From Zaju of Wenzhou to Kunqu of Yongjia: The Life Career of Yongjia Kunqu

Chinese xiqu, or ‘traditional theatre’, first grew in popularity during the Song and Yuan period (960-1368). Libretti for plays of the Southern Opera school first emerged in the transition years between Yuan and Ming, and reached its glorious zenith by the Ming Dynasty. The zaju of Wenzhou, also known as ‘Yongjia libretti’, spread to the entire region south of the Yangtze. The Nanqu, or ‘arias of Southern Opera’, quickly developed into a variety of vocal styles. A rich repository of Southern Opera plays grew in both volume and quality, with such notable works as The Number One Scholar Zhang Xie, Invocation to the Moon, The Story of the Lute, The Beauty Washing Silk by the River, etc. In the Southern Opera system, Kunqu stood out as a literati favourite, and exerted its influence on other regional genres of sung music. “Yongjia Kunqu” came about when Kunqu was introduced back to the Wenzhou region and merged with the local libretto variant of Southern Opera. The vocal style and presentation format are quite unique, and retain many elements of the early Southern Opera school. The subgenre called “Yongjia Kunqu” may therefore be regarded as a track record of the development of Chinese traditional theatre down the centuries. 
