhuangying, Lin Min, Zhuang Lianglu

The story takes place during the Southern Song period. The Mongolian
invader Jin Wushu has crossed the Yangtze River with his cavalry and
ravaged the Jiangnan region. The Song Emperor Gaozong is forced to fiee
to the South. When Wushu returns to the North, General Han Shizhong
who is guarding the Xiuzhou area leads a troop of eight thousand to take
over the strategic area of Jinjiao. His wife Liang Hongyu personally leads
the battle drummers to boost the morale of Shizhong’s army, and has the
Mongolian troops trapped in Huangtiandang. However, the Emperor and
the Prime Minster insist on a truce, and refuse to send reinforcement
troops to Shizhong. With no other choice, Hongyu convenes with the
various volunteer armies to come to her husband’s aid, and the joint force
defeats the enemy and returns in victory with the general of the enemy as
hostage.

Cast: Wu Guoliang, Ceng Ling, Ceng Yushuang, Huang Zhuangying, Lan Rongzhun
Lin Xiaoqing, Zhuang Lianglu
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Running Time: Approx. 2 hrs and 40 mins with an intermission

The story is taken from Romance of the Three Kingdoms, in which Liu Bei,
Guan Yu and Zhang Fei are three sworn brothers. Defeated by Cao Cao’s
army, the three brothers are lost as they separately flee in the chaos.
Guanis forced by circumstances to stay in Cao’s camp. When he hears the
news of Zhang's whereabouts, he escorts Liu's two wives to look for him. On
their way to the old city, they are excited when they get the news that
Zhang is there, so they hurry to meet him. But Zhang suspects that since
Guan has been living among the Cao army, he must have surrendered to the

enemy side. He reprimands Guan as such outside the city gate and refuses -

to let him in. As Guan defends himself, Cao’s general Cai Yang arrives with
his troops. This makes Zhang even more suspicious of Guan’s political
stance. It is only when Guan kills Yang in order to show his loyalty to his
sworh brothers that Zhang realizes his mistake reconciles with Guan. The
two brothers are reunited.

Cast: Wu Guoliang, Lan Rongzhun, Zhuang Lianglu, Huang Zhuangying

Ximen Qing ogles Pan Jinlian, the wife of Wu Dalang. With the help of Madam
Wang, the two enter into an adulterous relationship. When the adultery is
discovered by Dalang, Wang conspires with Jinlian who poisons him to
death. When Dalang’s younger brother, Wu Song, finds out, he reports the
murder to the yamen. What he does not know is that Qing has already
bribed the corrupt official. Song is punished for false accusations instead.
Song goes on a rampage and seeks out Qing at the Lion’s Pavilion before he
kills Jinlian as well. After avenging for his brother, he turns himself in.

Cast: Lin Rongshi, Lin Xiaocheng, Huang Yikai, Lin Jintian

Prince Liang Ji is plotting to overthrow the throne. Liu Jun, the heir to the
throne, flees under the cover of night and is saved by Wu Feixia and her
fisherman father. Liang Ji's soldiers follow in hot pursuit, and kill Feixia’s
father. After Jun has escaped his death, he and Feixia make a betrothal
pledge before he goes to Hedong to seek military aid. To avenge her father’s
death, Faixia offers to take the place of the sing-song girl, Ma Yaocao, who
has been chosen to serve at Liang Ji's residence. That night, Feixia seizes
her chance and kills the villain. With the help of the fortuneteller Wan
Jiachun, she escapes from the scene of the crime. Wan adopts her as his
daughter, and together they go to look for Jun in Hedong.

Cast: Lin Nuoshan, Lin Xiaocheng, Huang Yikai, Lin Jintian

The Prince of Anxi has been conspiring for a rebellion for a long time. The
court orders Jiang Liuyun to act as an undercover in Anxi’s army, assuming
the name of Hai Jun. He succeeds in winning the trust of Anxi. This
provokes the jealousy of the prince’s Head Commander, Bala the Ironhead.
Bala sets Liuyun up by getting him drunk, then puts him in the bedroom of
Princess Baihua, who happens to be the Marshal General of Anxi’s army.
However, on seeing how handsome Liuyun is, Baihua does not have the heart
to put him to death. Instead she gives him the family heirloom, a precious
sword, as a token of love. The two are betrothed.

