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The story takes place in the Southern Song period (960-1279). Du Bao, Prefect
of Nan'an, is a very strict parent. His daughter, Liniang, is a clever and sweet
beauty. Her father has hired a private tutor, Chen Zuiliang, to teach her at home, i
so she is confined to the boudoir. One spring day, she steals from her boudoir |
and goes to the back garden with her maid, Chunxiang. As she sees the beautiful spring scene, her amorous heart is awakened. She falls asleep in
the garden and dreams of having an amoureuse relationship with a handsome scholar at the Peony Pavilion. She wakes up and the dream is so
vivid that she begins to pine for her lover, so much so that she goes into the garden repeated, trying to revive that dream. Failing that, she grows
despondent, falls ill, and soon dies. On her deathbed, she asks Chunxiang to leave a portrait of herself that she has drawn under the rockery in
the garden, and also expresses her last wish to be buried next to the Peony Pavilion. Her father, Prefect Du, receives an imperial order to leave
Nan'an because he is promoted. This former residence is then turned into a shrine. He also orders Chen the Tutor and Sister Stone, the Taoist
sorceress, to stay there as keepers.
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After her death, Liniang's soul is still pining to find the scholar in her dream. She seeks for him everywhere, even to the Netherworld. Later, with
the help of the God of Flowers and Judge Hu of the Netherworld, she is permitted to return to the world of the living.

Three years pass. A scholar from the South, by the name of Liu Mengmei, happens to be on a leisurely tour of self-education and arrives in Nan'an.
He asks to be put up at the Plum Shrine. When taking a walk in the back garden, he finds a portrait of a beauty whose face looks familiar. He
recalls that he might have met her in his dreams. Enamoured of her beauty, he addresses her portrait and invokes her to come out and meet
him. Later, Liniang is resurrected and the two are finally united in love.
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Admonishing His Daughter

Yuan Guoliang as Du Bao

He Yanping  as Mother of Du Liniang

Ni Hong as Chunxiang
Liu Na as Du Liniang
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The Lady's Schoolroom
NiHong  as Chunxiang
Shen Kuang as Chen Zuiliang
Liu Na as Du Liniang
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Wandering in the Garden
Luo Chenxue as Du Liniang
Ni Hong as Chunxiang
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The Interrupted Dream
Wei Chunrong as Du Liniang
Wang Zhenyi  as Liu Mengmei
Ni Hong as Chunxiang
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Pursuing the Dream
Gong Yinlei as Du Liniang
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The Portrait - The Soul Departs

ShenYili as Du Liniang
Ni Hong as Chunxiang
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Arriving at the Plum Shrine
Mao Wenxia as Liu Mengmei
Shen Kuang as Chen Zuiliang
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Infernal Judgement

Wu Shuang  as Judge Hu of Hell
Yu Bin as Du Liniang
Yuan Guoliang as God of Flowers

(k)

BXE o WS
Finding the Portrait
Mao Wenxia as Liu Mengmei
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Calling upon the Picture
Shi Xiaming as Liu Mengmei
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The Phantom Union

Yu Jiulin as Liu Mengmei
Shen Fengying as Du Liniang
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The Resurrection

Li An as Liu Mengmei
Shan Wen  as Du Liniang
Sun Jinghua as Shi Daogu
Hou Zhe as Lai Touyuan
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Soon after Lu Zhishen has taken his monastic vows in the monastery on Wutai Mountain, he feels
bored. One day, he leaves the monastery and strolls down the mountain to where the town is. He
meets a wine pedlar who refuses to sell him wine because he is a monk. Impatiently, Lu seizes two
barrels of wine, gulp all down, throws him the money, and returns to the monastery happily drunk.
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Cao Zhiwei as Lu Zhishen
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The story takes place in the Western Han period. Wang Qiang is one of the young girls picked to
serve the Emperor of Han. But once in the palace, she never gets to see the Emperor, but is left to
idle the long days in the back chambers. So, when the news comes that a Mongolian prince, Huhanye,
has sought audience with the Emperor and proposes to seal a peace pact by having a Han bride, she
volunteers. The Emperor makes her 'Lady Zhaojun' and sends her to be married. This operatic
excerpt describes her complex feelings in the long journey that takes her beyond the Great Wall:
she finds the road hard and tiring; she blames the court officials for not being competent enough
to help the Emperor with the state affairs and make their nation strong; she misses her parents back
home; and she also misses the Emperor.
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Zhang Yuanyuan as Wang Zhaojun

