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! ﬁ 5k Fang Zhanrong
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Fang Zhanrong is a National Class One Performer with the title "Artist of Integrity and Artistic Excellence” presented by the
China Federation of Literary and Art Circles. He is a member of the Chinese Dramatists’ Association and the Chinese Xigu
Producers’ Society, Director and Member of the Board of Governors of the Guangdong Dramatists’ Association, Vice
Chairman of the Shantou Dramatists’ Association, and a member of the China Calligrapher and Painter Association. He was
formerly the Associate Director of the Guangdong Chiu Chow Opera Theatre Number Two Troupe, a member the 9th and 10th
CPPCC Sessions of Shantou City, and was named an Outstanding Intellectual of Shantou City. A Ghost in the Firewood Room,
which he performed with Wu Ling'er, has been on the video archive of the China Arts Research Centre. It was also performed
at the 2nd Chinese Arts Festival, and later made into a film by the Chinese Dramatists' Association as the first representative
work in Chiuchow Opera in its Gems of Chinese Traditional Theatre Series.
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Zheng Jianying I1s a National Class One Performer and winner of many awards and accolades, including the 1st ‘Hundred
Flowers’ Award for Young to Middle-aged Performers in Chinese Traditional Theatre of Guangdong, an Outstanding Performer
Award for the Stage and Screen Cup. @ member of the Artists of integrity and Artistic Excellence of the Guangdong Federation
of Literary and Art Circles, and was named an Outstanding Expert of Shantou City. She was named Best Leading Actress and
presented with the Most Outstanding Performance Award by many overseas presenters. She gave a highly successful show
celebrating her career of forty years in the genre in May 2001.
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Zhang Guikun is a Class Two Performer with the Guangdong Chiu Chow Opera Theatre Number Two Troupe, specialized in
laosheng {old man) roles. His teachers and coaches include Yang Qiguo, Yang Jiangchuan, Li Jian and Chen Cai’an. He joined
the company in 1986, and with a performing career of thirty years, he has performed many laosheng roles, including Kuang
Zhong (Fifieen Strings of Cash), Judge Bao (The Execution of Pang Hong) and Wang Zuo (Wreaking Havoc in Kaifeng) in the
traditional category, and Li Yuhe (The Red Lantern) and Wang the Staff Officer (Red Coraly) in the Model Play category. He
participated in the Shanghai ‘White Magnolia’ Showcase of Winning Productions in 1995, and has given widely acclaimed
performances in Singapore, Thailand and Hong Kong.
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Wu Ruili is one of the stars of the Hong Kong Sun Hon Kwong Chiu Chow Opera Troupe. Born into a family of Chiuchow
Opera artists in Phnom Penh of the former Cambodia (now Kampuchea). On resettling in Hong Kong, she joined the local
Chiuchow organisations to perform and to make recordings of Chiuchow opera. As a performer of the leading male role of
wenwu xiaosheng in the Troupe, she has a handsome stage persona, performs with charisma and sings with brifliant tones,
all demonstrating her excellent training and hard work. She is considered a versatile artist in all aspects of Chinese traditional
theatre. She has starred in many opera productions, including Filing a Prosecution against Her Hushand, The Emperors Sister
Executes Her Son. The Lady Generals of the Yang Fumily etc.. Her interpretation of Han Qi in The lncident at the Temple of Three Gods
at the 3rd International Chiuchow Opera Festival of Shantou won popular acclaim.
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Yang Xunyang was among the first batch of artists trained at the Shantou Xiqu School of Guangdong and was highly praised
for her outstanding performance. Her teachers included Huang Yudou, Hong Jingfang, Zhang Jaisheng, among many others.
The Loval Rebels, in which she starred, was critically acclaimed and was made into a record that was a hit seller in China and
in overseas Chiuchow communities. She joined the original Guangdong Chiu Chow Opera Theatre upon leaving school. and
was groomed as one of the star ascendants. In 2009, she represented the Chiuchow Opera sector in performing at the variety
show celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the Founding of the People's Republic of China.
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Chaozhou Opera, also known as 'Chiuchow Opera', is an ancient vernacular theatrical genre performed in the Chiuchow dialect. Its music is basically
made up of medleys of set tunes, supplemented by bangiang, and retains certain old formats such as having a lead singer backed by a chorus, two or
three singers taking turns to sing the same tune, and having a chorus to sing the last section. The accompanying ensemble includes standard instruments
such as erhu (Dlowed-string). suona {(wind) and the pipa (plucked-string), as well as the less common erxan (string), yehu (string), quive {(gong), shenbo
{gong) and wiluo {gong)

