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Dear Patrons,

To avoid undue disturbance to the performers and other members of the audience, please switch
off your mobile phones and any other sound and light emitting devices before the performance. We
also forbid eating and drinking, as well as unauthorised photography, audio and video recordings in
the auditorium. Thank you for your co-operation.




-

14.6.2018 25m Thu| 7:30pm
-k {BEHZ)

Chapter One The Pledge

2

15.6.2018 255 ri | 7:30pm
B $2A(REAR)

Chapter Two The Dance of the Rainbow and
Feathery Garments

1662018 £ 55 Sat | 7:30pm
$ZACBRER)

Chapter Three The Mutiny at Mawei

17.6.2018 28 sun | 2:30pm
$ox(AETA)

Chapter Four The Lovers’ Reunion

Shanghai Kunqu
Opera Troupe
The Palace of Eternal Life

HEMIEE Extension Activity

%A ﬁ% Meet-the -Artists:
RA B — BRAM—B&E R

Our Journey through The Palace of Eternal Life
13.6.2018 (2#=Wed) 7:30pm
wE REC RE URE W BRE - fBRE

Speaker: Cai Zhengren, Li An, Shen Yili, Yu Bin, Luo Chenxue, Ni Xuhao

1 REH

Moderator: Chan Chun-miu

BRI H OTBOE 4 2 BE ok =
AC2, Level 4, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre



Lig R &

Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe
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Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe was established in 1978. The first director was the Kungu maestro Yu Zhenfei and
the present director is Gu Haohao. The troupe’s mission is to safeguard and transmit the art of Kungu. Among its
current members are accomplished artists, many of whom have won the Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre.
In 1986 the troupe was awarded by the Ministry of Culture the Number One Award in Reviving Kunqu Opera. It is
acclaimed to be ‘a first-class troupe’. Since its establishment the troupe has re-enacted about 300 traditional extracts
and 60 full-scale full-length plays, while creating new productions with new scripts. The most acclaimed pieces in its
repertoire include The Peony Pavilion, The Palace of Eternal Life, The Lady Historian Ban Zhao and Ringing the Palace
Bell. Various productions of the troupe have won prizes including National Theatre Arts Best Production Award,

Wenhua Award, The Best Works Award, Chinese Theatre Award, China Kunqu Opera Arts Festival Outstanding
Production Award.

A HE Website: www.kunqu.sh.cn
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The Palace of Eternal Life— A Classic that is Ten Years in the Making
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Renowned literary figure and dramatist of the Qing dynasty Hong Sheng (1645-1704) dedicated over 10 years to
rewriting the poem The Song of Everlasting Regret of the Tang dynasty and Za Opera The Firmiana Rain of the Yuan
dynasty into the play The Palace of Eternal Life. A monumental work of 2 volumes in 50 acts, the original play was
published in 1688 (the 27th year of the Kangxi reign). It was soon taken onto the stage as a Kunqu Opera, and was
such a sensation in the capital city that it changed Hong’s life from that point on. Hong’s depiction of the story gives
equal emphasis on history and romance. The touching narration of true love between Emperor Xuanzong of Tang
and his favourite concubine, Lady Yang Yuhuan, is pitched against the background of the An Lushan Rebellion and
the subsequent decline of the Tang dynasty from its prime. The fascinating depiction of the playwright allows the
characters to freely travel between the mortal world, the underworld and the heavenly realm, meeting up, conversing
and pouring out their hearts as mortals, spirits and celestials. The play is therefore regarded as one of the best of the

Ming and Qing period in history.

For 300 years since the premiere of The Palace of Eternal Life, many top notch Kunqu Opera troupes and actors had
gained fame for their renditions of the work. But later, with the popularization of excerpts (or episodic plays) and the
decline of the elitist ‘Elegant’ category of sung music (which lost the status battle to the plebeian, perhaps more vulgar,
‘Floral’ category), the full-length version of The Palace of Eternal Life had once almost totally disappeared from the
stage. For many years, only less than 10 excerpts were in the stock repertory of the performing troupes. The episodic
nature also took away the sense of continuity of the storyline. To address this phenomenon, the Shanghai Kunqu
Opera Troupe took up the mission of reviving Hong Sheng’s play by inviting many renowned experts and academics
on Chinese opera as advisers and consultants, adapted and trimmed the script while paying attention to the retention
of the essence of the original, and blending the elegance of the classic with modern aesthetics. The full-length version
of The Palace of Eternal Life was premiered in 2007. With its excellent control of dramatic tension and the depiction
of the ‘hands of fate’ for the protagonists, it has proved itself to be a captivating watch for audiences over time.