TR R SARM H T 5 FEWI SRR BICHEE IE I » fE T AE S RS > W ROLIRE 2
IR P > B B SRR > BB T — (KRB -

The story takes place during the Tang Dynasty. Emperor Ming and his favourite concubine, Lady
Yang, are enjoying the autumn scene in a private banquet in the royal garden. She sings and
dances to a song with lyrics by the famous poet, Li Bai, A Poem on Peace and Stability, for His
Majesty's enjoyment while he accompanies her by beating time. The lovers spend a wonderfully
happy evening together.
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Zhou Xuefeng  as the Emperor Ming
YuBin as Lady Yang, the Royal Concubine
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The story takes place during the Three Kingdoms period. Lu Bu, a young general famous for his valiant

fighting skills, is given a fine steed that is said to be able to run for a thousand miles within a day.

Happily he takes it to the open fields with his entourage to try to ride it. The steed, which is born defiant

and refuses to succumb to orders, turns out to be very hard to tame. But Lu rises to the challenge, and
by sheer horsemanship overcomes the animal and returns to the camp in triumph.
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b @ ~ ZhuZhenying as General Lu Bu
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The story takes place during the last years of the Ming Dynasty. Li Zicheng, the leader of an uprising, has become a strong force. He leads his
army and succeeds in taking the capital. Fei Zhen'e, a palace maid faithful to the Ming regime and whose family has been killed by the rebel soldiers,
vows to avenge on both counts. So she disguises herself, claiming to be a princess. Li Zicheng makes her the bride of Li Gu, one of his generals
nicknamed 'the Tiger'. On their nuptial night, Fei makes the Tiger very drunk, then takes out a dagger and kills him before committing suicide.
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Wei Chunrong as Fei Zhen'e “41,‘
Wu Shuang as LiGu s
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Two homesteads, the Zhu's and the Hu's, join hands to fight the rebel troops of Liangshan.
Hu Sanniang, the wife of Zhu Biao, defeats Wang Ying and captures him alive. The A
Liangshan troop is in the face of defeat when Song Jiang, their leader, changes the
strategy of fighting, and Hu Sanniang is caught by Lin Chong.

Gu Haohao as Hu Sanniang
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Mao Wenxia joined the Zhejiang Kunqu Opera Troupe in 2000 and specializes in xiaosheng
(young civil male) roles. She was trained under the famous Kunqu artists, Wang Shiyu
and Yue Meiti, and was coached by Zhou Shirui, Li Gonglu and Tao Tiefu. She was the
winner of 'Ten Best Budding Artists' Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding
Young Performers in Kunqu Opera 2007, and a Performance Award for Outstanding
Young Performers at the 4th Kunqu Opera Festival of China (2009).
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A National Class One Performer, Faculty of the National Academy of Chinese Theatre
Arts. He was the winner of the 16th Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre. He trained
under Man Lemin, Cai Yaoxian, Zhu Shi'ou, Ma Yusen, Wang Shiyu,Cai Zhengren ef al.
His repertoire includes The Story of the Lute, The Story of the West Chamber, The Palace
of Eternal Life, The Story of the Jade Hairpin, etc, numbering a few dozen plays.

K#Z Zhu Zhenying

19964F-% AL EL B0 B 25 B 1 22 B o RiZRAR A5 4K ~ BRANSE ~ BHER »
BRE S EB I o AN A B - PR AR B REHE - 2007
A 2 0 o A R TR A o