The history of Chiuchow Opera dates back to the Song and Yuan period. It is considered a branch genre of nanxi because its traditional repertory comes
from nanxi and zaju. The stories mostly evolve around such themes as the family, ethical relationships and romantic love. The libretti are geared to both
plebeian and high-brow tastes, while the language is that of the masses. The sung music adopts many popular tunes as well. Among the stock role types
in Chiuchow Opera, the chou (comic role) is considered the most unique. Actors performing this must follow a special routine of stylized movements for
unique stage effects. They are expected to show insight in their interpretation of characters.
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The Guangdong Chiu Chow Opera Theatre Number Two Troupe was founded upon the former Guangdong Chiu Chow Opera Troupe which was first
established in 1958. Since its founding, it has developed into a full-fledged professional performing company through a continually expanding cast. The
new members came from the Shantou Xigu School as well as other performing companies. Many of the leading artists in the troupe, such as Hong Miao,
Yao Xuangiu, Weng Luanjin, Zheng Caiyue, Chen Wanxi, Wu Weixiong and Fan Zehua enjoy popularity and have a wide following. They are well
supported by veteran artists such as Zhang Guikun, Zhan Shaojun, Zheng Meijuan, Lu Wenping, Chen Yongping, Zhu Xiuming etc..
The company has built an outstanding repertory through new, original productions and adapting works from the traditional repertory. The most popular
titles number close to a hundred, and include Lady Marshal Yang Contending Imperial Edicts, A Misunderstanding Caused by a Havrpin, Reunion by the Well, Oin
Xianglion, Wreaking Havoc in Kaifeng, Filing a Prosecution against Her Husband, The Daughter of Yue Fei etc.. |t has won almost a hundred awards for its produc-
tions, such as the '‘Peony Award’ in the All China Showcase of Traditional Opera, awards for lead actors and supporting actors in the Shanghai ‘White
Magnolia' Awards, the China Drama Award, the Shantou City Cultural Award etc.. The company has given performing tours in Thaitand, Singapore, Hong
Kong, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen and Zhuhai,
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The Hong Kong Sun Hon Kwong Chiu Chow Opera Troupe is formerly the Hon Kwong Chiu Chow Opera Troupe which was founded in 1959 and turned
professional in 1987 It gives reguiar performances at the town halls and at alms-offering functions in Hong Kong. it has toured Thailand, Singapore and
the Chaozhou-Shantou region. lis repertory totals nearly 100 titles, including The Story of the White Rabbit. Su Liuniang, Filing a Proseculion against Her
Hushand, Qin Xianglian, The Magic Lotus Lantern, The Female Generals of the Yang Family, etc.,

its members consist of virtuosi in Chiu Chow Opera in Hong Kong, most of whom with more than thirty years of experience, as well as young artists
groomed in recent years. The cast is supported by veteran musicians. producers and instructors in the field of Chiu Chow Opera. The Troupe has
maintained close contacts with other troupes in Chaozhou and Shantou and often collaborates with them in giving joint performances. The artistic
exchanges are conducive to the development of the genre.
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« l?ﬁﬂ ﬁﬁ %T » Wreaking Havoc in Kaifeng
REZTEZARRERBESEH WEBLRIZFE THREEBREN EFFIGEALER FTERREBEFTH BTX
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The marquis' son Li Tianfu forces a marriage on a commoner girl, Zhang Jiaorui, but is thwarted by the righteous Zhang Pu. Li has Zhang arrested and
transferred to the capital Kaifeng, then forces the Governor of the Imperial Prefecture, Wang Zuo, to convict him. Wang refuses to be bribed and puts Li on trial
instead. On hearing this, Li's mother, Lady Wang, hurries to the court and forces Wang to overturn his ruling. Emboldened by his mother, Li kicks Jiaorui's
father, Zhang Shi, to death, only to be killed himself by mistake by his servant in court. Lady Wang frames the others and goes on a rampage. Wang Zuo
refuses to oblige her and insists on his just ruling. He tries the Lady himself, has her shackled and brought to the imperial court {o seek audience with the
Emperor.
R BHE - ROE BFEH - HEE RYE

Cast : Cai Caiwang, Wu Shaolong. Qiu Xiuru, Xie Jishun, Chen Lijun
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« Jﬁ? lﬁl » Wandering in the Garden
ZEEELR—G2 728 MERNINEELT  BRXBZLAEGTEARNEE  ARAEIBLBIR  ELEREBZT
BERMRE  ZBEMALHBER  IYRT - R LEBELE  BFPURAHAEHEE - HREFHZEERBEHME
B SEES EELMAT  REREZE=ERE ZBELSER DPHERTEE-
The story is about atalented, beautiful yet hot-tempered girl called Meng Lijun. Her father Meng Shiyuan has become a prisoner-of-war in a southern expedi-
tion and is falsely accused of treason by villainous courtiers. The Emperor, in his wrath, indicts the entire family. On learning the news, Lijun disguises herself
as a man and flees. Living under the false name Li Junyu, she sits for the national civil examination. comes top, and is appointed Prime Minister. The Emperor
Chengzong sees through her disguise. Allured by her beauty, he summons her to the Impenal Garden and makes sexual advances at her. Lijun counters
that with a stern countenance and righteous words of reprimand, therefore cleverly averting a crisis.
FE BB EHK
Casl: Yang Xunyang, Wang Ruiguang