Cast: Ceng Ling, Lin Nuoshan, Lin Rongshi, Zhong Xiaolin
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Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles
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Zhengzi Opera in Chinese means ‘plays using the official language’. By that, it refers to the theatrical
genre using the ‘official dialect’ of the Central Plains from where it evolved. The geographical migration
has given it another name, which is “the theatrical form that went south”. Having been introduced to
the eastern region of Guangdong more than six hundred years, it is lauded as a ‘living fossil’ in theatre.
It is popularly found in Hailufeng in the eastern part of Guangdong, while records of its touring
performances are found in Thailand, Vietnam, Kampuchea etc.. The music is a hybrid of zhengyingu
(mixed with other vocal patterns of yiyang, yuyao, qingyang and siping), Kunqu, luantan and zadiao. It is
therefore a theatrical genre incorporating many ancient sung music elements. Zhengzi Opera was
inscribed onto the first list of National Intangible Cultural Heritage in China in June, 2006.

The genre has a rich repertory of traditional plays, numbering as many as 2,600. Among them, the
‘civil category’ contains more than 160 vocal patterns while the ‘military category’, 2,500. Included
among the ‘civil’ plays is the rarest example that dates back to the Ming Dynasty, The Story of Liu Xibi
and the Gold Hairpin, as well as twelve ‘prized plays’ and thirty-six ‘stock plays’. In

terms of performing styles, the ‘military category’ impresses with its
masculine charm and robustness, while the ‘civil category’ appeals to a
wider audience and varied tastes because it has singing, dance and
entertainment segments, all features passed down from the nanxi
(southern plays) tradition. The programme for the
Chinese Opera Festival includes a civil play, Three Girls

Vying to Be Executed, a military play Battledrums of
Jinshan, and two traditional productions revived by
veteran artists, The Sworn Brothers’ Reunion and The Gift ' +
of a Sword from Baihua. It is a rare occasion to have such a

full spectrum of this ancient subgenre to be seen in Hong

Kong.

e B T AR B2 B

The Zhengzi Opera Troupe of Lufeng City of Guangdong
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The Zhengzi Opera Troupe of Lufeng City of Guangdong was formerly the ‘Double Happiness Zhengzi
Opera Troupe’ first founded in the 19th Century during the reign of Emperor Qianlong of Qing
(r.18636-1895).In 1978, the two local troupes performing this vernacular genre - one at regional
level and the other, county level - were merged to become the core of the present Troupe. In 1992,
it won a Repertory Award and Performance Award at the All China Showcase of Best of China’
Repertories with The Sworn Brothers’Reunion. In 2004, the genre of ‘zhengzi opera’ was inscribed by
the State Council of China into the first List of National Intangible Cultural Heritage. In 2007, the
genre was chosen as the only representative from Guangdong Province to participate in the
‘Cultural Heritage Day’ in Beijing, in which the Troupe performed the traditional play, Jiang Wei
Shooting Guo Huai, in the Showcase of Rare Theatrical Genres in the Chinese Intangible Cultural
Heritage. It won rave response from all quarters and was presented with the first Chinese Cultural
Heritage Day Award.
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Wu Guoliang specializes in zhengsheng (righteous male) and hongmian (red face male) roles. He holds the
title of ‘An Outstanding Exponent of Vernacular Culture of Guangdong’, and is a committee member of the
thPlenary Session of the Guangdong Dramatists' Association, Chairman of the Dramatists Association
of Lufeng City, and a National Class Three Performer. He was trained under Peng Meiying, a zhengzi opera
virtuoso and an iconic figure in the highly respected genre, and was coached by Chen Baoshou. His stringent
training as given him excellent groundwork in the performing techniques. On stage, Wu performs with
sensitivity, stateliness and flair. As Guan Yu in The Sworn Brothers’ Reunion, he impresses with his
gentlemanly air in both singing and acting. The role has won him many awards at different levels of
accreditation, from city to provincial and national. Wu was presented an award by the Committee of Lufeng
Municipal Government for his contribution to the preservation of cultural heritage. He also won a Cultural
Heritage Day Award with his performance of Guo Huai in Jiang Wei Shooting Guo Huai,

Zeng Ling trained under Peng Meiying, a zhengzi opera virtuoso, specializing in huadan (leading female) roles.
She s recognized for her interpretations of Princess Baihua in The Gift of a Sword from Baihua, Liang Hongyu
in Battledrums of Jinshanand Huang Xiulanin Three Girls V/ying to Be Executed, and was praised for being able to
give an exemplary performance of the genre each time. She has a handsome stage persona, sings with
touching, feminine tones, and gives elegant, lyrical interpretations. In 2008, she participated in the 10th
Guangdong Arts Festival with The Gift of a Sword from Baihua, in which she performed the title role, and won
a Class Two Individual Award. In January 2009, she was presented the accolade as ‘An Outstanding
Exponent of Vernacular Culture of Guangdong'.