Zhu Zhenying joined the Zhejiang Kunqu Opera Troupe as a student in 1996, where he
was trained by such famous names in Peking Opera and Kunqu as Lin Weilin, Chen
Shaoting, Liu Xudong, Su Jun ef al. He was the winner of the Silver Award at the
Performance Showcase of Zhejiang Kunqu Attists - Young to Middle-aged Category, 'Ten
Best Budding Artists' Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding Young Performers
in Kunqu Opera 2007 .
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A National Class One Performer, she trained under the Kunqu artist, Wang Zhiquan, she
speci;ilms in daomadan (‘broadsword-wielding and riding' female) roles and wudan
(military female) roles. She was the winner of the Plum Blossom Award for Chinese
Theatre, Ten Best Performer Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding Young
Performers in Kunqu Opera 2007, and the Outstanding Performer Award at the 4th Kunqu
Opera Festival of China. Her repertoire includes Waylaying the Horse, Hu Village, Borrowing
the Fan, Lady Zbaojun Going Beyond the Great Wall, etc.
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A National Class One Performer, specializes in guimendan (high-born, unmarried lady)
roles. Trained under Wang Yingzhi, she was also coached by Kunqu virtuosi Zhang
Jingxian, Zhang Xunpeng, Liang Guyin and Wang Zhiquan. She won an Outstanding
Performer Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding Young Performers in Kunqu
2007. Her repertoire includes full-length productions such as The Peony Pavilion, The
Story of the Jade Hairpin, Sima Xiangru, Mourning Love, The Palace of Eternal Life, The
Story of the Purple Hairpin, etc.
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One of the 'Five Outstanding Young Performer in Dan Roles', she was trained under
several reputed Kunqu artists such as Zhang Jiging, Hua Wenqi and Wang Fang. She has
won a Performance Award at the first Kunqu Opera Festival of China, a Performance
Award for Outstanding Young Performers at the 4th Kunqu Opera Festival of China, the
highest honour of the 23rd 'Plum Blossom' Award for Chinese Theatre, 'Ten Best Performer'
Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding Young Performers in Kunqu Opera 2007.
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A National Class One Performer trained under Zhu Xiaoyu and Wang Yingzhi, and was
coached by Kunqu virtuosi Zhang Jingxian, Zhang Xunpeng and Liang Guyin. She
specializes in guimendan (high-born, unmarried lady) and zhengdan (orthodox female)
roles. She was the winner of a Gold Award at the 2nd 'Red Prunus' Awards at the first
Chinese Traditional Theatre Singing Competition and the Outstanding Performer Award
at the 4th Kunqu Opera Festival of China in 2009. Her repertoire includes full-length operas
such as Nun Miaoyu and fia Baoyu, The Peony Pavilion, The Story of the Jade Hairpin,
Story of the Embroidered Tunic, The Palace of Eternal Life, etc.
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A National Class One Performer, specializes in jing ('painted face') roles. He trained under
Fang Yang, Zhong Weide and Wang Qun. He has won many awards, including the
'Outstanding Orchid in New Bloom' Award at the All China Artistic Exchange Showcase
of Young Performers in Kunqu Opera, a Supporting Actor Award at the Shanghai 'White
Magnolia' Award for Chinese Theatre - Performing Arts, 'Ten Best Performer' Award at
the All China Showcase of Outstanding Young Performers in Kunqu Opera 2007. His
repertoire includes the full-length operas Xishi the Beauty, The Rise of Xu [iujing, etc.
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A National Class Two Performer, he specializes in xiaosheng (young civil male) roles.
He was a disciple of Wang Shiyu before becoming also a disciple of Cai Zhengren in 2003.
He has won a Performance Award at the first Kunqu Opera Festival in China, a Gold
Award at the Professional Accreditation Competition for Young to Middle-aged Performers
in Suzhou City, 'Ten Best Performer' Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding
Young Performers in Kunqu Opera 2007.
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An outstanding young actor in jinsheng (young scholar) roles and he was first trained

by Yue Meiti and Shi Xiaomei. He was the winner of the 23rd 'Plum Blossom' Award for

Chinese Theatre. Besides, he won a Performance Award at the first Kunqu Opera Festival

of China and a Performance Award for Outstanding Young Performers at the 4th Kunju

Festival of China. In 2007, he won the 'Ten Best Performer' Award and the "Ten Best
Dissertations' Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding Young Performers in Kunqu

Opera.

Hi5W] Shi Xiaming

LEA BRI ESHENE - ETE > MRA/ME - Bk £
W R ESRALE BN o W 4 B R T A B R EE
%~ ILERA S RE BRI i AL A A8 o SR (A - R

A - ) s - (AANE - SE) PRBTOYERIH o

An outstanding young performer with the Jiangsu Kunqu Opera Institute. He trained in
Kunqu at the Jiangsu Theatre School, specializing in jinsheng (young scholar) roles. His
teachers included Shi Xiaomei, Qian Zhenrong, Wang Bin, Cheng Min and Yue Meiti. He
won the 'Ten Best Budding Artists' Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding Young
Performers in Kunqu Opera, the Gold Award at the 3rd and 4th 'Red Prunus' Awards for
Chinese Traditional Theatre in Jiangsu. He is known for his role as Liu Mengmei in 7he
interrupted Dream, Finding the Portrait and Calling upon the Picture from The Peony
Pavilion and Zhao Yuzhou in Meeting at the Pavilion from A Romance of Pear Blossoms.