The uniqueness of The Palace of Eternal Life lies as much in the narrative of the love story or history as in the
complexity of its conceit and theme. The revival has brought back the heyday of Kungu and the brilliance of the full-
length version, recalls the purism and finesse that have almost disappeared in the art form, and evokes the nostalgia
and emotional reactions that have become so rare coming from the stage. Over the decade, The Palace of Eternal
Life has undergone numerous revisions and fine-tuning, from music, set design, lighting, costumes, styling to props.
Stringent attention has been paid to the change of scenes, the dance formations, arrangement of vocal parts, music
arrangement and instrumentation, while attempting to preserve the unique flavours of Kungu. The set and costume
designs are done in the utmost detail, down to the drapes and chair covers, gold hairpins or inlaid boxes. The
essential classical aura is worked out from the modern perspective. Using the past to inspire the future, it is not just a
perpetuation of the cultural heritage of Kungu as an art, but also a reinforcement of its meanings and values.

A classic that is ten years in the making, The Palace of Eternal Life is the crystallization of the dedication and
perseverance of the Kungu artists in guarding their artistic heritage.
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Emperor Xuanzong of Tang takes Yang Yuhuan for a concubine and gives her a title of ladyship. As a token of love,
the Emperor gives Yang a gold hairpin along with a jewel box. Meanwhile, An Lushan, the defeated frontier general,
wagges around and shows his ferocity after he bribed Lady Yang's cousin, the Prime Minister Yang Guozhong, to
have his life spared. The dissolute Emperor has an affair with Lady Yang's sister, the Duchess of Guo. Lady Yang is

dismissed from the imperial palace because of her jealousy. She cuts off a lock of her hair and gives it to the Emperor,
once more uniting the two lovers.

B—3% BHE  Scenel Prologue
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In the world of love throughout history, who stays true until the end? During the era of Tianbao, Emperor Xuanzong
of Tang and his concubine Yang Yuhuan faced life and death together as one. They eventually reunited as a true
couple.

B8 EW  Scene2 VowsofLove
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During the era of Tianbao, the country is united, peaceful and prosperous. The beauty of Yang Yuhuan stuns the

palace. Emperor Xuanzong of Tang bestows the title of Imperial Concubine onto her, gifting her a golden hairpin
and a jewel box to pledge his love, and promises to grow old with her.

$=85; JWHMWE Scene3 Bribing for Power
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An Lushan takes his Liao enemies too lightly and fails his battle at the border, and surely cannot escape from
the penalty of death. As he enters the capital city, he secretly bribes key persons, including Prime Minister Yang
Guozhong, and asks for mercy for his life. Yang Guozhong promises that he will make things work.

%P4 FHMWE  Scene4 Spring Slumer
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The exceedingly beautiful Lady Yang wakes up in spring. The Emperor is particularly fond of her and moves his

government affairs to the harem. Unknowingly, he pardons An Lushan’s death penalty and gives him duties at the
capital city to observe any upcoming contribution to the country.

$HY B Scene5 Spring Outing
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Emperor Xuanzong and Lady Yang have a short trip along Qu River together with the sisters of Lady Yang: the
Duchesses of Qin, Han and Guo. A fleet of carriages creates dusts and smokes on their way. Women from the

villages and rich people gather to watch. An Lushan rides on his own, chasing and appreciating the beauty of the
three duchesses.

- gk B+ T8 Intermission of 15 minutes —



BN BEEF Scene6 Surprise
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The Duchess of Guo is a natural beauty. Emperor Xuanzong asks her to keep them company at Wangchun Pavilion.
After rounds of drinks, the Emperor and the Duchess of Guo cast glances of love. Lady Yang is afraid that her

love from the Emperor would be taken away. She does not welcome the Duchess of Guo to stay in the palace. The
Emperor is rather angry.

L% EB Scene7 Bliss
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Rumour in the palace has it that the Duchess of Guo has slept with the Emperor. The Duchess of Han comes to
congratulate and to find out the truth. The sisters discuss and agree that Lady Yang is becoming more and more
spoiled and unreasonable. As they discuss, they hear that Lady Yang is sent back to the mansion of her cousin, the
Prime Minister, after offending the Emperor. The sisters are shocked and ride on a carriage to rush to the mansion.

B\ BhZE  Scene8 Sacrificing her Hair
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Lady Yang is demoted and sent out of the palace. She weeps sadly. She visits the Imperial Library and looks at the
palace from a distance. Eunuch Gao Lishi greets Lady Yang and tells her about how the Emperor misses her. Yang

cuts some of her hair and asks Gao to send it to the Emperor. She hopes that the Emperor can forgive her and love
her again.

BIY 188 Scene9 Return to the Palace
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Emperor Xuanzong misses Lady Yang in the palace. He is sorry to have her sent out. Gao Lishi sees through the
Emperor’s mind and takes the opportunity to present Yang’s hair. The Emperor asks Yang to come back to the palace.
The couple reunites and are even more in love than before.

