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Since its inception in 2010, the Chinese Opera Festival is now entering its ninth edition. This year the Festival
will showcase 7 programmes with 23 stage performances covering 8 Chinese operatic genres. They include
a grand epic of Kunqu Opera, Peking Opera from Cheng School in distinctive singing style, Yue Opera and
Cantonese Opera, and regional genres including Xinchang Diaogiang Opera, Ninghai Pingdiao Opera, Puxian
Opera and Xiqin Opera.
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< Dear Patrons,
To avoid undue disturbance to the performers and other members of the audience, please switch off your mobile phones and
any other sound and light emitting devices before the performance. We also forbid eating and drinking, as well as unauthorised
photography; audio and video recordings in the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.

HFIEU Recycling of House Programme
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If you do not wish to keep the house programme, please leave it on your seat or return it to the admission point for recycling. Thank you for your co-operation.

HAALRMERLE - EEHEHFRBEAB MM EEEAER - BIEHZE cp2@lcsd.gov.hk UEEZE 2741 2658 °

Thank you for attending the performance. If you have any comment on this performance or general view on the LCSD cultural programmes, you are welcome to write to us by email at cp2@Icsd.gov.hk or
by fax at 2741 2658.

BRRFRER U EHEF R ENEFENER - HEBEATHEE | wwwlesdgovhkitc/artistindexhtml
Please visit the following webpage for information related to application for programme presentation / sponsorship by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department:
www.lcsd.govhk/en/artist/index html

AE B RS TIMENART REM T RREEN UL EHENER
The programme as well as the content and information contained in this house programme do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
AR KRR

Information is provided by the arts group.
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The Inheritance and Development of Yue Opera

18.7.2018 (5= Wed) 7:30pm
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Speaker: Wu Fenghua, Wu Suying, Chen Fei
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Moderator: Chan Chun-miu
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AC2, Level 4, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Since its establishment in 1986, the troupe has created and performed some 40 full-length plays and more
than 50 excerpts. Their works have received a long list of honours, including the ‘Five One Project Awards’ of
Zhejiang, the Outstanding Repertory Award and Special Award at the Theatre Festival of Zhejiang Province,
the Gold Award at China Yue Opera Arts Festival, the Repertory Award at the China Theatre Festival, and
the China Xiqu Society Award. The main cast of the troupe, including Wu Fenghua, Wu Suying, Chen Fei
and Zhang Lin, are winners of the Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre. Wu Fenghua is a two-time
winner of the Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre. The new edition Yue Opera, How a Dead Cat was
Substituted for a New-born Prince was rated an outstanding stock repertory of Zhejiang Province, and was
invited to participate in the All China Outstanding Repertory Showcase. The troupe is active in the regions
of Jiangsu, Zhejiang and Shanghai. It has travelled to and performed in Hong Kong, Taiwan, Thailand and
Singapore. The troupe’s performances have been enthusiastically received and highly popular.

A Website: www.sxxbh.com
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The running time of the performance is approximately

2 hours 30 minutes including an intermission of 15 minutes.
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A historical epic that retains the subtle charm of Jiangnan Yue Opera.

To revive the State of Chu, Qu Yuan advocates to reform the country to eliminate weaknesses and to resist against Qin. Qu
drafts constitutional laws, rectifies the legal system and demonstrates extraordinary talent in governance and administration
of state affairs. Zhang Y1, the Prime Minster of Qin, does not only sabotage the alliance between Chu and Qi, but also bribes
Jin Shang, tricks the Southern Queen, deceives King Huai of Chu, and slanders Qu Yuan. Yet, in adversity, Qu Yuan works as
a government official but worries about his fellow people. When he lives in wilderness, he still looks up to the imperial court
and upholds his own aspirations to perfect the political system. He challenges the political mistakes of the State of Chu, the
corruptness of local government officers, and the greed of aristocrats. He even challenges King Huai of Chu, blaming him
for being non-competitive, non-observant and indecisive. Qu also feels sorry for the King’s bad luck. He sighs that a clueless
king has harmed the state. When the State of Chu collapses, Qu Yuan would rather give up his life than leaving his home
country. The sun and the moon can prove his loyalty to the country and to his king. Qu tries to clean up the world with
his own pureness. He does not care for personal grudges. To protect the interest of the State of Chu, he dies for his home
country, for his beliefs and for his aspirations, leaving everlasting regrets, resentment, and sadness behind. Qu misses his
home country and wishes to serve her until his last breath. Qu’s student Song Yu shoulders what Qu Yuan entrusted him and
proceeds on a life journey in search of the appropriate ways to resolve problems without hesitation.