{3 Ni Hon

WA > MiRRBEHEBMERAY - R85 > UEH2EE
BB EEZ o JETRM B » BIRAE B o S T v 0 L 0 6 3 55 3¢
WaE - B (MB) - (FERE) SEEN & (BEER
i) ~ (B FZEHAM -

A National Class One Performer, she was trained under the Kunqu artists Zhang Xunpeng,
Liang Cuyin, and was coached by Liu Jian. She was first trained in guimendan (high born,
unmarried lady) before turning to huadan (flirtatious female) roles. She has won an
Outstanding Performance Award at the first Kunqu Opera Festival of China. She has
performed in many operatic excerpts such as Chunxiang Wreaking Havoc in the School
Room, Chuncao Barging into the Court Room, as well as full-length productions of 7he
Rise to Officialdom of the Bogus Son-in-law, The Hairpin and the Bracelet, etc.
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A National Class Two Performer, he was trained under the Kunqu virtuosi Ji Zhenhua
and Lu Yongchang, specializing in /aosheng (old man) roles. His awards and accolades
include a 'Red Prunus' Gold Flower Award (2007), 'A Gifted Cultural Figure of Shanghai'
at the first 'Stage Performers in their Prime' series and the Perfomance Award for Outstanding
Young Performer at the 4th Kunqu Opera Festival of China in 2009. His repertoire includes
full-length productions such as Fifteen Strings of Cash, The Dragon and Phoenix Robe
of a Young Emperor, The Daughter of the Horse Trader, etc.
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Cao Zhiwei joined the Hunan Kunqu Opera Troupe in 2003 and was trained under Shen
Cheng, Luo Wentong, and specializes in hualian (painted face) roles. He was named as
‘Ten Best Performer’ at the Hunan Television Competition for Young Performers (2006),
and he won the 'Ten Best Budding' Artists Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding
Young Performers in Kunqu Opera (2007).
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Zhang Yuanyuan joined the Northern Kun Opera Theatre in 2004, and was selected to
join the National 'Kunqu Salvaging and Preservation Project' in Shanghai the following
year, which made her to be able to seek for the training under Zhang Xunpeng. She won
the 'Ten Best Budding Artists' Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding Young
Performers in Kunqu Opera (2007).The repertoire she has acquired include Wandering
in the Garden, The Interrupted Dream, Pursuing the Dream from The Peony Pavilion,
Going Beyond the Great Wall from The Tomb of Wang Zbaojun, Yearning for the Secular
World from A Sea of Sins, etc.
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Shan Wen was trained at the Jiangsu Xiqu School, specializing in guimendan (high born,
unmarried lady) roles, completing the course in 2005. She is a disciple of the famous
virtuoso in Kunqu, Zhang Jiging. She has won many awards and accolades, including
the 1st 'Red Prunus' Cup Competition for Chinese Traditional Theatre, 'Ten Best Budding
Artists' Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding Young Performers in Kunqu
Opera in 2007, a Class One Award at the All China 'Pear Garden' Cup Traditional Theatre
Competition.
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Liu Na joined the Hunan Kunqu Opera Troupe in 2001, specializing in guimendan (high
born, unmarried lady) roles, where she trained under Wang Yingzhi. She won the Tian
Han Performance Award at the 2006 Hunan Arts Festival, which was followed by the titles
of 'Leading Cast Performer’ at the 4th Hunan Television Competition for Young Performers
in Traditional Theatre and 'Ten Best Performer' later that year and 'Ten Best Budding
Artists' Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding Young Performers in Kunqu
Opera in 2007.
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A National Class One Performer, he specializes in xigosheng (young civil male) roles.
He was trained by Kunqu virtuosi Yue Meiti, Cai Zhengren and Zhou Zhigang. He won
a Lead Actor Award at the 15th Shanghai 'White Magnolia' Award for Chinese Theatre -
Performing Arts, and a Performance Award for Young Outstanding Performers at the 4th
Kunqu Opera Festival of China with The Story of the Purple Hairpin in 2009. He was the
lead actor in many full-scale productions such as Sima Xiangru, The Peony Pavilion, The
Palace of Eternal Life, etc.
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A National Class One Performer. She specializes in guimendan (high born, unmarried
lady) and huadan (flirtatious female) roles. Her teachers included Lin Ping, Li Qianying
and Qiao Yunhe. She won the 21st 'Plum Blossom' Award for Chinese Theatre, an 'Orchid"
Outstanding Performance Award in the first All China Artistic Exchange Showcase for
Young Performers in Kunqu, held in 1994, and an 'Award for Promoting Kunqu Opera'
at an activity for 'the Intangible Cultural Heritage of China' organized by UNESCO in
October, 2001. She won a Performance Award for Outstanding Performers at the 4th
Kunqu Opera Festival of China.
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Luo Chenxue specializes in guimendan (high born, unmarried lady) and chisadan
(assassination female) roles. Her teachers included Hu Jinfang, Gong Yinlei et al. She won
the 'Ten Best Budding Artists' Award at the All China Showcase of Outstanding Young
Performers in Kunqu Opera, a Silver Award - Adult Section at the 'Yilishen' Cup Traditional
Theatre Competition for Six Provinces and One City in Eastern China, and the 3rd 'Red
Prunus' Gold Flower Award.
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A National Class One Performer, she was trained under the famous virtuosi in Kunqu
Zhang Jiqing, Hu Jinfang et al. Her many awards and accolades include the first All China
'Orchid' Outstanding Performance Award in Kunqu, presented by the Ministry of Culture
of China, a Gold Award for Outstanding Performance at the 4th Kunqu Opera Festival
of China, and a Gold Award at the 2nd 'Red Prunus' Cup for Chinese Traditional Theatre
of Jiangsu.
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Kunqu opera has a history of five to six hundred years which has evolved into a highly sophisticated operatic art forms and
is considered as ‘ the mother of Chinese opera’ . It has a wide-ranging repertoire rich in theatrical charm, elegant libretti
commended for their literary merit, lilting and refreshing music, and delicate dance movements. It has a very important
role in the history of Chinese opera, Chinese literature and Chinese music. Until now, there are around 300 operas which
are preserved to be performed. In May 2001, UNESCO declared nineteen items as ‘Masterpieces of the Oral and Intangible