FH Cast

FEAE @ iR Emperor Xuanzong of Tang: Ni Xuhao
BEE (HGER): BRE Lady Yang (Yang Yuhuan): Luo Chenxue
Lkl BHF An Lushan: An Xinyu

mht . B Gao Lishi: Hou Zhe

W . R Yang Guozhong: Wu Shuang

A R Storyteller: Zhang Weiwei

WL B Leading Singer: Tang Popo

G P Drum: Lin Feng
G R Dizi: Yang Ziyin
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Chapter Two The Dance of the Rainbow and Feathery Garments
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Lady Yang hears some enchanting music in her dream, and she composes and performs The Dance of the Rainbow
and Feathery Garments according to it. Atthe same time, Guo Ziyi has been appointed the commissioner for Tiande,
and carries the heavy burden of serving the state. Emperor Xuanzong orders the envoys to deliver Lady Yang's favorite
fruit, fresh lychee, to please her. The envoys cut across the fields, trampling crops and men underfoot. Meanwhile,

An Lushan drills his troops in the battlefield and prepares to march on Chang'an. Emperor Xuanzong indulges in the
enjoyment of music, dancing and women despite the omens of danger.

B—8 EHPE  Scenel Prologue
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In the world of love throughout history, who stays true until the end? During the era of Tianbao, Emperor Xuanzong
of Tang and his concubine Yang Yuhuan faced life and death together as one. They eventually reunited as a true
couple.

BN g - e Scene2 Listening to Music — Transcribing the Score
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Feeling sympathised with Lady Yang, who was the Penglai Fairy in her past life, the Moon Goddess asks celestial
maidens to take Yang’s soul to the Moon Palace in her dream to listen to the celestial music played by the maidens. Yang
tries to remember what she heard in her dream and the melodies are still in her head. She makes music notations of 7%e
Dance of the Rainbow and Feathery Garments. When the Emperor sees the score, he exclaims that this is a musical piece
that should only belong to heaven. He asks Li Guinian to lead an opera troupe in learning the music.

W= B¢ Scene3 Suspicion
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The grand aspirations of General Guo Ziyi are yet to actualise. He visits a wine house and drinks in melancholy.
Seeing that imperial relatives such as Yang Guozhong, the Duchesses of Han, Guo and Qin, as well as foreign
generals such as An Lushan are bragging about their wealth and power, Guo Ziyi is furious and is anxious with the
state’s affairs. Just then, a message is sent — Guo Ziyi is now bestowed the title of Commander Tiande and he is to
report duty immediately.

B HEH Scene4 Tribute of Lychees
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Lady Yang loves to eat lychee. The Emperor asks Fuzhou and Hainan to present the fruit as tributes. Envoys rush
day and night on horses to deliver lychees to the capital city. On their way, crops in the fields are stepped on and
civilians are hurt. A poor blind fortune teller is stepped to death by a dashing horse.

BHY; 3B Scene5 The Disc Dance
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Emperor Xuanzong hosts a banquet to celebrate Lady Yang’s birthday. Lychees arrive. Lady Yang tastes the fresh
fruit. The Emperor summons Li Guinian and the opera troupe, asking them to play The Dance of the Rainbow
and Feathery Garments. Lady Yang jumps onto a disc and dances. The Emperor plays the drum to accompany the
performance. After the dance, Emperor Xuanzong gives Lady Yang a small fragrant parcel.

6
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BAY REME  Scene 6 Battle for Power
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Yang Guozhong and An Lushan battle for power as the preferred ministers of Emperor Xuanzong, setting each other
up. Yang Guozhong reports to the Emperor that An Lushan, a foreigner, is disloyal to the country, while An Lushan
blames Yang Guozhong for being a corrupted officer. The Emperor thinks that if his prime minister and general have
grudges, it would be difficult for them to run the government together. He deploys An Lushan to be the military
governor of Fanyang and military power is allocated to him.

BtY WA  Scene7 Evening Lament
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Lady Yang is highly vigilant about Lady Mei, who has already been demoted to a neglected chamber. She is afraid
that Emperor Xuanzong still has feelings with his late favourite lover. One day, the Emperor thinks of Lady Mei
and asks her to come to his chamber to spend the night. Lady Yang is jealous and furious. She intends to barge into
the Cuihua Pavilion during the night, but palace maid Yongxin and Niannu persuades her not to. Lady Yang calms
herself down and is sleepless during the night.

B\ 2 Scene8 Complaints in the Pavilion
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Lady Yang tracks down the Emperor and enters the Cuihua Pavilion at the break of dawn. The Emperor sends Lady
Mei away through the backdoor of the Pavilion. Lady Yang urges the Emperor to sit at court and forces Gao Lishi
to tell her what really happened. When Emperor Xuanzong sends his government officers away and returns to his
chamber, Lady Yang returns the hairpin and the jewel box — the pledge of love given to her by the Emperor. The

Emperor consoles her and the couple reminisces on their love.