FE Cast

B R RETE Qu Yuan: Wu Fenghua g % Wk Drum: Xu Xuyang
BET BB King Huai of Chu: Lou Huigin £ # @ BN Lead Hugin: Ye Yiqun
W OB RER Southern Queen: Wu Suying

X E R O Song Yu: Zhang Lin

kR TEE Zhang Yi: Yu Weiping

#4E - A Chanjuan: Zhou Yanping

oW REW Jin Shang: Qiu Zaiping

F O BB Zijiao: Hu Guomei

T Ao BRE Lady of Qi: Chen Wenting

BOK o ER Fisherman: He Menglai
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The running time of the performance is approximately

<< ZE %\Iﬁ 7&] ﬁ ? >> 2 hours 45 minutes including an intermission of 15 minutes.

How a Dead Cat was Substituted for a New-born Prince
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The lingering allure of singing is technically presented by the techniques of the sonorous and powerful Fan school, the
brilliant and glamorous Lu school, as well as the subtle and extensive Fu school. The ancient case of injustice is played out
with meticulously designed movements. Human integrity is sung out with intense sensitivity.

During the reign of Emperor Zhenzong of Song, Queen Li gives birth. The jealous Consort Liu teams up with the eunuch
Guo Huai and swaps the crown prince with a skinned dead cat. Consort Liu asks palace maid Kouzhu to throw the crown
prince into the pond from the Nine-twist Bridge and drown him to death. Kouzhu does not want to kill him, and seeks help
from eunuch Chen Lin. They put the prince into a vanity box and secretly send him to the Eighth Prince, Zhao Defang, who
can raise the crown prince. Consort Liu slanders Queen Li for giving birth to a monster. Zhenzong puts Queen Li into the
Cold Palace and bestows the title of queen to Consort Liu. Guo Huai reports the encounter between Kouzhu and Chen Lin
at the Nine-twist Bridge to Consort Liu, who demands Chen Lin to interrogate Kouzhu. Kouzhu does not submit and knocks
herself onto a pillar to death. Consort Liu asks Guo Huai to burn down Cold Palace. Queen Li is rescued from prison and
goes on exile to lead a civilian’s life. Eighteen years later, Emperor Zhenzong dies. Zhao Zhen, the son of Queen Li, ascends
the throne and becomes Emperor Renzong. As Bao Zheng carries out relief work in Chenzhou, he is met with Queen Li’s
plea for injustice. Bao takes up her case and cleans up her name. Emperor Renzhong receives his mother back to the palace.
He also kills Guo Huai and demotes Consort Liu.

%—% X Scene I The Conspiracy

$=3% #®T Scene 2 The Switch

¥=% #& Scene3  Searching the Vanity Case

AU AN Scene4  Ordaining the Heir

— F 351K B+ F 4 4% Intermission of 15 minutes —

4% BE Scene 5 Meeting in the Palace

¥5-% #E Scene 6 The Interrogation

¥t WE Scene 7 The Redress

FE Cast

PRt SR Chen Lin: Wu Fenghua g B A Drum: Yang Liben
&R REE Kouzhu: Wu Suying I OH : B Lead Hugin: Ye Yiqun
Z £:H R Consort Li: Chen Fei

2 4T BREE Consort Liu: Chen Wenting

B OFBEE Emperor Zhenzong: Lou Huiqin

36 Mo EEE Guo Huai: He Menglai

NEE : BR% Zhao Defang (The Eighth Prince): Lou Zhouying

O TEY Zhao Zhen (Emperor Renzong): Yu Weiping
= H:# Qin Feng: Xie Xiao
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The running time of the performance is approximately

4+ WY 44 2 hours and 45 minutes including an intermission of 15 minutes.
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The Lady General Mu Guiying Leads Her Army to War
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The play demonstrates the artistic character of Xiaobaihua Yue Opera Troupe of Shaoxing — ‘singing civil plays with
martial skills; performing martial acts with civil techniques’. A narrative with unfolding drama, singing styles that are bold
yet tender, and exhilarating martial sequences make this play as fascinating and as memorable as it should be.