« Eﬁﬁﬁ » The Incident at the Temple of Three Gods
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Chen Shimei is a penniless scholar blinded by ambition and greed. After being made Top Scholar in the imperial examination, he marries the Emperor’s
daughter. His wife Qin Xianglian brings their children and travel from southern China to look for him in the capital. But Chen pretends not to know them, drives
them out, and sends an officer, Han Qi, to go after and murder them. At the Temple of Three Gods, moved by Xianglian's predicament, Han sets them free
before he takes his own life. Filled with a burning anger for justice to be done, Xianglian files a suit against Shimei in the capital
TE RKE - BRI
Cast | Wu Ruili, Zheng Jianying

« Eﬁl%ﬂ » A Misunderstanding Caused by a Hairpin
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Hu Lian, son of a rich man and a philanderer, has spent the night at a brothel. He finds a gold hairpin at Longsheng's door, and immediately jumps to the
conclusion that his sister is having an affair with Longsheng. He causes a scene when he returns home and makes a wager with the servant girl, Xiaoying.
Later it is found out that the hairpin is dropped by Hu himself, as it has caught his belt when he left the brothel. Now that he has made his own bed, he
must lie on it - Hu is heavily scolded by his mother and sister, and gets a beating from Xiaoying for losing the bet
EE RSB EBLE BES EREE
Cast: Fang Zhanrong, Huang Shaojun, Yang Weidan, Cai Liwa

BEHERO2NFASHE (BEPBEHRR)

Running Time: Approx. 2 hrs and 45 mins with an intermission

J’ﬁ ”j"r%v « *ﬂiﬁwﬁ » Excerpt - A Fairy Who Gets Hit by a Coin
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Wang Ayi is a good man, honest and down to earth, but he is derided for being poor. The purple-clad fairy sympathizes with him and falls in love. Having
thus breached the celestial rules, she is banished from heaven to earth and into Ayi's home. After Ayi has learnt the whys and the wherefores, the two tie
the knot happily and build a home together.
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Cast: Fang Zhanrong, Zhan Xiaojun
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Li Xianming has gone to the capital to sit for the imperial examination. Six years have passed, and he still has not come back, nor is there any news of him.
His younger brother, Li Xiangui, wants to look for him. So he goes to his father-in-law, Huang Yanzhong, for a loan so he can take the journey. Huang has
been resenting Li for his humble background, and forces him to annul his marriage with his daughter. His daughter Guiying, a virtuous girl, asks her servant-
girl Qiuju to bring him the money for the road at night. When the night watchman Pi Dun knows about this, he cheats Qiuju out of her money and kills her.
Yanzhong sees this as an opportunity and bribes the county judge to frame Xiangui. Now, the evil Pi Dun has a sister. Xiuying. Her brother-in-law is in trouble,
and to help him, Xiuying travels 1o the capital to look for her husband, and invites her brother Pi Dun to accompany her. On the way, Pi Dun pushes her down
a cliff. Luckily she is saved, and when she intercepts a high official to voice her grievance, the official happens to be her husband Li Xianming, newly promoted
to the position of Duke of State Guardian. Having endured myriad kinds of torture for voicing grievance at the Duke's court, Li Xiangui and Huang Gutying
finally are able to tie the knot.
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Cast ! Li Li, Chen Lijun, Gao Shuhong, Ye Shuangfeng Running Time: Approx. 2 hrs and 45 mins with an intermission

T F Bk Excerpts

(YA 56 31 » A Brother and Sister’s Tearful Parting
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During the early years of the Han Dynasty, Dou Ji becomes the Empress. She requests the Emperor to launch a search for her long-lost brother, Dou Guang-
ping. He becomes a slave in the villainous merchant Zhao Tong's home in Yiyang Prefecture. When the Emperor launches a plan to penalize unscrupulous
merchants, Zhao is pondering a way out. News of the long-lost imperial brother-in-law reaches him. so he hurriedly gives his daughter, Furong, to Guangping
as wife before sending him to the palace to see his sister. Guangping is given a high residence as the Empress’s Brother. A brigadier general has been sent
by Minister Jia, who acts upon the edict of the Emperor, to search for Zhao Tong in Guangping’s home. Under the bad advice of Zhao, Guangping kills the
brigadier general, a crime punishable by death. The Empress is torn between family love and justice. The Emperor offers him death by poisonous wine. The
Empress bids her brother a last farewell. She recalls the past, and points out what he has done wrong. Guangping realizes the crime he has committed, and
accepts the punishment. Just at this moment, Minister Jia comes with the imperial edict that waives the death penalty, to be replaced by an order to strip
Guangping of any official tittle and revert to the status of commoner, in recognition of the Empress's love and care for her brother.
TE  BMERE - BEBR