BNy BB Scene9 Military Power
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Now that his army is strong and powerful, An Lushan shows his true rebellious side. He deploys his military force
and is prepared to rebel against the imperial court. He asks his foreign soldiers and generals from 32 troops to train

and practise their martial skills. They are eyeing Chang’an and are ready to fight.

F Cast

B . RE Emperor Xuanzong of Tang: Li An
BRI . B Lady Yang: Shen Yili

ZrEl . BHF An Lushan: An Xinyu
Bhtl kEE Gao Lishi: Zhu Linyan
B . R Yang Guozhong: Wu Shuang
B 2R Guo Ziyi: Miao bin
HEN . REE Storyteller: Zhang Weiwei
SHIE - WEm Leading Singer: Jiang Ke

G B Drum: Gao Jun

ﬁlﬁ’i . i Dizi: Yang Ziyin
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Chapter Three The Mutiny at Mawei
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On the 7th evening of the 7th lunar month, Emperor Xuanzong and Lady Yang vow in the imperial garden to be husband
and wife in every fresh life and never be parted. While they are singing and drinking in the imperial palace, An
Lushan rebels and enters the Tongguan Pass, with the aim to take the capital. Emperor Xuanzong flees westward
to Chengdu, but his escort troops turns into a mob at the Mawei station. The troops slay Prime Minister Yang, Lady
Yang's cousin, and demand that Lady Yang be put to death. While the Emperor refuses to comply, Lady Yang sees no
way out and agrees to sacrifice herself to exchange for the Emperor’s safety. Having no choice, the Emperor, torn,
gives in. Lady Yang then hangs herself with a white silk cord. Emperor Xuanzong takes shelter from the rain at Sword

Pavilion. Listening to the sounds of the rain and the bells under the roof as the wind blows, he misses Lady Yang and
is completely devastated.

%—Y% ML  Scenel Prologue
A o PIFEMZOOER 2 FEREREAER - R - WA ER > AU L > K pUE -
In the world of love throughout history, who stays true until the end? During the era of Tianbao, Emperor Xuanzong

of Tang and his concubine Yang Yuhuan faced life and death together as one. They eventually reunited as a true
couple.

B0 fd#t Scene2 Reconnaissance
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SR S PR RRA T - T RRAR A S o DU o

Guo Ziyi is promoted to the rank of the Prefect of Lingwu. He is always anxious with An Lushan’s rebellious
intentions. A scout is sent to Fanyang to probe intelligence. The scout sees signs that An Lushan is secretly building
up his military power and deceiving the imperial court. Guo Ziyi trains his armies to prepare for the worst.

B=3 B Scene3 Stealing a Glance at the Pool
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Emperor Xuanzong is now only fond of Lady Yang. The couple take a bath together at Huaqing Pool. Deeply in

love, they share playful, romantic moments at the pool. Yongxin and Niannu cannot help but peep into the pool.

BN BE Scene4  Secret Vow
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In the evening of the 7th day of the 7th lunar month, Lady Yang and Emperor Xuanzong are at the Palace of Eternal
Life. They ask the stars of Altair and Goddess Weaver to be their witnesses and make vows under the sky. They vow
to be husband and wife through eternity. Up in heaven, Altair and Goddess Weaver are moved by their true love.

SHY PGB Scenes Storming Tongguan
ZRRIRETE I S R B o WP R AT RN RORE o W8 o ZARILBOEER - BFRE o
An Lushan launches his rebellion at Fanyang and fights his way to Tongguan Pass. Geshu Han, the general of

defence at Tongguan Pass, is defeated by the rebels and captured. An Lushan takes over Tongguan Pass and makes
his way to clean off Chang’an.



B B Scene6 Mutiny
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Emperor Xuanzong and Lady Yang are having drinks and appreciating flowers in the imperial garden. As they are

enjoying themselves, the news that An Lushan has revolted arrives. Tongguan Pass has fallen. Emperor Xuanzong is

shaken and he decides to flee to Chengdu.

—higK B+ T4 Intermission of 15 minutes —

LY MWE  Scene7 Deathof Lady Yang
TR  REEG R UKAARRE - BT RHGEER - B5EREHRL » THE#
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Having travelled to Mawei station, grievances about the Yangs break out in the army. After they have executed Yang
Guozhong, the army claims that they must also kill Lady Yang or they will not offer protection to the Emperor. Lady
Yang sacrifices herself to keep Emperor Xuanzong alive. She hangs herself and takes her own life. The Emperor has
no choice but to let that happen, despite he never wants to part with Lady Yang.