During Northern Song, Xiao Tianzuo of the Northern Liao state invades at the border and sets up the Tianmen battle
formation at Jiulongyu, trying to take over the Central Plains. Yang Yanzhao is summoned by the emperor to go on the
military expedition. However, the military food supplies fall into the hands of Mu Guiying. Yang Zongbao is asked to
retrieve the food supplies, but is captured at the stockade by Mu Guiying, who asks him to be her husband. After Yang
Yanzhao finds out Mu Guiying is indeed a loyalist with good civil and martial skills, he convinces her to leave her stockade
and work for the Song government to break up the Tianmen battle formation together. The Commander’s position is given to
young Mu Guiying. Treacherous minister Wang Xin has made secret plans with the State of Liao. He puts up an evil plan to
stop Mu Guiying from leading the army. Mu Guiying is strong and does not give up. She eliminates the mole of the country
and leads the army to take apart the Tianmen battle formation.

¥—% HE Scene 1 Drilling Her Troops

¥=% FHE Scene 2 Demanding the Return of the Army Supplies

¥=3% #H Scene3  Romance Blooms

FW% BT Scene4  Executing the Son

— 354K B+ F 4 $Z Intermission of 15 minutes —

¥h¥ e Scene 5 Taking Command

¥R HE Scene 6 Breaking the Formation

FE Cast

BAERE B R Mu Guiying: Chen Fei B Wk Drum: Xu Xuyang
Rk RIBME Yang Zongbao: Wu Fenghua F OB W Lead Hugin: Ye Yiqun
TR HERREE Yang Yanzhao: Lou Huigin

NEBEE : #R% Zhao Defang (The Eighth Prince): Lou Zhouying

& B B Jiao Zan: He Menglai

2 R:T B Meng Liang: Ding Yuan

Z%j:}% ilTES She Taijun: Hu Guomei

I\ M PR Yang Bajie: Chen Wenting

/RS N Yang Jiumei: Xie Xiao

B N B Mu Gua: Pan Qin

mARE B H Xiao Tianzuo: Zhu Qing

HE 4 WHER Huang Qiongnu: Shen Jiamin

¥ 4 BAE Xiao Jin: Tu Shaohua
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The running time of the performance is approximately
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Three Glimpses of the Princess
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The story is told through ‘three visits” the first visit sees love in the air; the second confirms mutual romantic feelings; the
couple vow their love to each other in the third. The play is poetic, romantic and atmospheric.

Liu Jinding, a princess, visits a temple. The son of a minister Feng Jiajin disguises himself as a villager to get a glimpse of
the princess. The two fall in love at first sight. Liu Jinding misses Feng after she returns to the palace. Feng Jiajin disguises
himself as a physician and makes his way to the palace to get another glimpse of Jinding. At the follow up consultation, Feng
Jiajin gets a third glimpse at Liu Jinding and confesses his love. Jinding gives Jiajin the connected brushes gifted to her by
the emperor and makes vows to love Jiajin forever. The matter is found out by Liu Tianhua, the father of Liu Jinding. Jiajin
is charged for flirting with a royal and is sentenced to execution. Liu Jinding negotiates with the emperor, who pardons Feng
Jiajin and gives his blessings to the marriage between Liu Jinding and Feng Jiajin.

¥—3% EH¥ Scene 1 Returning in Victory
=% HE Scene2 At the Temple

¥$=% & Scene3 A Tirade from the Father
FWME  RR Scene 4  Lovesick

- ‘:}’i%’f* E’r ‘}’ﬂﬁ‘fﬁ Intermission of 15 minutes —

¥53 E#K Scene 5 The Portrait

Exg  HER Scene 6 Visiting the Princess

£Lt% AR Scene 7 The Consultation

N\ WE Scene 8  Bestowing the Brush

g% E% Scene 9 At the Execution Ground

FiE Cast

HAex REHE Liu Jinding: Wu Fenghua 3 B VA Drum: Yang Liben
g - RATE Feng Jiajin: Wu Suying E R ) Lead Hugin: Ye Yiqun
BIRAb - REE Liu Tianhua: Lou Huigin

O PERE Qiaolian: Chen Wenting

E M MEM Yumei: Zhao Jiayuan

HEW - PR Feng Leishang: He Menglai

% EFR M Qinshu: Zhang Lin

& H R Bigui: Tu Shaohua

E B & K Medical Doctor: Pan Qin

E 4R Old Manservant: Zheng Min
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L B T& Wu Fenghua
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Wu Fenghua is a National Class One Performer and two-time winner of the Plum Blossom Award
for Chinese Theatre. Trained in xiaosheng (young male) role under Fan Ruijuan. She is a winner of
many major awards, including the Class One Performer Award at the Sth Zhejiang Theatre Festival,
the Outstanding Performance Awards at the 7th, 9th, 10th and 12th Zhejiang Theatre Festival, plus
a Grand Prix for Performance at the 11th Zhejiang Theatre Festival, the Distinguished Xiaobaihua
Award and the Golden Artistry Award at the 2nd Zhejiang Province Xiaobaihua Showcase, the
Gold Award at the China Xiaobaihua Festival of Yue Opera, the Lead Actor Award at the 15th
Shanghai Magnolia Performing Arts Award, the Outstanding Performance Award at the 10th China
Theatre Festival, the Goodwill Award at the Sth China-Japan Theatre Exchange, the 15th Wen Hua
Award for Performance and the 13th and 25th Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre.