Cast : Zheng Jianying, Yang Xunyang
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Zhu Yingtai goes to school in Hangzhou disguised as a man. On the way she meets scholar Liang Shanbo and they become such good friends that
they become sworn brothers. During the three school years, they admire each other but Shanbo does not know Yingtai is a woman. When Shanbo
realizes the truth and presents himself at the Zhu residence, Yingtai is already betrothed to the Ma family under duress. The ardent lovers will be
parted forever. When they meet on the terrace, they recall how reluctant they were In saying goodbye, stopping at eighteen spots along the way.
Now all is tragically lost, they pour out their hearts as they cry bitter tears
FE:RRE - BEA
Cast : Wu Ruifi, Yang Weidan

CEEMBT) Tne Righteous Lan Jizi
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Lan Jizi is a righteous young man. His mother Madam Xu is the second wife of a merchant, Lan Fangcao. By nature selfish and jealous, Xu wanis
to have the Lan family fortune all to herself. She treats the late first wife's son, Lan Zonglin, his wife Wang Woshi and son Shaoji as a thorn in her
side. When Zonglin joins the army and is not heard again for many years, Xu subjects Wang and Shaoji to all manner of hardships, even attempting
to kill Wang in an arson attack. Lan Jizi opposes his mother's actions, saves Wang, and arduously goes about looking for Zonglin. As a result, he
is in dire destitution and has to beg for food. Using Jizi's disappearance as a pretext, Xu frames Wang with murder, which is punishable by death.
When Lan Fangcao finds out what Xu has done, he drives Xu out of the family home. When Wang is on her way to the execution ground, Zongiirt,
who has been made a Duke for his military triumphs, is hurrying home and so is Jizi. In the nick of time, Wang is saved and the wrong redressed.
Xu also shows remorse and the whote family is re-united
TEFRE - R

Cast : Fang Zhanrong, Zhang Guikun




« I:E,ﬂ.ll 55‘% » Executing Chen Shimei
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Qin Xianglian brings her children to the capital to look for her husband Chen Shimei. Having come top in the imperial examination, Chen is overwhelmed by
his overnight success and becomes blinded by greed and ambition. He pretends not to know his wife and children, and marries the Emperor’s daughter under
the auspices of the Emperor’'s mother. Xianglian hurries to the city court to files a suit against Chen. Carried away by his imperial connections, Chen loses
all sense of justice and tries to murder Xianglian. Judge Bao has no alternative but to put him on trial. The Emperor's aunt and mother come to cover for him
and use all kinds of lowly means to threaten Bao. Not knowing what to do, Bao cannot but give Xianglian three hundred taels of silver. Losing her only chance
of redressing the wrong, Xianglian shows her utter disappointment with Bao. As a staunch upholder of justice, Bao feels shame and indignation. He eventually
beheads the unfaithful, unscrupulous and avaricious Chen,
TE O BHEH - EHK - AFE
Cast: Qiu Xiuru, Wang Ruiguang, He Pingfa

EHREN2NE4SSE (BFEFRISNKRE)

Running Time: Approx. 2 hrs and 45 mins with an intermission
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Foyer, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Free admission. Limited seals available on a first-come-first-served basis
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Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtities
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Tickets available NOW at all URBTIX outlets

Half-price tickets available for senior citizens aged 60 or above, peopie with disabilities, full-time students and Comprehensive
Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients (Limited tickets for students and CSSA recipients available on a first-come-first-served basis)

For each purchase of 4-9 tickets: 10% off, 10-19 tickets: 15% off, 20: tickets or more 20% off

Discount Schemes for Chinese Opera Festival 2010
10% discount on full-price tickets for each purchase of 3-4 performances
15% discount for 5-9 performances and 20% discount for 10 performances or more

Patrons could enjoy only one of the above discounts for each purchase, please infarm the box office staff at the time of purchase

#81F Website : www.lcsd.gov.hk/cp
ﬁ"ﬁ & # Programme Enguiries: 2268 7325
EREH R EE Ticketing Enquiries & Reservations: 2734 9009
=REBEMWE Credit Card Telephone Booking: 2111 5999
#8 £ 3T E Internet Booking © www.urbtix.hk
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The contents of this programme do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department
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