BANE EB - ek Scene 8 Chase in the Netherworld — Pleading with the Deity

Vo B AR B A — R > ACB PEFE 2 o S AR AR BT 3 OB 0 50 3 IR REASERE ~ SRR R > 3
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After her death, Lady Yang becomes a wandering ghost. She still wants to be by the side of the Emperor. She

remembers how her siblings manipulated power and how they sinned before she died. She repents. The Goddess
Weaver sympathises with Lady Yang and descends to the mortal world to offer help.

B B8 Scene9 Bell Chimes
Fi B L A A PR Y o PR A B R BRI M B 8 - SR - AT B

Emperor Xuanzong takes shelter from the rain at Sword Pavilion. Listening to the sounds of the rain and the bells
under the roof as the wind blows, he misses Lady Yang and is completely devastated.

F Cast

FEHPE o ZEIEAC () / Emperor Xuanzong of Tang: Cai Zhengren (former part) /
R (%) Li An (latter part)

BRI . K Lady Yang: Yu Bin

TR BT An Lushan: An Xinyu

mht . EE Gao Lishi: Tan Xiao

WEE . EE&W Yang Guozhong: Wang Jinyu

BT 2R Guo Ziyi: Ji Yunfeng

AN L RAERE Storyteller: Zhang Weiwei

SHNE . GrEEE - 5w Leading Singer: Tang Popo & Jiang Ke

il G Drum: Li Qi

ik I Dizi: Qian Yin
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Chapter Four The Lovers’ Reunion
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Pipa master Lei Haiging angrily rebukes An Lushan for his traitorous act, and An Lushan is disappointed and retreats
to his chamber. Guo Ziyi suppresses the rebellion and retakes the capital while An Lushan is assassinated by his
adopted son. The Emperor misses Lady Yang and has a temple built and her statue placed in it. He is overwhelmed
with both the sweet and the bitter memories when he sees the statue. Lady Yang, who was once the Penglai Fairy, is

restored to her place among the fairies, and returns to the fairy mountain. Through a necromancer, the couple meets
in the Guanghan Palace of the moon, and remains as lovers in the highest heaven.
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In the world of love throughout history, who stays true until the end? During the era of Tianbao, Emperor Xuanzong
of Tang and his concubine Yang Yuhuan faced life and death together as one. They eventually reunited as a true
couple.
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An Lushan takes down Chang’an and hosts a banquet for all surrendered ministers of the Tang dynasty by the Ningbi

Pool in the palace. He orders the opera troupe to entertain them with music. Pipa master Lei Haiging scolds An
Lushan at court, saying, ‘What a sinner! You deserve to be killed” An Lushan is disappointed and retreats to his
chamber. His adopted son Li Zhu'er, who intends to usurp the throne, secretly enters An’s chamber when the night is
dark and assassinates An.
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The spirit of Lady Yang wanders with the wind at the slope of Mawei. Her unresolved resolution is the lingering love
between herself and the Emperor. She cannot forget about this love after countless misfortunes. Lady Yang was the
Penglai Fairy in her past life, but she was demoted to the mortal world after making a minor mistake. For this, the
Goddess Weaver descends to the mortal world and asks the Earth God to help her locate Lady Yang. The two arrive
at Lady Yang’s tomb and revive Lady Yang’s body with holy water; the spirit and the body of Lady Yang reunite. The
revived Lady Yang picks up the hairpin and jewel box that were buried with her and ascends to heaven.
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Outside Chang’an, Guo Ziyi is battling with the rebellious foreign generals Shi Siming and He Qiannian. When
the news of the death of An Lushan reaches the battlefield, the rebels fall apart. Chang’an is restored.
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As Emperor Xuanzong returns to the palace, he builds a temple in Chengdu to honour Lady Yang. A statue of Lady
Yang is made for people to worship at the temple. The Emperor gives three libations and cries, “T'ill we meet again,
we can talk about my difficulties, my fears and my sadness...” The statue of Lady Yang is in tears.

- KB+ F A8 Intermission of 15 minutes —
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In the countryside of Jinling, a temple festival is held at Jiufeng Temple. Li Guinian, the leader of the opera troupe
has wandered here. He is poor and sings in the street with his pipa, and those who have survived the mutiny sit down

and listen to his singing, “The drum rolls at Yuyang; the palace is now desolate, but this old man with white hair
survives. I will sing out the rise and fall of the Emperor.’
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Night has fallen. Emperor Xuanzong goes to the Phoenix Court. Looking at the bright moon, he thinks about his
beloved concubine and manages to fall asleep. Lady Yang comes to his dream. The couple hopes to continue their
love and reunite. They sit down and talk to each other about their worries.