LA 25 3% Wu Suying
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Wu Suying is a National Class One Performer and winner of the Plum Blossom Award for Chinese
Theatre. She specialises in huadan (young female) role, trained under Lu Ruiying. She won the
Distinguished Xiaobaihua Award and the Golden Artistry Award at the 2nd Zhejiang Province
Xiaobaihua Showcase, the 1st Zhejiang Star of Chinese Traditional Theatre Award, the Class One
Performer Award at the Sth Zhejiang Theatre Festival, the Outstanding Performance Award at
the 7th, 10th and 12th Zhejiang Theatre Festival, plus a Grand Prix for Performance in the 11th
Zhejiang Theatre Festival, the Gold Award at the 1st China Xiaobaihua Festival of Yue Opera, Ten
Best Performer at the 2nd China Yue Opera Festival, a nomination for the Lead Actor Award at the
20th Shanghai Magnolia Performing Arts Award and the 24th Plum Blossom Award for Chinese
Theatre.
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Chen Fei is a National Class One Performer and winner of the Plum Blossom Award for Chinese
Theatre. She specialises in huadan (young female) role, trained under Fu Quanxiang. She won
the Distinguished Xiaobaihua Award and the Golden Artistry Award at the 2nd Zhejiang Province
Xiaobaihua Showcase, the Zhejiang Province Star of Chinese Opera Award, the Golden Lotus
Award at the Lianhualao Ditty Singing Competition of Zhejiang, the Class One Performer Award
at the 5th Zhejiang Theatre Festival, the Outstanding Performance Award at the 7th, 9th, 10th and
12th Zhejiang Theatre Festival, the Gold Award at the China Xiaobaihua Festival of Yue Opera,
a nomination for the Lead Actor Award at the 25th Shanghai Magnolia Performing Arts Award,
followed by the Lead Actor Award at the 27th Shanghai Magnolia Performing Arts Award and the
22nd Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre.

F-1E 2 Yu Weiping
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Yu Weiping is a National Class One Performer. She specialises in the wenwusheng (civil and
military male) role but also performs laosheng (old man) role, trained under Xu Yulan. She won
the Distinguished Xiaobaihua Award at the Shaoxing City Xiaobaihua Showcase, the Outstanding
Performance Award at the Shaoxing City Theatre Festival, the Star of Chinese Traditional Theatre
of Shaoxing City, a Xiaobaihua Award at the 2nd Zhejiang Province Xiaobaihua Showcase,
two Performance Awards at the 8th and 9th Zhejiang Theatre Festival, and the Outstanding
Performance Award at the 12th Zhejiang Theatre Festival, Zhejiang Star of Chinese Traditional
Theatre Awardand Assistant Director Award at the 11th Shaoxing City Theatre Festival.




SR¥E Zhang Lin
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Zhang Lin is a National Class One Performer and winner of the Plum Blossom Award for Chinese
| Theatre. She specialises in xiaosheng (young male) role, trained under Yue Meiti. She won the
Gold Award — Professional Section (First Prize) and a Rising Star Award at the 2nd All China
Yue Opera Singing Competition, the Silver Award at the Red Prunus Award for Chinese Theatre,
the Gold Award at the Shaoxing City Competition for Young Performers in Excerpt in Traditional
Theatre in 2012, the Special Performance Award at the 12th Shaoxing City Theatre Festival, the
Golden Laurel Performance Award at the 2nd Zhejiang Theatre Award, a nomination for Lead
Actor Award at the 23rd Shanghai Magnolia Performing Arts Award and winner of the 28th Plum
Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre.