Huang Zhuangying is a director, and perfortns zhengsheng (righteous male) and wusheng (military male)
roles. Acclaimed as an iconic figure of zhengzi opera, alisted National Intangible Cultural Heritage, he was
trained under Peng Meiying, a zhengzi opera virtuoso. He has a solid groundwork in the art form, and on
stage he impresses with his chivalry, robustness, flair and sensitivity. He sings with a clear and sonorous
voice. His repertoire includes The Yang Brothers’ Reunion on WutaiMountain, Zhang Fei’s Homecoming, The Sworn
Brothers’ Reunion, Lu Bu Shooting the Halberd, Jiang Wei Shooting Guo Huai and The Transvestite Courtier. He is
famous for his wurtian (black face) and chou (comic) roles. He is famous for his interpretation of Lu Buin Lu
Bu Shooting the Halberd and Jiang Wei in Jiang Wei Shooting Guo Huai.

Lan Rongzhun is famous for his interpretation of hongmian (red face) roles, but he is equally at home with
wurnian (black face) and bairnian (white face) role types. He began his theatre careerin 1978, On stage, he
shows firm footwork and sings with a ringing voice. He plays Guan Yuin Cao Cao Bestows Guan Yuwith the Gift
of a Steed and The Sworn Brothers’ Reunion. He has won critical and popular acclaim as the lead actor in
Battledrums of Jinshan, The Transvestite Courtier and Fang Shiyu Jumping onto the Challenge Stand.

Zhuang Lianglu trained under Yang Maolin, a virtuoso specializing in wumian (black face) roles in zhengzi
opera. Asanactor inwurmian roles, Zhuang performs with dexterity, a convincing gait and a robust build. He
i5 also famous for drawing masks for opera productions in the genre. He has appeared in Battledrums of
Jinshan, Fang Shiyu Jumping onto the Challenge Stand, Three Challengers for Lu Bu etc... He was Mi Dang in the
2007 zhengzi opera production of Jiang Wei Shooting Guo Huai, perfortned in Lufeng.

Lin Xiaoging is a budding artist in zhengzi opera, specialized in huadan (female lead) roles. She received
elementary training at the Cantonese Opera School of Guangdong before she joined the Zhengzi Opera
Troupe of Lufeng City where she was trained under Peng Meiying, a virtuoso in zhengzi opera. She therefore
has a firm grasp of the groundwork, and performs with a natural grace. She sings with a crystal clear voice
imbued with fetining charm, and has an elegant, handsome stage persona. She performs Liang Hongyu and
Yuyan in Battledrums of Jinshan, and Wang Yuhuan in Three Girls Vying to Be Executed.

Lin Nuoshan is a budding artist in zhengzi opera, specialized in huadan (female lead) roles. She received
elementary training at the Cantonese Opera School of Guangdong before she joined the Zhengzi Opera
Troupe of Lufeng City where she was trained under Peng Meiying, a virtuoso in zhengzi opera. She sings with
refreshing sweetness, has a high falsetto voice, and performs with graceful sensitivity. Her repertoire
includes Huang Xiulanin Three Girls Vying to Be Executed, Princess Baihuain The Gift of a Sword from Baihua, and
Wu Feixia in Killing Liang Ji.

Lin Ronshi is a budding artist in zhengzi opera, specialized in wusheng (military male) roles. He received
elementary training at the Cantonese Opera School of Guangdong before he joined the Zhengzi OperaTroupe
of Lufeng City where he was trained under Peng Meiying, a virtuoso in zhengzi opera. He performs with style,
flair, crisp movements and a clear, sonorous voice. He performed the male lead roles of Han Jun/Jiang Luyun
in The Gift of 2 Sword from Baihua and Wu Song in Vengeance at the Lion’s Pavilion from Wu Song Killing His
Sister-in-law.
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Tickets available NOW at all URBTIX outlets

Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities, full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients
(Limited tickets for students and CSSA recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis)
For each purchase of 4-9 tickets: 10% off, 10-19 tickets: 15% off, 20: tickets or more 20% off

Discount Schemes for Chinese Opera Festival 2010 -
10% discount on full-price tickets for each purchase of 3-4 performances; 15% discount for 5-9 performances and 20% discount for 10 performances or more

Patrons could enjoy only one of the above discounts for each purchase, please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase
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