BN B3 - FI Scene8 Looking for the Spirit — Love Cherished
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Emperor Xuanzong plans to bury Lady Yang properly, but only to find an empty tomb. He is sure that his beloved
concubine is still alive and asks Yang Tongyou to look for the spirit of Lady Yang. Lady Yang’s name is not listed in
the registry of the Palace of the Netherworld, but she is nowhere to be seen in the mortal world either. Yang Tongyou
ascends to heaven. When the Goddess Weaver finds out the old emperor is still in love with Lady Yang, she knows
this is a love that can withstand life and death, and they still honour their vows of love. The Goddess Weaver asks

Yang Tongyou to go to Penglai Pavilion. Yang Tongyou finally finds Lady Yang. He takes half of the hairpin and half
of the jewel box back to the Tang palace.
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On the 15th day of the 8th lunar month, Emperor Xuanzong visits the Guanghan Palace of the moon and reunites
with Lady Yang. They are the perfect couple and the envy of others. They stay true to each other, leaving a love that
is admired by later generations.

F W Cast

FEIIE © BRR Emperor Xuanzong of Tang:Li An
BRI . & Lady Yang: Yu Bin

gkl . BHE An Lushan:  An Xinyu
ot SR Gao Lishi: Hu Gang
R BR Li Guinian: ~ Miao Bin

BT 2R Guo Ziyi: Ji Yunfeng
HEN . REE Storyteller: Zhang Weiwei
SENE G Leading Singer: Tang Popo
g 2 Drum: LiQi

A BE Dixi: Qian Yin
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Cai Zhengren is a prestigious Kunqu artist of ‘National Treasure’ standing, and a National Class One Performer, former Director
of Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe. He is trained under Maestro Yu Zhenfei and the venerable Chuan-generation of
Kunqu Opera artists - Shen Chuanzhi and Zhou Chuanying at the Shanghai Opera School. His specialism is in xiaosheng (civil
male) roles, but is particularly adept in guansheng (crown-wearing male) roles. Cai became a representative bearer of Kunqu
as a National Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2008, and was the winner of the 4th Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre,
the Lead Actor Award at the 5th Magnolia Awards for Theatre in Shanghai, the Meitorious Performance Award at the 1st Kunqu

Festival of China, the top honoree for Outstanding Performance at the 13th Wenhua Awards, the Special Honorary Award at the
4th Kunqu Festival of China and the Outstanding Service Award at the 6th Literary Arts Award in Shangai etc.
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Li An is a National Class One Performer specialised in xiaosheng roles. He was among the
3rd batch of artists completing the Kunqu Performers’ Training Course. He was trained under Yue Meiti, Cai Zhengren and
Zhou Zhigang who are the first generation mentees of Maestro Yu Zhenfei. He won the 26th Plum Blossom Award for Chinese
Theatre, the Lead Actor Award at the 15th Shanghai Magnolia Performing Arts Award, the 4th China Kunqu Opera Arts Festival

Outstanding Young Performer Award, the 5th China Kunqu Opera Arts Festival Outstanding Performance Award, the 10th China
Arts Festival Outstanding Performance Award etc.
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ShenYili is a National Class One Performer who was among the 3rd batch of artists completing
the Kunqu Performers’ Training Course, and holds an MFA degree conferred by the Shanghai Theatre Academy. She specialises
in guimendan roles and is a protégé of Wang Yingzhi, and later received personal guidance and teaching from famous Kunqu
Opera artists as Zhang Jingxian, Zhang Xunpeng, Hua Wenyi, Zhang Jiging, Shen Shihua, Wang Fengmei, Liang Guyin and

Wang Zhiquan etc. She won the 28th Plum Blossom Award for Chinese Theatre, the 1st China Kunqu Opera Arts Festival
Outstanding Performance Award, the Leading Performer Award at the 11th Shanghai Magnolia Performing Arts Award etc.
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Yu Bin is a National Class One Performer who was among the 3rd batch of artists completing
the Kunqu Performers’ Training Course, and graduated from School of Chinese Opera and Dance of the Shanghai Theatre
Academy, majoring in Chinese opera performance. She specialises in guimendan roles and zhengdan roles. She is a protégé
of Wang Yingzhi and Zhu Xiaoyu, and later received personal teaching from Kunqu Opera artists Zhang Jingxian, Zhang
Xunpeng and Liang Guyin. She won the Excellent Performance Award in the Kunqu New Talents Showcase, the Gold Award
in the 2nd National Chinese opera Performance Red Plum Blossom Competition, the 4th and the 5th China Kunqu Opera Arts
Festival Outstanding Performance Award, and the Cultural Talents Award of the Shanghai Cultural Talents Foundation.
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Luo Chenxue is a National Class One Performer specialised in guimendan roles. She trained
under many Kunqu virtuosi such as Hu Jinfang, Gong Yinlei, Kong Aiping and Xu Yunxiu, and in 2012, became the formal
disciple of Zhang Jingxian. Luo was named one of the ‘Ten Best Budding Artists’ at the All China Showcase of Kunqu Troupes,
and was the winner of the Gold Flower Award at the 3rd and 4th Red Prunus Cup competition, an Outstanding Performance
Award at the 4th Kunqu Festival of China, the Outstanding Performance Award at the 9th China Arts Festival, a Gold Award at
the 5th Red Prunus Cup competition, and the Supporting Actor Award at the 26th Magnolia Awards for Theatre in Shanghai etc.
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Ni Xuhao is specialised in wenwu xiaosheng (civil and military young male) roles. He
graduated from the Kunqu performance class of the Shanghai Theatre Academy and studied
under Kunqu Opera artists such as Yue Meiti, Cai Zhengren, Zhou Zhigang and Wang Taigi. Ni
is fully trained with solid fundamental skills, and versatile in both civil and martial performance, and portrays his personas with

