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&8 {0 KBIFR Grand Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
$350, 240, 180, 100
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<<$”§' ﬁ ﬁﬁl‘ ETI] >> The Lady General Mu Guiying Leads Her Army to War
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During the Northern Song period, General Xiao Tianzuo of the nomad kingdom of Liao in the
north wages war against the Song regime with the intention of taking over the Central Plains.

He sets up the mighty invincible Array of Heavenly Gate in the Valley of Nine Dragons. The
army supplies of the Song troops are waylaid by Mu Guiying. The Song Commander-in-Chief,

Yang Yanzhao, sends his son Zongbao to demand the return of the provisions. But the young

man is captured by Guiying, and even enters into marriage with her. When Yanzhao learns

that Guiying actually comes from a family of a loyal courtier, and that she is well-read and a

born strategist in battles, he earnestly urges Guiying to join the Song army. He promises to
hand his command over to Guiying if she can defeat the Liao’s by cracking their military plan.
But the Song court is rife with corrupt officials. One of them is Wang Qian, who makes a secret
pact with the Liao’s for his own gain and tries to stop Guiying from entering into battle. Guiying,
after overcoming huge odds, treachery and betrayal, assumes command and successfully leads
the Song forces in breaking the enemies’ Array of Heavenly Gate.

& Cast 1 RIE4E > BRI Wu Fenghua, Chen Fei

12.6.2010 (25375 Sat) 2:30pm
75 Excerpts
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Zhang Jiujin the barrel maker’s daughter is well known for her beauty and her brains. The wealthy man, Shi Er, wants her to marry his third son, and sends the old
woman known as Third Auntie to make a scene at Jiujin's home and extort compensation from Zhang for accidentally killing her cat. Jiujin deftly turns the tables on
the old woman, demanding an even higher payment for the loss of a ‘family heirloom’, which is the handle of a spatula, and thwarts her scheme.

FE Cast 1 REH Wu Suying

<<;C I% >> Ghost of a Woman Who Hangs Herself
BRZTEXRATHBZBANAMRIE - DR ZF o
The courtesan Jade Lotus commits suicide in protest against the unbearable humiliations the brothel madam heaped on her.

3% Cast : =228 Dong Jianhong

<<J§ ﬁ Ef%’\ E) A Mother and Son Reunion at the Nunnery
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On knowing the story of his life, Xu Yuanzai goes searching for his natural mother, and finally meets Wang Zhizhen, a nun at the Fahua Nunnery. At first the mother
and son are unsure of the other's identity, and much probing takes place before finally they recognize each other. However, Zhizhen is still worried that this revelation
would ruin the future of Yuanzai, and dares not admit to being his mother. When Yuanzai tells her in tears how he misses his mother, she is so moved that she gives
in and the mother and son are reunited. -

T3 cast  BHEYIE (45) - B8 (43B) Xe Ounyj;{g (dﬁést),,XpMing (guest)
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<<’|§\ _|_ ) \>> Recalling the Eighteen Hints at Parting
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Zhu Yingtai disguises herself as a man to attend school in Hangzhou. She spends three years studying with Liang Shanbo, her classmate and sworn brother,
before her father summons her home. On his way to the Zhu Manor, Shanbo realizes that his ‘sworn brother” is actually the ‘young sister” that Yingtai has

promised him to marry. As he walks, Shanbo reflects on the numerous hints Yingtai dropped at their previous farewell, and is so elated that he wishes to
have wings to fly to her side so they can be married soon.

3E Cast : 2 [B14E Wu Fenghua

<<E é §>> A Heartbreaking Reunion
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Liang Shanbo arrives at Zhu Manor to ask for Yingtai's hand, butis told that they cannot marry as she is already betrothed

to someone else. Heartbroken and bitterly disappointed, Shanbo and Yingtai tearfully make a final vow to each other before
Shanbo leaves: if they cannot build a life together, they will share a tomb.

E3E Cast : RIBLTE BRI Wu Fenghua, Chen Fei

12.6.2010 (28375 Sat) 7:30pm
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During the Jiajing period of the Ming Dynasty, Liu Jinding, daughter of General Liu Tianhua, was conferred the title of Princess Royal for defeating some bandits and
saving her father's life. By an imperial order, it becomes a capital offence to try to take a peek athow the new princess looks. Feng Jiajin, son of the high-ranking minister
¢ & Feng Leishang, is full of admiration for the heroine and is curious about how'she looks. So, on the day
’Q-\S' when Jinding visits Dongyue Temple, Jiajin disguises himself as a villager by the name of Zhang
N and hides under the altar. When found, he panics and lies that he has come to pray for his

y mother's recovery from an illness. Jinding retracts the death penalty-and releases him.