. ~ . v ) . .
Heritage of Humanity  , of which Kunqu opera was one.

J#% Exhibition

18-21.5.2010

8-11.6.2010
A b O R R B HIES

Foyer Exhibition Area E3, Hong Kong Cultural Centre

% % 28! Free Admission

K37 #ii# il Foyer Performance

21.6.2010 (11— Mon) 5:30pm-6:30pm
BELORE

Foyer, Hong Kong Cultural Centre

F3 Cast : ®BIR Yuan Guoliang

F:3 Cast : &7 6L Hou Zhe, Ni Hong

E Cast : W15 » BLH Shan Wen, Mao Wenxia

## Free

ﬁi"gk@ﬁ’ Hong Kong City Hall
FWshERE RS 55E

5 Edinburgh Place, Central. Hong Kong
Wil Tel @ 2921 2840
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ﬁ?%)’(ﬂ:'ilﬂ L Hong Kong Cultural Centre

JUTEAR VS NHLARL - EL A 78 10553
10 Salisbury Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Wik Tel : 27.34 2009

#41 Website: www.lcsd.gov.hk/cp &iE & Programme Enquiries: 2268 7325
ZREHR B Ticketing Enquiries & Reservations: 2734 9009

ERFEEEZE Credit Card Telephone Booking: 2111 5999

43 212 Internet Booking : www.urbtix.hk

Tickets available NOW at all URBTIX outlets

- Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities, full-time

students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients (Limited tickets for
students and CSSA recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis)

- For each purchase of 4-9 tickets: 10% off, 10-19 tickets: 15% off, 20 tickets or more: 20% off

- Discount Schemes for Chinese Opera Festival 2010 - 10% discount on full-price tickets

for each purchase of 3-4 performances; 15% discount for 5-9 performances and 20% discount
for 10 performances or more

- Patrons could enjoy only one of the above discounts for each purchase, please inform the box
office staff at the time of purchase

Programmes are subject to change with announcements by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department as final
The contents of this programme do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department