handsome looks and sings a wide vocal range. He performed the fantasy garden version of The Peony Pavilion at the 2010
Shanghai World Expo, and was one of the top ten candidates in the Chinese Opera Most Popular Young Actor Contest in 2016.
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Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe — Production Team

Tour Leader / Executive Producer: Gu Haohao
Deputy Tour Leader: Shen Weimin

Advisor: Guo Hancheng, Liu Housheng,
Bai Xianyong, Yu Qiuyu

Planning: Cai Zhengren, Tang Sifu

Supervisor: Shi Jian

Packager: Zhang Yongliang & Wu Peng

Administrator and Coordinator: Xu Qingrong

Production Team
Original Screenplay: Hong Sheng (Qing dynasty)

Literary Advisor: ~ Wang Wenzhang, Ye Zhanghai
Script Arranger: ~ Tang Sifu

Principal Director: -~ Cao Qijing (Guest)

Director: Shen Bin, Zhang Mingrong
Artistic Director: ~ Cai Zhengren, Zhang Jingxian
Aria Adaptor: Gu Zhaolin (Guest)

Music Matching:  Li Liang

Percussion Composer: Li Xjaoping

Chief Stage Art Designer:  Liu Yuansheng (Guest)
Stage Art Designer: Liu Fusheng

Assistant Stage Art Designer: Ni Fang
Lighting Designer: Li Xisheng
Costume Designer:  Cheng Shuyi (Guest), Xu Hongging

Makeup Artist: Fu Fenglong, Dou Yunfeng
Choreographer: Gan Chunwei, Ding Yun
Dress-rehearsal Director: Shen Kuang

Technical Adviser:  Zhao Lei

Stage Manager: Ding Xiaochun

Stage Assistant: Lin Yan, Shi Zonghao

Clapper-loader: Shu Xiating, Lu Shanshan

Publicity: Chen Yingwu, Zhu Ming, Chen Chen,
Shi Wei, Wu Xinhui, Yuan Yuan, Zhao Liening

Photography: Liu Pan, Liu Gang (Guest),
Shen Lin (Guest), Long Shu (Guest),
Qi Qi (Guest), Hai Qingge (Guest),
Yang Yifan (Guest), Cao Qing (Guest)

Cast

Cai Zhengren, Li An, Shen Yili, Yu Bin, Luo Chenxue,
Ni Xuhao, Hou Zhe, Zhu Linyan, Tan Xiao, Hu Gang,
Miao Bin, Ji Yunfeng, An Xinyu, Wu Shuang,

Wang Jinyu, Tang Hong, Zhang Weiwei, Tao Siyu,
Tang Popo, Yuan Jia, Zhang Ting, Zhang Li,

Zhou Yimin, Zhao Lei, Zhou Zhe, Zhou Yali,

Lou Yunxiao, Zhang Yiyan, Han Xin, Lin Yan,

Sun Jinghua

Musicians
(Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe Orchestra)

Drum: Lin Feng (1st), Gao Jun (2nd),
Li Qi (3rd & 4th)

Dizi: Yang Ziyin (1st & 2nd),
Qian Yin (3rd & 4th)

Sheng: Weng Weiwei, Zhen Yueqi

Pipa: Yang Shengyi, Lii Baichao

Sanxian: ~ Wang Zhihao

Big Suone: ' Weng Weiwei, Chen Yingwu, Ye Yilou

Xindi: Ye Yilou

Gaohu: Zhu Ming

Erbu: Zhu Ming, Chen Yueting

Zhonghu:  Chen Xiaojun, Zhang Jin

Zhongruan: Lii Baichao, Yang Shengyi

Daruan: Liu Yan, Chen Juanjuan

Yanggin: Chen Yufang

Guzheng: ~ Lu Chenhuan

Puisheng:  Shu Ying

Gugin: Chen Yueting

Bells: Chen Jun

Daluo (Large Gong): Meng Qiaogen

Cymbals: ~ YuTianle

Xiaoluo (Small Gong): Zhang Guogiang
Sound Effect: Chen Jun

Stage Art

Lighting:  Li Bingchun, Li Jiajun

Stage Installation: ~ Zhang Meng, Zhang Jianshen,

Ji Xianyuan, Chen Yang

Sound: Luo Yufen, Zhou Jiawen, Ma Yidong

Props: Xu Lei, Zhang Yuzhi

Costume: ~ Xu Hongging, Chen Yu, Meng Fanjun

Headdress: Bao Xiao, Yang Zhiwen, Dou Yunfeng

Makeup:  Fu Fenglong, Fan Yili, Xia Yongfeng,
Lin Yuehuan

Surtitle: Zhang Jiawei

Co-ordinator:
Hong Kong Arts Performance Co. Ltd

House Programme Information Translation:

Multilingual Translation Services

English Translation of Surtitles:
Joanna C. Lee and Ciris Leung
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If you do not wish to keep the house programme, please leave it on your seat or return it to the admission point for recycling. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Thank you for attending the performance. If you have any comment on this performance or general view on the LCSD cultural programmes, you are welcome to write to us

by email at cp2@Icsd.gov.hk or by fax at 2741 2658.
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Please visit the following webpage for information related to application for programme presentation / sponsorship by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department:

http://www.Icsd.gov.hk/en/artist/index.html
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The programme as well as the content and information contained in this house programme do not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
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Information provided by the arts group.
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| % National Peking Opera Company
A Showcase of Cheng School Classics
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Main Cast: Li Haiyan, Huang Binggiang, Lin Dake, Gong Lijuan, Jin Xing, Li Xiaowei

K 10.8.2018 (amsz i) 7:30pm
H

11.8.2018 (ams sar) 7:30pm

(2 #2 & )

The Unicorn Pouch
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Main Cast: Li Haipan, Li Hongmei, Huang Binggiang, Bi Xiaoyang, Xu Menghe, Jin Xing
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12.8.2018 (smp sun) 7:30pm
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Anecdotes about Empress Wu Zetian
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Wi Cat: Li Haipan, Wed Jjus, Huanp Binggiang, Gong Lijuan
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Grand Theatre, Hong Kong Cultural Centre

$150 - 450

piry s SEL T b i e 25 9 88 4 Tickets NOW available at URBTIX WA  BEEHTSRR R

# ¥ Enquiries : 2268 7325 (85 Programme) | 3761 6661 (28 Ticketing) e e A AL DA Bk

% Booking : 2111 5999 (fi/i& Credit Card) | www.urbtix.hk (L Internet) s o ot dls

BRI A - BRGNS -
Audience is strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers will only be admitted at a suitable break.
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The presenter reserves the right to change the artists, | The does not represent the views of the Leisure and Cultural Services Department. View programme trailer now!
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Leisure and Cultural WWW.COf.gov.hk

Department




CHINESE OPERA FESTIVAL

14.6-12.8

fiEl Programme H¥f Date &M Time . Venue

B H — LGERE (RAER)  14-16/6  730pm  EBULRLAER

Opening Programme - The Palace of Eternal 17/6 2:30pm Grand Theatre,
Life by Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe Hong Kong Cultural Centre

WILE R BRI EE AR 2236  730pm  BUMSFREER
e B S i R S o 2l B P 24/6 2:30pm Auditorium,

Xinchang Diaoqiang Heritage Protection and Ko Shen Teatre New Wing
Development Centre of Zhejiang and Pingdiao

Art Heritage Centre of Ninghai

TR A Al BRI Bt 29-30/6  7:30pm  EBAEEEE
Fujian Puxian Theatre 5 Theatre,
il 23000 Hong Kong City Hall
A B/IN Y 88 P 19-21/7  7:30pm  EEX{LALAME
Xiaobaihua Yue Opera Troupe of Shaoxing Grand Theatre,
Hong Kong Cultural Centre
22/7 7:30pm BEARERRE
Auditorium,
Tuen Mun Town Hall
VY 2 15 L A A T L 3-4/8  7:30pm  BUBESHE
A Tale of Two Genres - Xiqin Opera and 5/8 2:30pm Theatre,
Traditional Cantonese Opera Ko Shan Theatre
BRI OB 7-8/8 7:30pm  EEEHOARE
Cantonese Opera The Return of Lady Wenji Grand Theatre,
Hong Kong Cultural Centre
12/8 2:30pm THABERRE
Auditorium,
Tuen Mun Town Hall
o R 8 2 e — ) 10-12/8  7:30pm  EEXEHOARE
=3 @Jﬁﬂﬁ% %5 Grand Theatre,

Second Troupe of the China National Peking song'iang Guitural Cens

Opera Company: A Showcase of Cheng School

Classics

| Enquiries:

2268 7325 (fiiH Progra.mme) oy . o
37616661 (24 Tickering) MR Mt Tt 48 (8 P10
Ji# 5% Booking: & Appstore gh
2111 5999 (£ Credit Card) ARETIX o

www.urbtix.hk (4 I Internet) P> Google Py B F Trailer WWW.GOf.g ov.hk