When Jinding is home, downheartedly she mulls over the incident and suspects Zhang must have
disquised himself and braved death to get a glimpse of her. Touched by his sentiments and
courage, she fallsiin love and becomes lovesick. Her father reports her illness to the Emperor,
and a decree is put up for a cure. The lovelorn Jiajin disguises himself as a doctor and visits
Jinding in the palace. He returns the next day for a second ‘consultation’ — so altogether, he
manages to see the princess three times. When quizzed by Jinding and her maid Qiaolian,
he tells them his true identity:and expresses his admiration for the princess. Jinding offers

him the gift of a twin brush, and the two make a love pledge.

When the father learns about this, he is so enraged that he condemns Jiajin to death for having
committed "lewd rudeness towards'a member of the Imperial family". The princess arrives at
the execution ground in the nick of time to argue with her father. The Emperor has received'a
plea from Jiajin's father and orders Jiajin to be released. He also gives his imperial consent for
them to be married. This romantic legend about the ‘three glimpses" has remained popular for
generations. A

,éﬁ Cast : ﬁﬂ?ﬁ + RFEE WuFen hua, Wu Suying
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<<§ 9& ?\ ;E >> Interrogating the Husband
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During the reign of Emperor Jiajing in the Ming Dynasty, a corrupt court official, Yan Song, and his son, Shifan, succeed in framing the Governor of Three Border Regions,
Zeng Xian. Xian is executed. Hiding his true identity from his father’s political enemies, Xian's son Rong manages to escape. By a twist of fate, Rong meets Yan Maoging,
a cohort of Song, and is adopted by him. Now under his new name Yan Rong, he accompanies his adoptive father to the capital city. There, Song is so impressed with
Rong’s handsome looks and scholastic gift that he gives his granddaughter Lanzhen to him as wife. After the wedding, Rong refuses to enter the bridal chamber. Despite
Lanzhen's repeated questioning, Rong refuses to divulge the reason. After spying on Rong, Lanzhen discovers the truth. Not approving of her grandfather’s evil doings,
she sympathizes with Rong and decides to fend for her husband. Rong is touched by this and makes up with her.

When Rong is going to attend his mother-in-law’s birthday party, Lanzhen advises him to drink less and take his leave early in order to minimize the risk of exposing
himself. Rong does as he is told, but on the way out, he finds himself on the grounds of the residence of Zhao Wenhua, Song’s foster son. Suspecting that this is the place
where his father's enemies secretly meet and plot their evil deeds, Rong goes inside intending to search for evidence to avenge his father. He is almost caught when
Wenhua comes up from downstairs after a meeting, and is only saved by Lingzhu, the maid of Wenhua's daughter Wanzhen, who hides him in her mistress’s study just
in time. Meanwhile Lanzhen becomes increasingly anxious at her husband’s failure to return home. She leads her maids and goes on a rampage in search of Rong.
Wenhua arrives and attempts to pacify her. Aware that Wenhua is in league with her grandfather and therefore may do her husband harm, she demands to know Rong’s
whereabouts. Upon hearing this, Wanzhen assures Lanzhen that Rong is safe, and arranges for them to meet. To avoid incriminating Wanzhen, Lanzhen extracts a written
confession from Wenhua as a hold on him.

F3E Cast : REVTE  FEFZ (458) Wu Fenghua, Xie Qunying (guest
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Xiaobaihua Yue Opera Troupe of Shaoxing
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Since its founding in 1986, the Xiaobaihua Yue Opera Troupe of Shaoxing has created and staged more than 20 full-length operas and 40 excerpts. lts
productions have won the ‘Five One Project Award of Zhejiang and the New Repertoire Award at the 9th Theatre Festival. The Troupe has a
well-balanced cast, complete with both civil and military roles. It gives frequent performances in the Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Shanghai regions, and has
toured Hong Kong, Taiwan, Thailand and Singapore to wide and popular acclaim.

R BETE Wu Fenghua
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Wu Fenghua is a National Class One Performer trained by Fan Ruijuan and specialises in xiaosheng (young civil male) roles. She was a recipient of the 13th Plum
Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre. Other accolades include the Gold Artistic Award in the 2nd Zhejiang Province Xiaobaihua Showcase, Distinguished

Xiaobaihua Award, Zhejiang Province Star of Chinese Opera Award, Class One Actor Award in the 5th Zhejiang Theatre Festival, a Gold Award in the Chinese
Xiaobaihua Yue Opera Festival, and Distinguished Performance Award in the 7th and 9th Zhejiang Theatre Festival.
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Trained by Lii Ruiying, National Class One Performer \Wu Suying specialises in huadan (young female) roles. She was a recipient of the 24th Plum Blossom
Award for Chinese Theatre. Other accolades include the Best Performer Award in the National Yue Opera Young Actors Television Contest, the Gold Artistic
Award in the 2nd Zhejiang Province Xiaobaihua Showcase, Distinguished Xiaobaihua Award, Zhejiang Province Star of Chinese Opera Award, Class One Actor

Award in the 5th Zhejiang Theatre Festival, Distinguished Performance Award in the 7th and 9th Zhejiang Theatre Festival and a Gold Award in the Chinese
Xiaobaihua Yue Opera Festival.