£ Z 2% Lou Huigin
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Lou Huiqin is a National Class Three Performer specialises in /aosheng (old man) role. She won
the Class Two Award for Performance at the 10th Shaoxing City Theatre Festival, the Class Three
Award at the 11th Shaoxing City Competition for Young Performers in Excerpt in Traditional

A ) <"~ Theatre and the Silver Award at the Shaoxing City Competition for Excerpt in Traditional Theatre
0\ in 2015.
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Advisor (Director): Yang Xiaoqing

Artistic Director: Wu Fenghua

Company Director: Chen Jingao

Stage Manager: Zhang Xinyao

Executive Director: Bo Jiawen

Stage Art Designer: Ye Ruifang

Makeup Artist: Dong Yan

Lighting Designer: Hu Baogen, Shi Huiliang

Computer Light Programmer: Zhao Xinghua

Sound: Shou Nan, Zhang Jie

Stage Installation: Zhang Songda

Props: Zhang Guanlin

Costume: Shou Lanfang, Xiang Liying

Headdress: Xie Jun

Surtitle: Tong Tingting

Publicity: Shen Liping, Zhang Gangle, Qian Binbin

Cast:

Wu Fenghua, Wu Suying, Chen Fei, Zhang Lin, Yu Weiping,
Pan Qin, Hu Guomei, Chen Wenting, Lou Huigin, He Menglai,
Qiu Zaiping, Zheng Min, Ding Liping, He Jin, Lou Zhouying,
Ding Yuan, Tu Shaohua, Xie Xiao, Chen Yan, Zhou Yanping,
Zhu Qing, Shen Jiamin, Sun Qinfei, Zhao Jiayuan, Pan Jiaying,
Zhang Yifei, Zhou Yi, Qian Jiahe, Hu Yiqgi, Chen Menger,

Han Mengsha, Sun Dangian, Zhao Peng, Chen Bo, Huang Jianan,
Qian Shiying, Zhao Zihao, Zhao Shihang

Musicians:

Ding Huahua, Wang Bingfu, Yang Liben, Xu Jianhang, Ruan Mintao,
Xu Xuyang, Ye Yiqun, Zhang Lingling, Xiang Jiang, Zhong Heqin,
Yan Chuanfang, Yang Jun, Huang Yidian, Cui Hanggi, Sun Jiaojiao,
Chen Xiaolan

Stage Art:

Dai Honggi, Ruan Jiali, Zhang Yang, Zhang Zhongfei, Zhang Dahui,
Shen Guangging, Lu Yajun, Guo Lei, He Yajuan, Wu Danfeng

Co-ordinator: Shanghai Opera Association (HK)
House Programme Information Translation:
Multilingual Translation Service, KCL Language Consultancy Ltd.

English Translation of Surtitles:
KCL Language Consultancy Ltd.



CHINESE OPFRA FESTIVAL

14.6-12:8

fiH Programme H# Date %[ Time % Venue

Pt H — FigEsM (RAERD)  146/6  7:30pm  EETESOANE

Opening Programme - The Palace of Eternal 17/6 2:30pm Grand Theatre,
Life by Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe Hong Kong Cuitural Centre

WHLAR B GREREMORER 2236 730pm SUSSHEREE

o B R E I AR D 2w Bt VSR,
Xinchang Diaogiang Heritage Protection and Sl Unaete BE s
Development Centre of Zhejiang and Pingdiao

Art Heritage Centre of Ninghai

fit W e 0 e 29-30/6  7:30pm  ERASEER
Fujian Puxian Theatre . Theatre,
k7 £39pHa Hong Kong City Hall
AL/ AE R 1921/7  7:30pm  EBXEFOAEE
Xiaobaihua Yue Opera Troupe of Shaoxing Grand Theatre,
Hong Kong Cultural Ceritre
22{7 7:30pm EMAREEER
Auditorium,

Tuen Mun Town Hall

175 74 15 L o O A 3 1 3-4/8  7:30pm  BLEENE

A Tale of Two Genres - Xigin Opera and 5/8 2:30pm Theatre,
Traditional Cantonese Opera Ko Shan Theatre
) (S o e ) 7-8/8 7:30pm FALERLARE
Cantonese Opera The Return of Lady Wenji Grand Theatre
Hong Kong Cultural Centre
12/8 2:30pm TMARERRE
Audilorium,

Tuen Mun Town Hall

o 3R o Kl e — R 10-12/8  7:30pm  EBXLRLKEER
Tﬁ@fﬂﬂﬁ%& Grand Theatre,

Second Troupe of the China National Peking beodceng Gudre, Coneg

Opera Company: A Showcase of Cheng School
Classics

il Enguiries:

igﬁ zgﬁﬁéﬁ‘i::"}” MR Mobike Ticketing App [0 Mg ]
Ilﬁi’! Booking: ] m

2111 5999 (£ Credic Card) anpTX 3
www.urbtix.hk (3 L Interner)

o
TR Trailer Www.l:ﬂf.gﬂ?.hk