ﬁﬂ% Chen Fei
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Trained by Fu Quanxiang, National Class One Performer Chen Fei specialises in huadan (young female) roles. She was a recipient of the 22nd Plum Blossom

Award for Chinese Theatre. Other accolades include the Gold Artistic Award in the 2nd Zhejiang Province Xiaobaihua Showcase, Distinguished Xiaobaihua

Award, Zhejiang Province Star of Chinese Opera Award, Class One Actor Award in the 5th Zhejiang Theatre Festival, Distinguished Performance Award in the
7th and 9th Zhejiang Theatre Festival and a Gold Award in the Chinese Xiaobaihua Yue Opera Festival.

B (15B) Xie Ounying (guest)
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Xie Qunying is a National Class One Performer trained in the artistic lineage of Jin Caifeng. She is best known for her performance in The Jade Hairpin, Floating
River Brook, The Legend of a Needlewoman and Tonghua’s Tears. Her accolades include the Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre, the Wenhua Award

presented by the Ministry of Culture, the Gold Award at the China Xiaobaihua Yue Opera Festival, the 1st Chinese Opera Performers Star Award of Zhejiang
Province, an Outstanding Performer Award and a Class One Performer Award at the Zhejiang Theatre Festival.

288 (45#) XuMing (guest)
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Xu Ming is a National Class One Performer specialising in xiaosheng (young man) roles. She was trained by Fan Ruijuan, and was recognised for her
performance in Romance on River Qu, The Flower Flowing Stream and A Length of Hemp String. She is a winner of many accolades, including a Class One
Award for Young Performers at the 4th Wenzhou Theatre Festival, the title as one 0\‘ the Ten Best Young Performers of Zhejiang Province, a Class One Award for
G Profess:onal Egrformers at the Hangzhou New Repertory Showcase, an 0utstand Performa&Award at the Zhejiang Theatrek Festival and . a Hangzhou
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Yue Opera
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Yue opera originated in the Sheng County of Zhejiang, which in ancient Chinese history, was the State of Yue; hence the name. Yue opera first
developed from the narrative singing genre called Luodi Changshu. Later with new vocal styles and ensemble accompaniment added, it was able to
establish its own special vocal style. As a relatively ‘young' operatic genre, Yue opera has won a firm following because of its emphasis on aesthetic
appeal, seen in the handsome cast, the beautiful costumes, the lyrical music and the impressively designed sets. The vocal delivery is sweet, sonorous,
and appealing. Naturalism is favoured in the presentation, which is also high in the local flavour of scenic Jiangnan. Throughout the last century, Yue
opera has been gleaning from and assimilating the merits of Peking opera, Kunqu opera, Shaoxing opera and drama until it came into its own. Today, it
is a performing genre with exceptional attractive appeal.

}: ’% ng, ﬁk Foyer Performance

11.6.2010 (285 ) 5:00pm-6:00pm'
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Murder at the Temple
FECast: TEE EZEME  YuWeiping, Dong Jianhong

&8 3ILHD K E Foyer, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
RE Free

‘:ﬁ % 'fg % éﬁ%\ Post-performance Talk

(ZBiBEEE In Putonghua)

14.6.2010 (28— Mon) 7:30pm

(BRI R 2/ MNEEMEE ]

The Female Actor in Transvestite Lead Roles in Yue Opera

8% Speaker : RJBIE Wu Fenghua

FHBPREEEERME Lecture Theatre, Hong Kong Central Library
SEAE > BUAR - £F%E WAL

Free admission. Limited seats available on a first-come-first-served basis.
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Tickets available from 14 April onwards at all URBTIX outlets

Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities, full-time students and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients
(Limited tickets.for students and CSSA recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis)
For each purchase of 4-9 tickets: 10% off, 10-19 tickets: 15% off, 20 tickets or more: 20% off

Discount Schemes for Chinese Opera Festival 2010 -
10% discount on full-price tickets for each purchase of 3-4 performances; 15% discount for 5-9 performances and 20% discount for 10 performances or more

Patrons could enjoy only one of the above discounts for each purchase, please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase
#83E Website : www.lcsd.gov.hk/cp®  EIE &3 Programme Enquiries : 2268 7325

iR 3H I BB Ticketing Enquiries & Reservations : 2734 9009 fZF-FE 5B Z Credit Card Telephone Booking : 2111 5999
# EZTZ Internet Booking : www.urbtix.hk
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